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DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS.— to wit: 
District Clerk*» Office. 

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on the twentysixth day of 
January, A. D. 1830, in the fifty -fourth year of Qie Indepen- 
dence of the United States of America, James G. Carter 
and William H. Brooks, of the said district, have depos- 
ited in this office the title of a book the right whereof they, 
claim as authors, in the words following, to toit : 

" A Geography of Massachusetts ; for families and schools, 
embracing 1. A topographical view of the towns of each 
county, with sketches or their history. 2. A general view 
of each county. 3. A general view of the State, its natund 
features, history, and internal improvements j and of the 
employments of the people, their education, religion, and 
government. By James G, Carter and William H. 
Brooks. With a new Map of the State. * We have not 
distinctly conceived the situations of places till we can, 
from our conceptions alone, represent those places in a 
drawing.' " 

In conformity to the Act of the Congress of the United 
States, entitled " An act for tl^e encouragement of learning, 
by securing the copies of maps, charts and books, to the au- 
thors and proprietors of such copies, during the times there- 
in mentioned :'' andtlso to an Act entitled an Act supple- 
mentary to an Act, entitled an Act for the encouragement 
of learninff, by securing the copies of maps, charts, and 
books to the authors and proprietors of such copies during 
the times therein mentioned 3 and extending tne benefits 
thereof tQ the arts of designing, engraving, and etching his- 
torical and other prints." 

JNO. W.DAVIS, I ^^'$,1^^^'. 



PRESS OF CARTER, ANDREWS, AND CO LANCASTER. 
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PREFACE. 



The plan of a system of geography for young learners, of 
which tne following work is a specimen, was the result of 
considerable experience in the practical details of instruc- 
tion, and of considerable reflection upon the philosophical 
principles of education. It was sketched at length as 
early as 1822, and then formed a part of an article ror one 
of our Reviews. Its destination was afterwards changed 
and in 1824, it was published in " Letters on the Free 
Schools of New-England, by James G. Carter." The 
plan was there introduced as one among other illustra- 
tions of what was then, it is believed for the first time call- 
ed inductwe instruction. This term was adopted as an 
appropriate one to distinguish that method of ihstruction 
which begins with particulars and proceeds to generalgf 
fcom that which begins with generals and afterwards de- 
scends to particulars. 

The plan and the reasons which led to its adoption, were 
published in the following words : 

" I take geography as another example, to illustrate what 
is meant by inductive instruction. It is selected, not be- 
cause it affords any peculiar advantage in the application of 
this method of communicating knowledge ; but because it 
offers a convenient opportunity to remark upon the leading 
principles, upon which books on the subject have been 
written 3 and to acknowledge its increasing interest and 
importance as an elementary study. Children are very 
early capable of describing the places, mountains, and riv- 
ers, which pass under their inspection. And they common- 
ly do it with an enthusiasm, which shows, how lively an 
interest they take in the subject, and how deep an impres- 
«ion the peculiarities of new places make upon them. 
When they have learned by actual perception, a few of the 
features of the face of the earth ; at a period a little later, 
they are capable of feeling a similar interest in forming a 
conception of places, mountains, rivers, &c. from represen- 
tation and description. Then commences the study of ge- 



this is a branch of learning, which has been more neg- 
lected, than its importance deserves ; whether we consider 
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the value of the knowledge obtained, or whether we" con- 
sider the adaptation of the study, to the early development 
of the mind. 

*' But the principle of arrangement, upon which all the 
books upon this suDJect have ^en written, I beg leave to 
object to decidedly and strongly. The pupil is presented 
in the onset, with a map of the whole world, reduced to 
the size of a hat crown. In connexion with this, he is di- 
rected to read a description of the largest rivers, mountains, 
and seas ; and also to commit to memory some account of 
the character and manners of the principal nations. Per- 
haps he will now be required to learn the amount of ex- 
ports and imports of the most commercial nations to the 
accuracy of a farthing. 

'' Some, not content with presenting the whole earth to 
the first and single glance of the young learner, and, as if 
determined to push the absurdity of the plan to the utmost, 
ha?e given the whole solar system to the child, for his first 
lesson in geography. This is called setting up land marks, 
and getting a general knowledge of the subiect 3 but so far 
from that, in m}^ view, it is getting no knowledge at all. It 
is only a confusion of words^ without any definite meaning 
attached to them. 

" The subject is begun precisely at the wrone end. If it 
is addressed to the understanding of the young learner, this 
arrangement seems to presume, that he will take a deeper 
interest in, and better comprehend the general features of 
the world, embracing its largest mountains and rivers, and 
the characters of nations, of whose existence he has never 
before heard, than of the roads, hills, and rivers of his own 
neighborhood, and the boundaries of his own town, county, 
or state. Besides, he can get no adequate idea of the mag- 
nitude of the largest mountains and rivers in the world, ex- 
cept bv comparing them with the mountains and rivers, 
which he has seen, and of which he has formed some defi- 
nite idea. 

** In forming a conception of a distant mountain or river, 
which we have never seen, we proceed precisely as we do 
in forming a conception of any other magnitude. We fix 
upon something of the same kind, which is known, as a unit 
qf measure; and then compare and discover the relation of 
what is known, with what is unknown. 

" The correct plan for an elementary ceoeraphy, would 
begin nearer home, with a description, and if practicable, 
with a map of the town, in which the young learner lives. 
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Or if that is too particular for 'general use, the instructer 
must supply the description ; and the map begin with his 
own county, or state, in which he will of course be most in- 
terested. From this he may proceed to his whole country 
or kingdom, and thence to more general divisions of the 
earth. The map will of course be reduced in its scale, and 
the descriptions grow less and less minute, as the places 
are farther removed j or from any cause, arc less interest- 
ing." 

In adopting the above paragraphs as a general and suc- 
cinct description of the views now entertained of the adap- 
tation of the study of geography to the development of the 
youthful mind, and of the best arrangement of elementaiy 
geographical works, it may be proper to remark, that 
strengtn has been added to previous convictions by maturer 
reflection, and that every part of the plan has been subject- 
ed to the test of ample experience during the last three 
years. 

A prominent feature of the system is to present the ge- 
ography of the earth or of a portion of it in perspective. 
VVe need to know most concerning those places which are 
nearest to us. And the youth, who has learned the geogra- 
phy of his native State in the manner he will be required 
to learn it by this book, will, it is confidently believed, 
have acquired a mass of useful knowledge, knowledge use- 
ful in the daily concerns of life, which he could never get 
by the very general treatises now in use. And although a 
little more time may be spent upon the pupil's own county 
or State than is required by the ordinary systems, yet it may 
be suggested that when the plan is followed out, the time 
may be more than saved from that usually devoted to remote 
and uninteresting quarters of the globe. But apart from the 
T^lue of the acquisiticm, even if no single fact could be 
turned to practical account, nevertheless, the Mudy should 
be pursued for the discipline alone that it affords to the 
young mind. The drawing of the position of places, rivers, 
mountains, ^c. will be found to nx the wayward (UtevUion 
of children and thereby greatly strengthen that important 
habit of the mind. The changing of the scale in drawing 
will be found to exercise the power of judgment to a degree 
of which few studies are capable. The facts to be learned 
in connection with the drawing will be a sufficient exercise 
of the memory without its monopolizing the whole intellec- 
tjial power of the pupil. 
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DIRECTIONS TO PARENTS AND TEACHERS. 

The pupil should be provided with a geography and map 
of Massachusetts, abd a small black board 18 inches long 
by 15 broad. If this cannot be easily procured a slate and 
pencil will very well answer the purpose. Let his attention 
first be directed to the map and inform him that the top is 
north, the bottom south, the right hand east, and the left 
hand west. Let him find on the map the town where he 
resides, and observe carefully its 8hape,its ponds, its rivers, 
and its mountains. Ail these he is to draw from the map 
upon his small black board with chalk, and to draw them 
over and over again, till he can do it accurately from his 
memorv alone. Next the boundaries of the town are to be 
learned. The pupil may then leave the map and see what 
is said of the town in the geography. In order to find it, let 
him turn to the county to which it belongs, which is in al- 
phabetical order among the counties of the State, and he 
will meet with the town in its alphabetical place among the 
towns of that county. To show tne pupil that he can under- 
stand the whole matter, and that it is one of his own concern, 
he may be encouraged to consider what things there may 
be worthy of notice in the town besidesithose mentioned in 
the book, as mills, or factories, ponds, streams, hills, or 
mountains. 

For recitations a large black board should be used at 
least three feet wide and three and a half feet long. This 
should be so placed that the pupil standing before it, may 
have his face to the north ; when, of course, his right hand 
will be to the east, his back to the south, and his lelt hand 
to the west. If the class consist of several, let one be di- 
rected to draw the northern line of the town boundary. 
Another may be invited to criticise the execution, and then 
another may give his opinion. It may then with advantage be 
submitted to the judgment of the whole class, that any one 
who can detect an inaccuracy, may expose it. Let the 
eastern boundary now be drawn and subjected to the same 
critical examination and amendment ; and so of the other 
lines. A member of the class may then name the towns 
on the borders, marking the place of each, meiltioning its 
direction from the town drawn, and pointing to its actual 
position with reference to the place he stands in. The 
streams, ponds, and roads being laid down, one of the pu- 
pils should be required to leave the drawing and point to- 
wards the ponds, and signify also by pointing the actual di- 
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rection of the ■treams and roads as they past through the 
town. Questions mar now be asked to elicit all other 
information that has been obtained respecting the town. 
The facts as Uiey are elicited should be as much as possible 
connected with the drawing. If there be churches, a bank, 
an academy, or factories in the town, let their position be 
marked ; and when t^e number of inhabitants is mentioned, 
let the most thickly settled part or parts of the town be 
marked. 

The second lesson may be one of the adjoining towns, 
or twoy if their lines can be easily drawn, and uie mat- 
ter to be learned from the geography be small in amount. 
And in this lesson also the personal knowledge of the pupil 
or any other sources of information may be advantageously 
applied to. At reciting this lesson, the shape of the town 
or towns may be drawn on a variety of scales. This exer- 
cise will be exceedingly useful, as a severe discipline of the 
mind is involved in producing accurate proportions. And 
the class should be kept constantly on the alert in judging 
of the truth of the proportions between the several lines 
drawn by their companion. When greater ease has been 
acquired in drawing, and several towns can be despatched 
at a lesson, there will be a wider ^eld for this exercise in 
adjusting the relative size and shape of different towns. 
Let the class thus pass through tneir county, taking for 
their lessons groups of contiguous towns. Their lessons 
may be lengthened with their increasing ability, and there 
should bo a review for every four or five exercises. On the 
completion of the county let the drawing of the whole of it 
be assigned as a separate lesson with all its tpwns and so 
much of the generalization of the county as relates to In- 
habitants. The next lesson may be a repetition of the last, 
including towns, mountains, and rivers j it may also em- 
brace the remainder of the generalization, the manufactur- 
ing establishments, academies, and other institutions enu- 
merated under the seyeral towns ; and, lastly, whateyer 
questions are contained in the geography as a general re- 
view of the county. 

Having thoroughly acquainted himself with his own coun- 
ty, the pupil may next proceed to the important towns on 
the great rivers, and on the seacoast or Massachusetts. 
These finished, he may pass from towns to counties. Let 
him draw the outline of a county, learn its boundaries, the 
position of its principal towns and the facts in the geogra- 
phy relative to them, and also those in the generalization. 
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This eourse should be pursued with each of the counties in 
the State. Afler completing them, the pupil should review 
tiiem, till he can promptly draw them all, and form an en- 
tire map of Massachusetts. He may in the mean time be 
put upon the generalization of the State in the geography 
and compare the relative importance of the counties as in- 
dicated by their respective population^ He may afterwards 
po through the generalization of the State, always connect- 
mff his lesson in the book with one in drawing for the ben- 
efit of direct reference. Thus, when engaged upon that 
part relatingto Inhabitants, he may point out the portions of 
the State most thickly settled, or those where the people 
are employed in any particular business, as commerce, fish- 
ing, or manufactures j when upon Education, Religion, or 
Government, he may mark the site of the chief literary and 
religious institutions, the places, for holding courts, and the 
seat of government ; when upon the Rivers, Mountains, and 
Internal Improvements of the State, he may draw them j 
when learning the History, he may mark whatever places in 
the State may be there mentioned. 

The pupil should be taught to turn to the list of definitions 
at the end of the book for ail difficult terms, and to apply to 
his instructor if he do not find them there. Regular and 
close examinations by the teacher into his knowledge of 
the meaning of these terms will accomplish, in this respect, 
all that is desirable. 

Parents and teachers need not hesitate to undertake to 
teach this system of geography to their children and pupils, 
merely because they have never been so taught themselves. 
If they possess only a moderate interest in the subject of 
education, or the progress of the children under their care, 
they may begin according to the above directions, with per- 
fect confidence that thejr will find themselves competent to 
every essential duty, which will be required of them. And 
their experience will be widely different from the authors^ 
if they can follow a class through the State and witness 
their drawings from day to day without finding much clear- 
ness and precision given to Uieir own conceptions of the 
situation of places, not to say their own knowledge of the 
geography and resources of th^ State much enlarged. 
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BARNSTABLE COUNTY. 

TOWNS. 

Barnstable is the shire and chief town in the 
county and a port of entry. The township ex- 
tends across Cape Cod, and has a soil bettef 
than that of most of the towns on the cape. It 
contains a court house, owns from 16 to 20 
thousand tons of shipping, and has a popula** 
tion of 3824. 

Dennis has for a long time been noted for 
the manufacture of salt from sea water. Scargo 
Hill in this town is the highest land in the 
county. Population 1997. 

Falmouth contains a bank, and has a popu- 
lation of 2370. There are in the township 
numerousponds, some of fresh and some of salt 
water. These give great variety to the scen- 
ery of the place. 

Provincetovm is at the extremity of Cape 
Cod. The houses are buik on piles, left open 
so that the sand may drive through. Almost 

What constitutes the importance of Barnstable ? What 
is a shire town ? A port or entry ? What is said of its ex- 
tent ? Its soil ? Wnat public building does it contain 1 
How much shipping does it own ? Mention its population^ 

For what is Dennis noted? What is said of Scargo 
HiU t What is the population of Dennis ? 

What does Falmouth contain? What is said of its 
ponds? 

Where is Provincetown ? How are the houses built T 
What ia the employment of the inhabitants ? From whence 
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all the inhabitants are engaged in fishing, and 
procure the chief articles of subsistence, except 
what the sea affords, from Boston and the 
neighbouring country. Population 1252. 

Sandtnchf the second town in the county In 
population, is more agricultural than any other 
ki it. A canal across Cape Cod, to unite 
Buzzard's and Barnstable Bays, is in contem- 
plation, and if completed wiU pass through this 
town. Salt is manufactured here in great 
quantities. There is also a glass manufac- 
tory. There were once Indian settlements in 
this town, and the Herring Pond tribe now live 
on its borders. Sandwich has an academy 
and a population of 2884. 

Yarmouth, one of the largest towns in the 
county, manufactures great quantities of salt. 
Sea water is raised into vats by pumps worked 
by the wind. The water passes through four 
vats exposed to the sun, gradually drying away, 
till in the last it becomes salt. Moveable roofs 
protect the vats from the rain and dews. Yar- 
mouth contains a bank and 2232 inhabitants. 

do they procure the chief articles of subsistence ? What 
is the population of the town ? 

Compare Sandwich with the other towns in the county 
as to population^ and the employment of the people. What 
public improvement is in contemplation ? What are the 
manufactures of the place ? What is said of the Indiana 1 
What literary institution in Sandwich T What is the popu- 
lation? 

What is tBe size of Yarmouth ? What is manufactured 
here T What is the process of manufacturing salt ? What 
iMtitation doei it contain T What is its population ? 
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GENERAL! ZATION. 

JnhabitanUj fyc. There are thirteen towns 
in the county of Barnstable, and 24,281 inha- 
bitants, of whom 181 are negroes. Besides 
these there are about 300 Indians in the south- 
west part of the county, at Mashpee, who 
own 10,000 acres of land. This place is not 
an incorporated town, but its inhabitants, chief- 
ly Indians, are under the general direction of 
^ State governments 

The inhabitants of Barnstable county are 
almost all employed in commerce and the fish- 
eries, though some are employed in agriculture, 
and salt is extensively manufactured. The 
county was incorporated in 1685, and, at pre- 
sent, sends one senator to the General Court. 

Rivers. There are several small streams, 
but none of much importance. 

Mountains. There are no mountains ; the 
county is almost surrounded by the sea. Its 
soil is generally sandy and barren, and its 

How man J towns are there in the coonty of Barnstable f 
How manv inhabitants ? How many Indians ? Where do 
they live f How much land do they own 1 How are they 
governed 1 

How are the inhabitants of the county employed 7 When 
was the coun^ incorporated ? How many Senators does 
it send to the General Court 7 

What is said of the streams in the county T What is said 
of Mountains ? What is the situation of the county T 

a2 
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shape is that of a man's arm bent inward both 
at the elbow and wrist. It is thought that 
Cape Cod is gradually diminishing by the con- 
latant action of the wind and waves. The Cape 
received its name from the large numbers of 
Cod fish taken near it by one of its first dis- 
coverers. 



BERKSHIRE COUNTY. 

TOWNS. 

Adams contains Fort Massachusetts, noted in 
the history of the State for having been twice 
attacked by the French and Indians. Saddle 
Mountain lies upon the line dividing the town 

What is its soil 7 Its shape T How did Cq>e Cod obtain 
its name 7 

GenercH review of the County. 

Draw the shape of Barnstable county on a large scale. 
Draw the ponds in it. The streams. Mark on your draw* 
ing the situation of the town of Barnstable. Where is 
Barnstable Harbour ? Point to Oyster Bay. Where is Sand- 
wich ? Which way is Sandwich from Barnstable 7 In what 
Part of the county is Sandwich 7 Point out the situation of 
'rovincetown. Which way is it from Barnstable 7 Where 
are the courts of the county held 7 Where is Chatham ? 
.—Chatham Beach 7 Falmouth ? Dennis 7 Wellfleet 7— 
Where is Egg Island 7 Mashpee 7 

What fort does Adams contain 7 What is said of Saddle 
Mountain 7 What river passes through the town^ and what 
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from Williamstown. Its estimated height is 
4000 feet. Hoosac River passes through tliis 
town and receives a small stream, which has 
worn its channel 60 feet deep, in some places, 
in a quarry of white marhle. It has found a 
passage under a part of the rock, leaving a nat- 
ural bridge 20 feet high ; and directly over 
that is another natural bridge of stone, 62 feet 
above the water, 12 or 15 feet long, and 10 feet 
wide. The town possesses extensive water 
power, and is a flourishing manufacturing place, 
particularly the village of North Adams. There 
are 16 factories, cotton and woollen. The 
population in 1820, was 1836; now (1829) 
it is estimated at 3000. 

Cheshire is a fine grazing town and has a 
population of 1202. The Cheshire and Bos- 
ton Glass Companies, with a capital each of 
$200,000, have their works in this place. 

Great Barrington is well situated on both 
sides of the Housatonic River, but is chiefly 
built on the western bank. It has a soil of 
the best quality and a beautiful surface. Po- 
pulation 1908. 

Hancock is only three miles wide, but ex- 

natnral curiosi^ is fonned by a stream emp^inff into it ? 
What is said or the manufactures of the town f What was 
its population in 1820 1 What is it supposed to be now ? 

What is said of Cheshire ? What manufacturing estab- 
lishments are here ? 

How is Great Barrington situated 7 What are its soil 
and surface 7 Mention* its population. 

a3 
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tends along the western border of the county 
more than twenty miles. It contains a family 
of Shaker^ a branch of the Beighboring estab- 
lishment at New-Lebanon in New-York. Po- 
pulation 11,65. 

Lanesborough is a good agricultural town 
and pleasantly situated. Here are extensive 
quarries of white marble and great quantities 
are wrought. Population 1318. 

Lee is situated on both sides of the Housa- 
tonic. Six paper mills in thb town consume 
annually 500 tons of rags. There are two 
woollen factories, two furnaces, two forges, 
and a powder mill. Marble, limestone, and 
iron ore are found here in abundance. Po- 
pulation 1384. 

Lenox J on the Housatonic, is the shTre town 
of the county. It contains a court house, 
academy, and jail ; has a good soil and great 
abundance of iron ore, which is wrought to 
considerable extent. Limestone is also found 
in great plenty, and white marble is so abun- 

What is the extent of Hancock 7 What singular reli- 
gious sect have a settlement here 7 What is the popula- 
tion of Hancock 7 

How is Lanesborough situated 7 For what is it remarka- 
ble 7 What is its population 7 

Describe the situation of Lee. What mills and factories 
are there in Lee 7 What minerals 7 What is its popula- 
tion 7 

What distinction has Lenox above other towns in the 
county 7 What public buildintrs does it contain 7 What 
metals 7 What minerals 7 What is its population 7 
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dant, that it is used even for common door 
steps. Population 1315. 

Mount Washington. This town lies Upon 
the height of land betwe^ the Housatonic and 
Hudson Rivers, and embraces the summit of 
the Taghgannuck range of mountains. 

Pittsjidd lies in the valley between the 
Taghgannuck and Green Mountain ranges, at 
the junction of the principal branches of the 
Housatonic River. It is tlie chief town in the 
county, and contains several manufacturing es- 
tablishments, a bank, a printing office, from 
which is issued a weekly newspaper, a semi- 
nary for young ladies, an academy, and a 
flourishing Medical Institution, connected with 
Williams College. About one hundred stu- 
dents attend the annual courses of medical 
lectures delivered at this school. Population 
2768. 

Sheffield is the oldest incorporated town in 
the county, and the second in population, hav- 
ing 2476 inhabitants. The banks of the Hou- 
satonic, on which it lies, are uncommonly fer- 
tile. 

Stockhridge, also, lies upon the banks of the 
same river, and has a rich soil and beautiful 

What is the situation of Mount Washington ? 
How is Pittsfield situated 7 What is its size ? What 
does it contain ? What is its population ? 
What is said of Sheffield and its situation 7 
What are the natural advantages of Stockbridge 7 Men- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



8 GEOGRAPHY OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

sceneiy. Limestone and marble abound. 
There is considerable water power in this 
place, a part of which is successfully appro- 
priated to cotton and woollen factories. It 
has an academy, a bank, and a printing office. 
A small tribe of the M ohegan Indians formerly- 
lived here, and had a large tract of land as- 
signed to them by the Legislature in 1735. 
Population 1377. 

West Stockbridge contains quarries of beau- 
tiful white and veined marble, which are ex^ 
tensively wrought for exportation, principally 
to New- York. The iron mines found in this 
township are productive and highly valuable. 
A few Indians remain in the town. Popula- 
tion 1034. 

Williamstown, in the north-west comer of 
the county and State, lies in a fertile valley at 
the junction of Hoosac and Green rivers. It 
is chiefly celebrated for its college. Col. Wil- 
liams bequeathed a large part of his estate (or 
the permanent support of a free grammar 
school in this town. By an act of the Legis- 
lature, in 1793, the school received the char- 
ter of a college. It is a flourishing institution, 

tion its -public bttildings. What is said of the Indians 
here T 

Describe the marble quarries of West Stockbridge, and 
the extent to which they are wrought. What if said of 
the iron mines here 1 what is the population ? 

Where is WiUiamstown 1 For what is it chiefly cele- 
brated 7 To whom does the college owe its origin ? What 
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having two large bulldmgs, a library of 1500 
volumes, and a valuable chemical and philo- 
sophical apparatus. About eighty-five stu- 
dents belong to the college, under the govern- 
ment and instruction of Aree tutors, two pro- 
fessors, and a president. Population of the 
town 2010. 

GENERALIZATION. 

Inhabitants, fyc. Berkshire County con- 
tains 33 towns; in 1820 there were but 31, 
with an aggregate population of 35,720, of 
whom 836 were blacks. The county was in- 
corporated in 1761, and sends two Senators 
to the Legislature. The people are chiefly 
engaged in agriculture, and find good markets 
for their surffllis produce in the flourishing 
cities on the Hudson River, in the state of New- 
York. The iron mines of the county are ex- 
haustless, and are already productive to a con- 
siderable extent. They only wait for increas- 
ed facilities of transportation to engage the at- 
tention of enterprising capitalists, and afford 
profitable employment for the industry of the 
people. Marble, extensive quarries of which 

is its present condition ? What is the population of the 
town? 

How many towns does Berkshire county contain ? What 
is the population ? When was Berkshire incorporated ? 
How many Senators does it send to the Legislature ? How 
are the people employed ? W here do they send their pro- 
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have been opened in several parts of the 
county, forms an important article of com- 
merce with the city of New-York. 

Rivers. The Hoosac River rises, its north 
branch in Stamford, Vermont; its south in 
Lanesborough of this county. These two 
branches meet in the village of North Adams. 
The Hoosac receives Green River at Williams- 
town, crosses a corner of Vermont, passes into 
the State of New-York, and empties into Hud- 
son River. It affords valuable water power^ 
and is bordered by fertile banks. 

The Housatonic has the sources of its two 
head branches, one in New-Ashford, and the 
other in Windsor, in this county. These 
streams meet in Pittsfield, where the river 
takes a southerly course through the county 
into the State of Connecticut ; and seven miles, 
from the line it rushes over a fall of 60 feet, be* 
tween Salisbury and Canaan. These are the 
most considerable falls in New-England. The 
river then passes through the western part of 
the State of Connecticut, and after receiving 
several tributary streams changes its direction 

duce ^ What is said of the iron mines of the county ? 
What of the marble quarries 1 

Where does Hoosac river rise ? Where do its two 
branches meet ? Where does it receive Green river ? 
What is its course ? Where does it emp^ ? What is said 
of its water power 1 Its banks 1 

Where does the Housatonic take its rise ? Where do 
its head branches meet 7 What is the general course of 
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to the south-east, and empties into Long Island 
sound. It is navigable for brigs 12 miles ; a 
bar of shells at its mouth prevents the entrance 
of larger vessels. 

Mountains. The Taghgannuck range, a 
branch of the Green Mountains of Vermont, 
rises on the west side of the county, dividing 
the waters of the Housatonic from those of 
the Hudson. Saddle Mountain belongs to this 
chain, a description of which has been given 
in the account of the town of Adams. 

The Green Mountain range, to which Hoo- 
sac Mountain, itself more than 2000 feet high- 
er than the tide water of the Connecticut, and 
the rocky hills stretching from Blanford, Hamp- 
den County, to Pitlsfield in this county, belong, 
is a continuation of the Vermont ridge of the 
same name. It is on the west border of Berk- 
shire and separates it from the rest of the 
State, dividing the waters of the Connecticut 
from those of the Hoosac and Housatonic. 

the mer till it enters the State of Connecticat ? Describe 
ita falls. What is its general course after entering Con- 
necticut ? Where does it empty f How far is it naviga- 
ble 7 What obstructs its mouth 7 

In what part of the county are the Taghgannuck moun- 
tains situated 7 What mountain belongs to this chain ? 
Describe the Green Mountain range. How are the Green 
Mountains situated 7 

General review of the County, 

Draw the shape of Berkshire on a large scale. Draw the 
Housatonic River with its branches. Draw the Hoosac Riv- 
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BRISTOL COUNTY. 

TOWNS. 

Attleborough was formerly a part of Reho- 
both, and suffered with that town from the de- 
predations of the Indians. It is on a branch 
of the Pawtucket River, which here affords ex- 
cellent water privileges, extensively appropri- 
ated to cotton and woollen factories. Popu- 
lation 3055. 

Dartmouth is a very ancient town, and was 
formerly a very large one, embracing the four 
towns which now constitute the southern ex- 
tremity of the county. It was destroyed by 

er and its branches. Where is Hoosac Mountain 1 Point 
it out on your drawing. Where is the range of the Green 
Mountains 1 Point it out. Where is Saddle Mountain ? 
What is its height? Where are the Taghgannuck Moun> 
tains ? Draw the ponds of the coun^. How is Berkshire 
bounded ? What is its shire town f Where is Lenox ? 
Mark it on your drawing. Where is Pittsfield ? Which 
way is Pittsfield from Lenox ? What literary institutions 
are there at Pittsfield 7 What college is there in this coun- 
ty ? Where is it ? Where is Williamstown ? Mark it. 
where is Stockbridge 1 Mark it. Which way is Stock- 
bridge from Williamstown ? Where is Mount Washing- 
ton? 



What is the history of Attleborough ? How is it situa- 
ted, and what natural advantages has it ? What is its popu- 
lation 1 

What ia said of the antiquity and extent of Dartmouth ? 
What happened to it in 1675 1 What is the population and 
comparative size of Dartmouth ? '^ 
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the Indians at the commencement of Philip's 
war in 1675. A few Troy Indians still re- 
main in the town. Dartmouth numbers 3636 
inhabitants, being the third town in population 
in Bristol County. 

Easton has carried on the manufacture of 
iron to a considerable extent. It now con- 
tains a cotton and woollen factory, and a large 
iron foundry. A lead and silver mining com- 
pany was mcorporated here in 1825. 

Fairhaven had become a considerable vil- 
lage before the revolution ; in the course of 
which it was attacked by the British troops, 
but was successfully defended. The town is 
connected with New^edford by a bridge, 
which with its abutments extends nearly 6000 
feet. It has a respectable academy and some 
commerce. Population 2733. 

JVeuh-Bedford, a half shire-town of the coun- 
ty, is much engaged in the fisheries, particu- 
larly the whale fishery. Sixty-eight vessels, 
belonging to this place, were out on whaling 
voyages in 1822. It has some foreign com- 
merce, possesses great wealth, and is, per- 

Give an accoant of the manufactures of Easton. 

What is said of the early history of FSrhaven ? How is 
the town connected with PJew-Bedford ? What public in- 
stitution has it ? What is its population ? 

For what branch of business is New Bedford distinguish- 
ed ? To what extent have they prosecuted the whale fishe- 
ry 1 Describe its present condition. What public institu- 
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naps, as thriving a town as any in the county. 
The town contains two banks, a flourishing 
academy, and five churches. Several of the 
most ancient and wealthy families in New-Bed- 
ford belong to the Society of Friends, A 
great part of the town Ivas destroyed by the 
British in 1778, Population 3947. 

JSTorton. Winnicunnit Pond in this town was 
a place of great resort for Indians, some of 
whom inhabited the natural caves upon its 
shore, and lived chiefly upon the fish it afford- 
ed. It contains three cotton factories, and 20 
mills of different kinds. Iron ore is found here 
and is smelted and wrpught to considerable 
extent. Population 1600. 

Raynham. The first iron forge in America 
was set up in this town. It was a resort of 
King Philip, the famous Indian Chief, who 
waged such determined and annoying wars 
upon the early English settlers m this part of 
the country. After his death, his head was 
for a long time preserved here as a great cu- 
riosity. 

tione and buildings does the town contain ? To what pecu- 
liar religious sect do some of the principal inhabitants be- 
long ? How did it suffer in the revolution ? What is its 
population ? 

What famous resort had the Indians in Norton ? What 
manufactures does it now contain ? What is its popula- 
tion ? 

What is said of the early history of Raynham T 
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Rehohoth. In the south part of this town 
is Anawan's Rock, at the foot of which this 
great Indian Chief, second in command to 
Philip, was surprised and taken prisoner by 
Captain Church. This ancient place was at- 
tacked by the Indians in 1646, and had 70 
buildings destroyed by fire. Its population in 
1820 was 2740; but the old and important 
manufacturing village of Pawiucket was taken 
from it and incorporated as a town in 1828. 

Seekonk is a considerable manufacturing 
place on Providence River. The capital em- 
ployed here in manufactures in 1813 was 
$600,000, and has since been much in- 
creased. Population 2775. 

Swanzey. King Philip's war, which forms 
so important a part of the early history of the 
State of Massachusetts, commenced by a pet- 
ty and quarrelsome attack on this town in 
X675. 

Tauniauj a half-shire town of the coun- 
ty and a place of extensive business, is fine- 
ly situated at the junction of Canoe, Rumford, 
and Taunton Rivers, which afford valuable wa- 
ter privileges. It contains a court house, a 

What events in Indian warfare occurred in Rehoboth 1 
What was its population in 1820 ? What town has since 
been separated from it ? 

. For what branch of business is Seekonk distinguished ? 
What is its population 1 

For what is Swanzey remarkable ? 

How \9 Taunton situated; and for what is it distinguished? 
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jail, a bank, a printing office, from which is 
issued a weekly newspaper, an academy, and 
two cotton factories. Iron has long been ma- 
nufactured in this place. Population 4220. 

Troy is an extensive manufacturing town. 
Fall River village, which forms a part of it, con- 
tain§^ 14 factories, built, some of them of brick, 
and some of stone; and in 1828 it had more than 
2000 inhabitants. The stream moving the 
machinery falls 140 feet m eighty rods. Troy 
has also a printing office, a weekly newspaper, 
and a bank. The population of the whole 
town in 1820 was only 1694. 

Westport has a population of 2633. It is a 
good agricultural town, and sends l^ge quan- 
tities of its produce to the New-Bedford mar- 
ket. Quakers form the principal religious 
sect. 

GENERALIZATION. 

Inhabitants^ ^c. Bristol County contains 
19 towns, and in 1820 had a population of 
40,908, of whom 796 were coloured. A 
larger number of the inhabitants are employed 

^^hat does it contain t What is manufactured here ? 
What is the population of Taunton ? 

For what is Troy remarkable ? Describe Fall River Til- 
lage. 

What is the population of Westport ? For whait is it 
most noted ? What is the principal religious sect 7 

How many towns are there in Bristol county 'l What 
was its population in 1820 T How are a large number of 
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in manufactures. The county was incorpo- 
rated in 1685, and sends three Senators to 
the State Le^slature. 

Rivers. Taunton River rises in Abington 
and Carver, in Plymouth County, and passes 
south-west across Bristol County into Narra- 
ganset Bay. It is an important stream, much 
the largest in the county, and is navigable for 
small vessek 20 miles to Taunton. 

Canoe and Rumford Rivers^ emptying into 
Taunton River, and a branch of die Pawtucket 
afford valuable mill privileges, which are ex- 
tensively occupied. 

Mountains^ there are none. The county 
is generally level and sandy. Iron ore is 
found in large quantities in different parts of 
the county. 

the inhabitants employed 7 When was the county incorpo- 
rated 1 How many Senators does it send to the Legisla- 
ture 7 

Where does Taunton River take its rise 7 What is its 
course, and where does it empty 7 What is its \ir' '>rtance 7 
Where do Canoe and Rumford Rivers empty7 Vv nat is said 
of the surface of the county 7 What mineral is found there 7 

General review of the County, 

Draw the shape of Bristol CounW. How is it bounded 7 
Draw the rivers of Bristol. Wnich is Taunton River 7 
Where docs it empty 7 How far is it navigable 7 Where 
is Taunton 7 Mark it on your drawing. Where are the 
courts of the county held 7 Where is New-Bedford 7 
Mark it. Tell what you know of New-Bedford. Where is 
Buszard's Ba;r ? Which way is New-Bedford from Taun- 
ton ? How 18 New-Bedford connected with Fairhaven ? 
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DUKES COUNTY. 

TOWNS. 

Chilmark contains the settlement of Gay 
Head Indians, of whom there are 250, owning 
2400 acres of land. 

Edgartown is the shire town of the county. 
Its fine harbour is much resorted to, as a place 
of refuge in dangerous weather, by vessels on 
the coast. There are in this town 1374 in- 
habitants, exclusive of Indians, of whom there 
are more than 100. 

Tisbury has a large and safe harbour, call- 
ed Holmes' Hole; and vessels bound into 
Massachusetts Bay frequently put in there to 
wait for a wind to carry them round Cape 
Cod. There are 1223 inhabitants besides a 
small number of Indians. 

GENERALIZATION. 

Inhabitants^ fyc. There are only three 

Mark Fairhaven. Which way from Fairhaven is West- 
port ? Mark Westoort. In what part of the county is At- 
tleborough ? Mark it. What towns were attacked in the 
Revolution ? What towns have suffered from the Indians f 



What Indians are there at Chilmark ? Give an account 
of them. 

What is said of Edgartown t Of its harbour t How ma- 
ny white inhabitants has Edgartown ? How many Indians ? 

What harbour has Tisborj t For what is it chiefly fre- 
quented 7 How many inhabitants has it t 
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towns in this county, with an aggregate popu- 
lation of 3,292, of whom 97 are blacks. It 
was incorporated in 1 695 ; and, in connexion 
with Nantucket, sends one Senator to the L#e- 
gislature. 

The general sterility of their land and their 
favourable situation for fishing induce the in- 
habitants to seek their chief subsistence frotii 
the sea. The Indians, between 4 and 600 in 
number, have five different settlements in the 
county, and possess 3,150 acres of land. 
These miserable remnants of the original in- 
habitants of the country, are under the gene- 
ral care of the Legislature of Massachusetts. 
They possess all their lands in common, and 
are not permitted by the government to dis- 
pose of them to the neighbouring inhabitants. 
Though under the general superintendence 
of the. State, their private and peculiar inter- 
ests are left to their own management. They 
make their laws in public meetings, in which 
the singular custom prevails of allowing the 
women to take a part and to have the same 
right of voting as the men. A missionary gen- 
How many towns are there ift the county ? What is its 
Eopulation ? When was it incorporated 1 What connexion 
as it with Nantucket 7 How do the inhabitants gain Uieir 
subsistence ? How many settlements have the Indians in 
the county ? How much land do thev possess ? How are 
they governe \ ? How do they hold their lands 1 How do 
they make their laws 1 What singular custom prevails a- 
mong them ? What instruction have they ? 
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erally resides among diem, and schools are 
taught from three to five months in a year. 

Rivers. There are a few small streams, 
but the limits of the county do not allow the 
existence of any river of importance. 

MounTains. The Island of Martlia's Vine- 
yard, which constitutes almost the whole of 
Dukes County, has no high elevations, though 
the land rises in the western part of it. 

To Dukes County belong the Elizabeth 
Islands, which extend eighteen miles aloag the 
southern limit of Buzzard's Bay, 16 in num- 
ber, and several of them inhabited. 



ESSEX COUNTY. 

TOWNS. 

Amesburyh^s extensive manufactories. They 
are situated on Powow River, which rises in 

What is said of rivers ? What of mountains ? Vvhat 
islands belong to the county ? How many are there ? 

General review of the County, 

Draw Martha's Vineyard. How is it situated t Where 
ii Edgartown ? Where are the county courts held 7 Mark 
Edgartown. Where is Holmes Hole T Mark it. For 
what purpose is it resorted to ? Where is Chilmark7 Where 
are the Gay Head Indians ? Draw the Elizabeth Islands. 
What constitutes Dukes County 1 

Oh what rirer are the factories in Amesbury situated t 
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Nevr-Hampshire and empties into the Merri- 
mack between this town and Salisbury. Though 
the stream is not large it affords great water 
power, its fall being here seventy feet in the 
distance of 40 rods. Ship-building has been 
carried on in Amesbury to considerable ex- 
tent, and is not ye^ whoUy abandoned. In 
this town Perkins' invention for the manufac- 
ture of cut nailsr was first tested ; and its suc- 
cess here and in other places has now caused 
the use of wrought nails to be nearly discon- 
tinued. Population 1966. 

Andover is much the largest township in the 
county, and is beautifully situated on the south 
side of Merrimack River. Shawshine Riv- 
er passes through the town and empties into 
the Merrimack, affording valuable water privi- 
leges, which are extensively improved. An- 
dover, however, is chiefly noted for its literary 
institutions. Phillips Academy, established 
here in 1780, is the oldest institution of the 
kind in the State. It was richly endowed by 
two gentlemen, whose name it bears. The 
school has been much distinguished in our lite- 
rary history, and has rendered the cause of 

What is the fall of Powow River at this place ? What buai- 
ness has been extensively carried on here ? What inven- 
tion is mentioned, and what is said of it 1 

What is said of the size and sitaation of Atidovet ? What 
river passes through th$ town ? For what is Andover chief- 
Ij noted 1 What is said of Phillips Academy ? What other 

b2 
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thorough classical learning essential service. 
Its funds amount to more than $50,000. In 
the north parish of Andover, there is another 
seminary called Franklin Academy. Ando- 
ver also contains the oldest Theological Insti- 
tution in the United States. It has received 
donations to the amount of .f 400,000 ; and 
has, at present, three large brick edifices and 
a library of 5000 volumes. More than one hun- 
dred students residb at the Institution, pursu- 
ing a course of study preparatory to the min- 
istry, under the instruction of four Professors, 
one of whom also discharges the duties of a 
President. The town has a bank, a printing 
press, and 3889 inhabitants. 

Bradford is distinguished for the manufac- 
ture of shoes; more than 160,000 pairs are 
annually made ; chiefly for the New- York and 
Southern markets. There are two academies 
in the town ; the one in the west parish, par- 
ticularly, has been much distinguished and 
liberally supported. Population IGOO. 

Danvers has considerable trade with the in- 
terior towns of Essex County, furnishing them 
with many of the necessities and conveniences 

seminary is mentioned 7 Give an account of the Theolog- 
ical Institution at Andover. What is the population of the 
toMm ? 

What do you know of Bradford / 
. ^hat is said of the trade of Danvers ? What is said of 
its maimfaQtures ? What else is said of it ? 
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of life, and taking in return their agricultural 
products, with which, to a great extent, it 
supplies the Saltern market. The numerous 
and extensive tanneries, and the manufactories 
of eartliern ware, are sources of great revenue 
to the town. There are works also for the 
manufacture of cotton and woollen cloths, choc- 
olate and iroo. 

The numerous factories, the demands of an 
active business, and the enterprise of the peo- 
ple, have successfully sustained the bank, 
which has recently been established in the 
place. Population 3647. 

Essex engages largely in the fisheries, and 
carries on ship-building very extensively, hav- 
ing had 40 vessels on the stocks during the 
season of 1828. Population 1107. 

Gloucester. The inhabitants of Gloucester 
are much employed in the fisheries ; the town 
is probably second only to Marblehead in the 
extent to which it prosecutes this business. 
About 10,000 tons of shipping belong to the 
town. It is built upon Cape Ann, and a part 
of it is nearly separated from the main land 
by Squara and Cape Ann harbours, which 
have been connected by an artificial canal. 

In what employments are the people of Essex much en- 



What business do the people of Gloucester extensively 
pursue ? How is the town situated ? What does Glouces- 
ter contain ? 

b3 
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Gloucester is a port of entry, and has a bank, 
a custom house, a weekly newspaper, and 
6384 inhabitants. 

HaverhiU lies on the north bank of the Mer- 
rimack, at the head of sloop navigation, 15 
miles from the ocean. It was occupied by 
several families of whites many years before 
any of the neighbouring towns, and was for a 
long time exposed to all the dangers of a soli- 
tary and feeble settlement, surrounded by tribes 
of hostile savages. For a period of 20 years, 
scarcely one elapsed unmarked by their mur- 
derous and plundering incursions. 

In 1698, nine houses were burned by the 
Indians, and about forty of the inhabitants kil- 
led or taken prisoners. On the division of the 
latter, two women and a boy feU to the share 
of a company of twelve Indians, who carried 
them into the then uninhabited country of New- 
Hampshire to a place near the present town of 
Concord. Here they rested for the night. A 
little before day, the captives seized upon the 
tomahawks of the Indians, while they were in 
a sound sleep, and succeeded in killing ten out 
of the twelve, leaving only a woman and a boy 
to escape. The intrepid sufferers then scalp- 
ed their enemies and took a canoe, having de- 
How is Haverhill situated t What is said of its early 
settlement? Relate the circumstances of the attack on 
Haverhill in 1698, and give aA account of the captivity and 
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stroyed tb,^ remaining boats to prevent pursuit, 
and made their escape in safety down the 
Merrimack. 

At a subsequent attack the Indians killed 
Mr. Rolfe, the minister of the place, and near* 
ly 60 of. the inhabitants. The door of Mr. 
Kolfe's house is still preserved as a curiosity, 
pierced witli the bullets of the savages and 
gashed by their hatchets. Haverhill is con- 
nected by two bridges with the towns on the 
opposite side of the river, and contains a 
bank, a printing press, an academy, several 
large and beautiful houses, and 3070 inhabi- 
tants. Being neatly built on ground rising 
from the river, and thus exhibiting the town 
to the best advantage, it presents a fine ap- 

Eearance to the traveller, who approaches it 
om the south. 
' Ipsiuich is built upon both sides of Ipswich 
river, about two miles from its mouth. The 
town was settled in 1634, only 14 years after 
the landing of the pilgrims at Plymouth. 
This town now contains an academy, a female 
academy, a court house, where the courts of 
the county are held, a house of correction and 
a printing office. Ipswich has long been eel- 
escape of three of the prisoners. What is said of a subse- 
quent attack ? How is Haverhill connected with the towns 
on the opposite side of the river, and what does it contain ? 
How is Ipswich situated ? When was it settled ? What 
does it contain ? For what is it celebrated ? What is the 
population of Ipswich ? 
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ebrated for the manufacture of lace. It was 
formerly made by manual labor, but recently 
the Boston and Ipswich Lace Manufactory has 
been established here, with a capital of $150, 
000. The cost of the production is much di- 
minished by the use of machinery ; and labor, 
which was before employed in the manufac- 
ture is now profitably turned to other branthes of 
industry connected with it. Population 2253. 

Ijynn is famous for the manufacture of 
shoes, of which 1,200,000 pairs are annu- 
ally made. The town contains a bank, a 
printing press, an academy, and six churches. 
The great turnpike road leading from Boston 
to Salem passes through this town ; and in the 
easterly part of it crosses a pond over a bridge 
which floats upon the water, being fastened 
only at the ends. 

Nahant is a long peninsula projecting from 
Lynn shore directly intp the sea. It is adorn- 
ed by two beautiful beaches, the first a mile 
and a half long and 15 rods wide; the second 
ninety rods in length, so hard that the hoofs of 
. a horse trotting over it leave no impression, 
Nahant, in the sultry season of the year, is a 
place of very extensive resort, not only for in- 
valids and fashionable people from the vicinity, 

For what is Lynn famous ? What public buildings does 
the town contain ? What it said of the turnpike road 
through this town ? 

Give a description of Nahant and its beaches. When 
and b; whom is Nahant frequented ? 
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but also for travellers in pursuit of amusement 
from distant parts of the country. 

Marhlehead is more extensively engaged in 
the fisheries, principally in the cod fishery, 
than any other town in the United States. In 
one year it had in that employment 160 
vessels. In the height of its prosperity, Mar- 
blehead paid the highest State lax of any town 
in the commonwealth, except Boston ; but 
from the nature of its business it sufiered ex- 
tremely in the war of the revolution, as well as 
in the late war with Great Britain. Its com- 
parative importance has since somewhat de- 
clined. Marhlehead is a rough and rocky 
township, situated upon a peninsula projecting 
between three and four miles into the sea. 
Its deep harbour is defended by a strong fort. 
The town has a bank, a custom house, an 
academy, and 5630 inhabitants. 

JHethuen. Spicket River passes through this 
town and empties into the Merrimack. The 
river has a fall of about 30 feet, and afibrds a 
fine water power, which l)as been appropriat- 
ed chiefly to cotton factories. Pop. 1371. 

JVewbury contains the first woollen factory 

What is said of the business of 'Marhlehead ? What of 
its former prosperity ? How is the town situated ? What 
is said of its harbour ? What does Marhlehead contain 7 

Where is Spicket River ? What is said of its fall ? 

What is there interesting in Newbury ? What is said ol 
Plum Island 1 What is the population of Newbury ? 
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ever built in the State. Limestone is found 
within the town ; and lime was extensively 
made here a great number of years. Plum 
Island lies a short distance from the town ; and 
in the autumn, when the beach plum is ripe, 
is frequented by numerous pleasure parties 
from the vicinity. The Island presents a sin- 
gular appearance, consisting of drifts and plains 
of sand, often swept about by the wind and 
waves, but producing the plum bush abun- 
dantlv. Population of Newbury 3671. 

Jxewburyport was originally a part of New- 
bury, and is the smallest township of land in 
the State of Massachusetts. The town is very 
beautifully built on the south bank of the Mer- 
rimack, three miles from its mouth. It is one 
of the shire towns of the county, and contains 
a brick court house, a jail, an academy, two 
banks, and eight churches. It was once one of 
the most flourishing commercial towns in the 
State, but its prosperity has been much im- 
paired ; particularly by the late war and by 
several destructive fires. Its commerce has 
also received a check from the obstruction of 
navigation by a sand bar at the mouth of its 
harbour, and by a diversion of a portion of its 
trade to Boston, caused by the construction of 

What 18 the size of the township of Newburvport f Give 
an sccount of the situation and public bmldingiB of the 
town. What is said of its prosperity ? How has its com- 
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die Middlesex Canal. There belonged to the 
town in 1826, 20,494 tons of shipping; and 
in 1820, there were 6852 inhabitants. 

Rowley. In the western extremity of this 
town is the highest land in the county ; its most 
elevated isummit is called " Bald Pate." Po- 
pulation 1825. 

Salem is the chief and a shire town of Essex 
County, and the second in population and 
wealth in the State. It is an imponant com- 
mercial place. One hundred and sixty-three 
schooners and larger vessels belonged to it in 
1827. Its enterprising merchants were the 
first, in this country, to engage in the East In- 
dia * trade, which they have prosecuted with 
great energy and success. They have also 
taken an active part in the commerce with the 
West Indies, South America, and Europe. 
The town is situated on a narrow peninsula 
and contains a court house, almshouse, thea- 
tre, and market house, all of brick ; five banks, 
an atheneum with 5,000 volumes, eleven 
churches, and sixteen hundred dwelling houses. 
There are in the town, also, two extensive es- 
tablishments for making white lead, a labora- 

merce been checked ? What is the amount of its shipping ? 
The number of its inhabitants ? 

What highland is there iu Rowley 7 What is the popula- 
tion of the town 1 

How important a town is Salem ? In what branches of 
commerce has it been engaged ? How is the town situated. 
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tory, for the production of alum, vitriol, fcc. ; 
and several extensive rope walks for the man- 
ufacture of cordage. 

The E?ist India Marine Society, composed 
of merchants and masters of vessels, has form- 
ed in this town the most valuable and rare 
museum of natural and artificial curiosities: 
collected from almost every pkrt of the world, 
to be found in this or probably in any country. 
Salem, called by the Indians Naumkeag, was 
settie4 in 1628, only eight years after Ply- 
mouth, and is the oldest town in the county of 
Essex. Population 12,731. 

Salisbury is a considerable manufacturing 
town, separated from Amesbury by the Pow- 
ow River, and participates with it in the ad- 
vantages of the fine water power of that river. 
The town is connected with Newbury and 
Newburyport, on the opposite side of the Mer- 
rimack, by two bridges; and has along its 
western border a handsome beach, which is 
much frequented. Population 2006. 

Topsjiddy through which passes^ Ipswich 
River, has an academy, and 866 inhabitants. 

West Newbury, in which some iron ore has 

and what does it contain ? What is said of its mitseum t 
What was the Indian name of Salem ? When was it set- 
tled ? How long after Plymouth ? What is its popula- 
tion ? 

Describe the town of Salisbury. 

What is said of Topsfield ? 
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been found, is one of the finest agricultural 
towns in the county. It has for naany years 
been distinguished for the manufacture of large 
quantities of horn and shell combs. Pop. 1279, 

GENERALIZATION. 

Inhabitants^ fyc. There are in Essex Coun- 
ty 26 towns and 74,655 inhabitants, of whom 
655 are blacks. Although the larger part of 
the inhabitants are employed in agriculture and 
many in manufactures, the county contains 
several very important commercial towns and 
is also very extensively engaged in the fishe- 
ries. Essex County was incorporated in 1643, 
and sends six Senators to thfe Legislature. 

Rivers, Ipswich River rises in Wilming- 
ton, Middlesex County, takes an easterly course 
across the county of Essex, and, meeting the 
tide at Ipswich two miles from its mouth, there 
becomes navigable. 

Plum Island River ^ or more properly Plum 
Island Sound, between Plum Island and the 
main land, is filled up and emptied every tide 
by the ebbing and flowing of the waters of the 
sea. 

For what i» West Newbury distinguished ? 

How many towns are there in Essex County ? How ma- 
ny inhabitants ? How are they employed ? When WaS 
the county incorporated ? How many Senators does it 
send to tne Legislature ? What is the course of Ipswicfa 
River ? Describe Plum Island River. What is Said of 
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Merrimack River passes through the north 
pan of the county three miles from the boun- 
dary line of New-Hampshire, and meets the 
tide at Haverhill, 15 miles from its mouth. 
This river is more fully described in the ge- 
neralization of the State. 

Savgus River rises in Reading, and passes 
in a south-easterly direction to the borders of 
Lynn, where it becomes wide and navigable. 

Shawshine River has its sources in Lexing- 
ton and Bedford, in Middlesex County, and 
taking a northerly course empties into the Mer- 
rimack in Andover. 

Spicket River rises in New-Hampshire, 
passes in a south-easterly direction through 
Methuen, and flows into the Merrimack. 

Mountains, Though the surface of the 
County of Essex is broken and uneven, there 
are no mountains. 

The coast is indented with numerous l?ays 
and harbours, and its soil for several miles 
from the shore, is stubborn and unproductive ; 
but the interior and northern parts of the coun- 
ty are more fertile, and well repay the labours 
of the husbandman. There are extensive 
salt manshes in and near Sauj^us, on the south, 
and in Rowley on the east side of the county. 

Merrimack River ? Where does Saugus River rise, and 
what is its course ? Where does Shawshine River rise 
and empty ? Describe Spicket River. 

What is the surface of the county ? Are there any 
mountains ? What is said of the coast 7 Of the soil 1 Of 
salt marshes ? 
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FRANKLIN COUNTY. 

TOWNS. 

Jlshfield. This town gives rise to a tribu- 
tary stream of both Deerfield and Westfield 
Rivers, and of course lies on the height of 
land between them. A garrisoned fort was 
maintained in this town for a time during the 
hostilities that preceded the French war, in 
which the colonists of New-England lent such 
efficient aid to the troops of the parent coun- 
try in repelling the incursions of the enemy. 
Population 1748. 

General review of the County. 

Draw the shape of Essex Countjr. Draw Merrimack 
River and its tributaries. Draw Ipswich River. Draw the 
other rivers of the county. How is Essex County bound- 
ed ? Where is the highest land in the county ? Mark it. 
Where is Salem ? Mark it. What do you recollect of 
Salem and its business ? Where are the county courts 
held ? Where is Ipswich % Mark it. Which way is it 
from Salem 1 What manufactures are there at Ipswich 1 
How far is the town from the sea ? Where is Newbury- 
port 7 Mark it. Which way is it from Salem 7 What do 
you recollect of the past and present prosperity of Newbu- 
ryport ? In what part of the county is Gloucester ? Mark 
it. Where is Squam Bay ? Point to it ? Mark the posi- 
tion of Nahant. What do you recollect of it ? In what 
part of the county is Andover ? Mark it. What do you 
recollect of Andover and its institutions 7 What river 
passes through Andover 7 For what is Marblehead cele- 
brated ? Mark it. Where is Plum Island ? What town 
in the county was first settled ? What was its Indian 
name ? 

How is Ashfield situated 7 What fort did it contain 7 
What is its population 7 ^. 
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Ckarlemont. Mill Brook enters the Deer- 
field River in this town, and near its mouth is 
a flour mill with three sets of stones, the best 
in this section of the State. Population 1081. 

Colrain is the second town in the county in 
population, having 1961 inhabitants. Like 
many others in its neighbourhood, it was pro- 
tected by several forts against the savages in 
the infancy of the settlement, and like them 
suffered much from the Indians. It is one of 
the finest grazing towns in the county, or per- 
haps, in the State. 

About a mile above the mouth of Nordi 
River, which flows through this town and emp- 
ties into Deerfield River, is a fall affording 
considerable water power, appropriated to saw 
and grist mills and a cotton factory. Near 
the middle of the town on the same stream, 
are numerous small miUs and factories for dif- 
ferent purposes. 

Conway was once a part of t)eerfield, 
which bounds it on the east. It now has a 
population of 1705. 

X^eer^d" contains an academy, and 1863 
inhabitants. It is a very beautiful town situat- 
ed on the west bank of Connecticut River. 



What is said of the flour mill at Charlemont ? 

What is the size of Colrain ? What mills and factories 
in the town ? For what is it distinguished ? 

From what township was Conway separated ? What it 
its population ? 

VVtiat number of inhalfcants in Deerfield ? How is the 
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The banks of iPeerfielcl River, which passes 
through the town to join the Connecticut, pre- 
sent large tracts of interval land, equal, if not 
superior* to any in the State. Much of the 
land in this township is so productive that it 
yields from year to year, without the necessity 
of tillage, two abundant crops of hay in one 
season, and that without any apparent exhaus- 
tion of its fertility. The farmers of the town 
constitute the g4reatest part of the population, 
and are generally easy in their circumstances, 
many of them opulent. They have for many 
years directed their chief attention to the rais- 
ing and fatting of beef, and have been cele- 
brated for their large and numerous droves of 
fine cattle, annually sent to the shambles at 
Brighton for the Boston market. ' 

Deerfield was originally very large, and is 
the oldest town in the county. Its dimensions 
have been somewhat reduced by having se- 
veral of the neighbouring towns set off from 
its territory. Ldke all the ancient towns oh 
Connecticut River, it suffered much in its 
early history from the Indians. In the year 
1676, Captain Lathropwith a company of sol- 
diers from Essex County was sent from a 
neighbouring settlement to Deerfield to bring 

towB situated ? What is said of the fertility of the banks 
of Deerfield River? Of the land generally in this town- 
ship 7 What is said of the farmers of Deerfield ? To what 
have they directed their chief attention ? What is said of 
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off a quantity of wheat, which was exposed to 
the depredations of the hostile Indians. While 
on his return he was attacked by seven or 
eight hundred savages, and himself with near- 
ly his whole company was killed. The place 
of this murderous conflict, now a parish of 
Deerfield, has since borne the appropriate 
name of Bloody Brook, in commemoration of 
. this event. 

In March 1704, a party of two hundred 
French soldiers with their Indian allies sur- 
prised the town, seized upon the fort and mur^* 
dered nearly 50 of the inhabitants. All the 
houses were destroyed except the meeting- 
house and a dwelling house, which, although 
set on fire, was saved from destruction and is 
still standing, with its door marked by balls 
and tomahawks. More than one hundred per- 
sons were taken prisoners, and among them the 
minister of tlie town. 

Gill lies in a bend of Connecticut River, 
at Miller's Falls, which are a considerable cu- 
riosity. The position of this place and the 
fine fishing grounds around the falls early at- 
tracted the attention of the Indians, while they 
were in this region, and they had here and on 

the size aad age of Deerfield 7 Give an accouat of the In- 
dian conflict at Bloody Brook. \^hy is the south parish of 
Deerfield called Bloody Brook ? Describe the destruction 
of the town by the Indians in 1704. 

What is the situation of Gill ? What is said of the set- 
tlement of Indians about the falls ? 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FRANKLIN COUNTY. 37 

the opposite side of the Connecticut, at Mon- 
tague, a considerable settlement. In 1676 a 
party of whites from Deerfield, Northampton, 
and Hadley, fell upon the settlement by sur- 
prise in the night, while ihe Indians were a- 
sleep in tlieir wigwams, and killed a great 
number of them. Others, in their fright, took 
to their boats for escape, but were carried over 
the falls and drowned. The Indians lost in 
the encounter three hundred of their number, 
and the English thirtysix. 

Crreenjield is tlie shire town of Franklin 
County. It contains a court bouse, a jail, a 
bank, a printing office, from which is publish- 
ed a newspaper, and a high school for girls of 
some celebrity. It extends over a plain of a- 
bout 50 square miles, principally of a good 
soil. 

Below the great falls, on the bank of the 
Connecticut is a copper mine, which has not 
yet been much explored or wrought. The 
vein in one direction passes into a hill, and in 
the other under the bed of the river. The 
town originally belonged to Deerfield, and 
suffered with it from the hostility of the In- 

What is the shire town of Franklin County T What in- 
teresting public buildings and institutions does the town 
contain 7 What is the extent and soil of the township t 
What mine has been discovered in the town T 

To what township did Greenfield formerly belong T What 
is the number of inhabitants in Greenfield 1 
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dians in the infancy of the settlement. It con- 
tained in 1820, 1361 inhabitants, and is rapid- 
ly increasing in population, weahh, and impor- 
tance. 

HawUy, In the northern part of this town, 
about three miles from Deerfield River, is a 
mountain containing an inexhaustible mine of 
magnetic iron ore. It has been wrought to a 
limited extent for several years. Population 
1089. 

Irving^s Orant, situated at the junction of 
Miller's and Connecticut Rivers, has 331 in- 
habitants, but is not an incorporated town. 

Leverett, A rich vein of lead ore extends 
through this town from Montague to Hatfield, 
more than twenty miles. Population 857. 

Montague is situated on the east side of 
Connecticut River opposite to Greenfield, with 
which it is connected by a bridge. The town 
lies at the mouth of Miller's River and oppo- 
site' to the mouth of Deerfield River, in a great 
bend of the Connecticut. The township is 
nearly surrounded by water, more than three 
fourths of its boundary line lieing made up of 
the Connecticut and Miller's Rivers, and a 
small tributary to the 'latter. One hundred 

What mine is there in Hawley t What is the popu- 
lation of Hawley 1 
What is said of Irving's Grant Y 
Wliat mine has been discovered in Leverett T 
How is Montague situated 7 How is the town bounded t 
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rods below the mouth of Miller's River there 
is a dam across the Connecticut 330 feet long, 
raising the river nine feet, and covering the 
rapids for a mile above. On the left bank of 
the river is a jock one hundred feet long and 
twenty feet wide, by means of which boats rise 
to the level of the river above the dam. Four 
miles below are the Montague Falls, where 
there is a dam one thousand feet long, and 
thirtyooe and one half feet high, setting the 
water back to the foot of the other dam, and 
thus enabling boats to pass over the rapids 
between them, and suppljring with water 
the canal constructed to avoid the lower falls. 
This canal lies wholly in the town of Mon- 
tague, and is twenty feet wide, two and one 
half feet deep, and nearly three miles long. 
The fall of the Connecticut from Miller's River 
to the foot of the Montague Falls is seventy- 
one feet. The tolls received on the canal 
amount to $11,000 annually. Population of 
Montague 1074. 

JVew Salem lies upon very elevated land 
and has a commanding view of-the neighbour- 
How are the rapids near the mouth of Miller's River ren- 
dered passable for boats ? What is said of the dam at 
Montague Falls 1 What is the size of the canal at Mon- 
tague ? What is the whole descent of the Connecticut 
from the mouth of Miller's River to the foot of Montague 
Falls ? What are the annual tolls on the Montague Canal ? 
What is the population of Montague ? 
How is New-Satem situated ? What is said of its size ? 

c2 
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Hig country. It is the largest town in the 
county in population, and has an academy with 
a respectable fund for its support. The num- 
ber of its inhabitants in 1820 was 2146. 

JSTorthJield. Connecticut River passes 
through this township from north to south, di- 
viding it into two unequal parts, and leaving 
the larger with the principal village on its east 
bank. The place was first settled by people 
from the. ancient towns of Northampton, Had- 
ley, and Hatfield, which lie below on the same 
river. It was repeatedly attacked by the In- 
dians, who at diflferent times destroyed many 
of its inhabitants ; and twice compelled the 
survivors to abandon the settlement with all 
their improvements. Northfield contains an 
academy, recendy established, and 1584 in- 
habitants. 

Shelbume. In the south part of this town 
are Shelbume Falls, on the Deerfield River. 
The descent of the river is fortyseven feet in 
the distance of forty rods, which affords abun- 
dant water power for several miUs for different 
purposes. Population 1027. 

Whidh side of the Connecticat River is the principal 
village of Northfield 7 By whom was the town first set- 
tled ? What difficulties did the early settlers of North- 
field encounter ? What institution has Northfield t What 
is the population of the town ? 

On what river are Shelbume Falls ? What is the height 
of the falls ? What is the population of Shelbume ? 
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Sunderland contams a bank. It is a small 
but fertile township, lying along the east side 
of Conoecticut River. Mount Toby is a con- 
siderable elevation, and lies about two miles 
from the river, chiefly in this town and Lever- 
ett There is a cavern on the southern side 
of the mountain 60 feet deep. Population of 
the town 597. 

Warwick contams a glass manufactory. Pop- 
ulation 1256. 

GENERALIZATION. 

Inhabitants, ^c, Franklin County contains 
24 towns and 29,132 inhabitants, of whom 936 
are coloured. It was incorporated in 1811, 
and sends two Senators to the State Legisla- 
ture. 

The people of this county are nearly all en- 
gaged m agriculture. The fine grazing lands 
found upon its verdant mountains and m its 
fertile vallies, intersected and watered as they 
are by numerous rivers and smaller streams, 
have induced the farmers to turn their atten- 

What does Sunderland contain; and how is it situated ? 
What is said of Mount Toby ? Its cavern ? What is the 
population of Sunderland ? 

What manufactory has Warwick ? What is the popular 

tion of the town ? 

* 

How many towns are there in Franklin County ? How 
many inhabitants ? When was the county incorporated ? 
How many Senators does it send to the Legislature % How 

c3 
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tion particularly to the raising and fatting of 
beef. Large droves of the finest fat cattle are 
seen in the autumn and spring, winding their 
way through the intervening towns to the 
Brighton Market. 

Rivers* The Connecticut River first enters 
the State of Massachusetts in this county. It 
passes through the county from north to south, 
dividing it into two parts, and leaving the great- 
er part on its west side. 

The Connecticut has rapids for a mile above 
the mouth of Miller's River. They are ren- 
dered passable for boats, however, by means 
of a dam below them, which sets the water 
back and covers the rocks. After receiving 
Miller's River the Connecticut makes a short 
turn to the west, between Gill and Montague, 
and passes over Miller's Falls. These are 
surmounted by means of a lock on the east 
side of the river. 

Between Greenfield and Montague, after 
the river has resumed its southerly course, it 
passes over other falls of still greater height, 
called MontaguQ Falls. These are a great 

are the people of the county chiefly employed ? What is 
said of their grazing lands and fat cattle f 

Where does Connecticut River enter Massachusetts ? 
What is its general course, and how does it divide the coun- 
ty ? What Rapids has the Connecticut River in this coun- 
ty ? How are they passed by boats ? Where are Miller^s 
Falls T How are they surmounted by boats ? What is the 
course of the Connecticut between Greenfield and Mon- 
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natural curio^ty, being the highest on any con- 
siderable stream in Massachusetts. The falls 
are avoided by boats passing up and down the 
river, by means of a canal, which has been ful- 
ly described in the town of Montague. 

Deerfidd River rises in the Green Moun- 
tains of Vermont, 46 miles north of Massachu- 
setts State line. It pursues a winding south- 
westerly course through the mountain valleys, 
till it reaches the great bend at the foot of 
Hoosac Mountain 5 whence flowing southeast, 
it passes over Shelbume Falls, 47 feet in height 
in the distance of 40 rods, and empties into 
Connecticut River. 

MUler^s River has its principal source in a 
large pond lying partly in Winchendon, Wor- 
cester County, but chiefly in New-Hampshire. 
This and several otlier small streams uniting in 
Winchendon, receive the name of Miller's Riv- 
er. The stream flows in a westerly direction 
over a broad and rocky bed with a generally 
uniform descent, and passes into the Connec- 
ticut through a mouth composed of high, rough 
ledges. There are many valuable mill privi- 

tague ? What is said of the falls here ? How are they 
surmounted ? 

Where does Deerfield River rise ? Describe the first 
part of its course. What course does it then take, and 
where does it empty ? 

Where is the chief source of Miller's River ? In what 
town does it receive its name ? Describe its course. 
What useful purpose has been answered by its rapids 7 
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leges furnished by its rapids, and they have 
been extensively appropriated to mills and fac- 
tories. 

Green River rises in Marlboro', Vermont, 
runs a southeasterly course and joins Deer- 
field River a little before the latter empties 
into the Connecticut. Its banks present tracts 
of excellent land. 

No part of the State is better watered than 
Franklin County ; and its fine streams not only 
answer their great design of draining and fer- 
tilizing the fields of the husbandman, but sup- 
ply also a vast amount of water power for the 
purposes of the manufacturer. 

Mountains, IJoosac Mountain lies on the 
west line of Eraiiiklm County. This lengthen- 
ed elevation is of a uniform height, and though 
standing somewhat distinct, belongs to the great 
chain of the Green Mountains, which will be 
more fully described in the general view of 
the State. 

Mount Toby, on the east side of Connecti- 
cut River, about two miles from its bank, lies 
chiefly in Sunderland and Leverett. It has a 
cave in one of its side3 60 feet deep, which in 
this region is a great natural curiosity. 

What are the origin and course of Green River ? What 
is said of its banks ? What purposes do the streams and 
rivers of the county serve ? 

Where is Hoosac Mountain ? To what ri^kje of moun- 
tains does it belong ? What is said of Mount Toby t What 
is the general surface of the county ? 
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There are no other mountains in -Che county- 
worthy of being particularly described, though 
its surface is generally uneven, presenting to 
the traveller hills and vallies in rapid succes- 
sion and agreeable variety. 



HAMPDEN COUNTY. 

TOWNS. 

Blanford is a large township upon the east- 
ern side of the Green Mountains. In this town 
commences the ridge of rocky hills, which ex- 

General review of the County. 

Draw the shape of Franklin County. How is it bounded ? 
Draw the rivers of the county. Which is the Connecti-' 
cut ? Which the Deerfield ? Which Green River ? Where 
is Hoosac Mountain ? Mark it. Where is Mount Toby ? 
Mark it. In what town are the county courts held 1 Point 
to it. Where is Ashfield ? Mark it. Which way is it 
from Greenfield ? Where io Montague ? Mark it. What 
do you recollect of Montague Falls ? Where is Colrain 1 
Mark it. For what is it remarkable 7 What town lies on 
the east of it ? South ? West ? How is it bounded on 
the north ? Where is New Salem ? Mark it. What do 
you recollect of the size of New Salem ? In what part of 
the county is Rowe ? Mark it. Where is Deerfield ? On 
what rivers does it lie ? Tell what you know of its early 
history. Which is the oldest town m the county ? What 
mines do you recollect in the county ? What cave ? To 
what do the farmers of Franklin County particularly attend? 
To what market do they send tlieir fat cattle ? 

What is the size and situation of the township of Blan- 
ford ? What is said of the hiUi in this town f Mention 
the population of the town. 
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tends to Pittsfield, in Berkshire County. Pop- 
ulation 1515. 

Brimjield was first settled in 1701, and is 
the oldest incorporated town in the county, 
except two, Springfield and Westfield. It 
was originally a very large township, embrac- 
ing within its limits several of the towns in its 
neighbourhood, Monson, South Brimfield, Hol- 
land, and a part of Western, in Worcester 
County. It is still large and possesses a bet- 
ter soil than most of those in its vicinity. It 
lies on the east side of the Lyme range of 
mountains. Population 1612. 

Chester^ in the northwest corner of the 
county, has two streams tributary to Westfield 
River, passing through it. The township con- 
tains great quantities of excellent building 
stone. Population 1526. 

Longmeadow was originally a part of Spring- 
field, which bounds it on the north. It is a 
fine towhship of land, lying on the east side of 
Connecticut River, and its inhabitants are al- 
most exclusively devoted to agriculture. Pop- 
ulation 117,1. 

What is said of the antiquity of the town of Brimfield T 
What was its original extent ? What is the quality of its 
soil ? How is it situated 7 Name its population. 

Where is Chester 7 What does it contain ? W^at is 
its population 7 

To what town did Longmeadow once belong t What is 
said of its soil and situation 7 What ure the emplojrment 
and number of its inhabitants t 
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Monson contains a very respectable acade- 
my, and 2126 inhabitants. It lies on the south 
side of Chickopee River, a small tributary to 
which passes through the town. The town- 
ship possesses considerable water power, 
which has been appropriated to several large 
cotton and woollen factories. 
' Palmer is situated at the junction of Ware, 
Chickopee, and Swift Rivers. It contains 
valuable water power, and very extensive man- 
ufacturing establishments have been project- 
ed and commenced ; but the depression of 
manufactures for the last few years, has pre- 
vented their completion. Population 1197. 

Southwick, A part of this township ex- 
tends south of the general boundary line be- 
tween Massachusetts and the State of Con- 
necticut, and it has given rise to much contro- 
versy between the two States, to settle die 
question, which should exercise jurisdiction 
over this disputed territory. The town con- 
tains several large ponds which partially supply 
with water the Hampshire and Hampden Ca- 

What institution does Monson contain 1 What popula- 
tion ? How is it situated ? What natural advantages has 
it, and how have they been improved ? 

How is Palmer situated ? What does it contain f What 
is said of manufactories 1 Mention the population of 
Palmer. 

What is the situation of Southwick 7 To what contro- 
versy has a portion of its territory civen rise ? What is 
said of its ponds 1 What is its population ? 
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nal, which passes through the town. Popu- 
lation 1255. 

Springfiddy situated on the east bank of 
Connecticut River, is the chief and shire town 
of Hampden County, and the largest in the in- 
terior of Massachusetts. It was setdedin 1636, 
and is the oldest town in the State on the 
river. It suffered in its early history from 
Indian hostilities, like all other new setde-- 
ments which were pushed beyond former fron- 
tiers. The town was attacked by the sava- 
ges and a large part of it burned in the gener- 
al Indian y^ar excited by King Philip in the 
y^ar 1675. 

The main street is two miles in length, fol- 
lowing the course of the river. The town is 
united with West Springfield by an expensive 
toll-bridge, covered by a roof to protect it 
from the weather. Springfield contains five 
meeting houses, a bank, a jail, a court house, 
and two printing presses, each issuing a week- 
ly newspaper. A high school for boys has 
recently been established here, at the public 
expense, and is free for all children of the 
town. The school has gone into successful 
operation, and promises the happiest results. 

What 18 the situation and importance of Springfield ? 
What is said of its antiquity ? Give an account of its early 
history. Describe the present state of the town. Givean 
account of its High School. What is said of the trade of 
Springfield 7 Of its wealth ? Buildings 7 For what is 
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Springfield has an important trade with 
Boston and New-York, from which it receives, 
chiefly by boat navigation, large quantities of 
merchandise for the supply of the interior 
towns in its neighbourhood. From the nat- 
ural advantages of its position on the river, 
and from the laudable enterprise of its people, 
it has become a place of considerable opu- 
lence. A pure and elegant taste is discover- 
ed in many of its private mansions and public 
edifices. 

The town is. particularly distinguished for 
containing a large United States Armory, 
which is situated in the rear of the principal 
village upon a table of land elevated several 
feet above the banks of the river. To tliis 
establishment belong several large brick build- 
ings appropriated to workshops and store- 
houses for the preservation of arms. Two 
hundred and fifty men are constantly employ- 
ed in the manufacture of muskets, of which 
they produce daily between forty and fifty ; 
making in all about 15,000 with their apper- 
tenances annoally. In 1817, one hundred 
and twentyeight thousand five hundred and 
fiftynine had been made, at an expense to 
the national government of over o^e million 
eight hundred and twenty thousand dollars. 

the town particularly distinguished 7 What buildingB be- 
long to the armory ? How many men are employed in it ? 
How many muskets do they make daily 1 Anottaily ? How 
many had been made here in 1817 7 At what expense to 
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In Shays' insurrection, in the ,year 1786, 
eleven hundred of the rebels, under the com- 
mand of Shays himself, with the design of 
taking possession of the armory, marched to 
attack General Shepard, who had been sta- 
tioned there with about twelve hundred men 
for its defence. As the column of insurgents 
advanced towards the position of General 
Shepard, tliey were warned to desist ; but no 
notice being taken of this admonition, the Gen- 
eral, to avoid if possible, the spilling of blood, 
directed the artillery to discharge. a shot over 
their heads. This pacific overture had not 
the desired effect ; the column still advanced 
with their bold and determined leader at their 
head. General Shepard then ordered a shot 
to be levelled at their centre, which cut down 
four men, and threw the whole body into con- 
fusion. Capt. Shays in vain endeavoured to 
rally his men for the execution of their design ; 
they fled in every direction. The insurrec- 
tion was completely suppressed without fur- 
ther bloodshed. 

Chickopee River crosses the northern part 
of the town and affords abundant water power. 
An active and flourishing village on this river, 

the United States ? Give a description of the affray that 
happened near the armory in Shays' insurrection. What 
river crosses the northern part of the town 7 What is said 
of it ? Of Chickopee Village ? What was the population 
of Springfield in 1820 ? What was it by a later census ? 
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has recent^ sprung up within the limits of the 
town ; it owes its existence to the establish- 
ment of extensive paper mills and cotton fac- 
tories. In 1820, Springfield contained 3914* 
inhabitants, bat by a late census 5764. 

Westjield was settled in 1667, and was for 
many years farther west than die other places 
occupied by white people in the valley of the 
Connecticut ; and troops were quartered here 
for their common defence against the savages. 
The Indians attacked it in Philip's war eight 
years after its settlement and destroyed sever- 
al houses by fire. The banks of Westfield 
River, a large and important stream, spread 
out in this town into broad and feitile mead- 
ows. Westfield enjoys great advantages in its 
highly favourable situation on Westfield River, 
Little Westfield River, and the Hampshire 
and Hampden Canal, which opens a trade 
with New-Haven, in the State of Connecticut. 
It contains a bank, an academy, a printing of- 
fice, fi'om which is published a weekly paper, 
and 2668 inhabitants. 

West Springfield. This township extends 
along the west bank of Connecticut River, 
the whole breadth of Hampden County. It 

When was Westfield settled ? What was its situation 
at that time ? How did it suffer from the Indians 1 What 
advantages of situation has Westfield ? What does the 
town contain ? 

What is the situation and extent of West Springfield T 
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is intersected by Westfield River, and is gen- 
erally extremely fertile ; particularly on the 
banks of the rivers. Rye is the staple com- 
■modity of the town, of which it sends 36,000 
bushels annually to Springfield for distillation. 
West Springfield contains 3246 inhabitants, 
and is the second town in the county in popu- 
lation. 

Wilbraham contains a distinguished and 
flourishing academy under the control of the 
Methodists. Its funds are estimated at j(33, 
137. Population of the town 1979. 
Granville contains 1643 inhabitants. 
Holland, » 453 

Ludlow, " 1246 " 

Montgomery, " 604 " 

Russell, " 491 " 

South Brimfield, 683 " 

Tolland, " 692 " 

GENERALIZATION. 

Inhabitants y fyc. There are 18 towns in 
Hampden County, and 28,021 inhabitants, of 
whom 306 are coloured. The people are 

What is said of its fertility ? What is the staple produc- 
tion of the town ? 

What is the comparative importance of West Spring- 
field ? The number of its inhabitants ? 

What is said of Wilbraham Academy ? What is the pop- 
ulation of the town t 

How man^ towns are there in Hampden County ? How 
m any inhabitants ? How are the people generally employ- 
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generally devoted to agriculture, though there 
are several large manufacturing establishments 
situateciKchiefly on the Chickopee River in the 
northeastern part of the county. 

Hampden County was incorporated in 1812 
and sends two Senators to the Legislature. 

Rivers. The Chickopee River rises in 
Paxton, Worcester County, runs southwest 
into Hampden County, and receives in -the 
town of Palmer the united waters of Swift and 
Ware Rivers. Thus reinforced with a great- 
er stream than its own, it runs west to the 
Connecticut River, affording many valuable 
mill sites. 

The Connecticut River runs south through 
the county, dividing it nearly into halves. 
The river having received several large tribu- 
taries, becomes in this county broad and deep. 
Heavy laden boats and rafts are constantly 
seen upon the river, and when the works are 
completed, which are in progress for the im- 
provement of its navigation, it will be easily 
passable lor steam boats. 

Westfield River has three sources, the west 

ed ? When was the County incorporated ? What number 
of Senators does it send to the Legislature ? 

Where does Chickopee River rise ? What rivers are 
tributary to it? What is its course, and where does it 
empty ? What advantages does it afford 7 

What it the course of the Connecticut in this county ? 
What is said of its navigation ? 

Where are the sources of Westfield River ? What is its 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



54 GEOGRAPHY OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

in Washington, the middle in Peru, the north 
in Windsor, all in Berkshire County. These 
branches run in deep vallies over rocky beds 
to Blanford, where they unite, and where the 
hills recede, giving place to extensive and fer- 
» tile meadows, till the river after a southeast- 
erly course enters the Connecticut in West 
Springfield. 

The Hampshire and Hampden Canal pas- 
ses through this county in a course nearly 
piarallel to Connecticut River and joins the 
Farraington Canal in Suffield, Connecticut. 
A water communication with New-Haven is 
thus opened to a ratige of fertile inland towns; 
and through Long Island Sound access is easy 
to the cities of Boston and New-York. This 
canal is expected by its proprietors to be pro- 
ductive of great benefits to the country adja- 
cent, and some of the anticipated advantages 
have been already realized. 

Mountains, The Mount Tom range of 
mountains lies on the west side of the valley 
of the Connecticut in Hampden County, and 
is continued into the State ot Connecticut. 

course ? What is said of its banks ? Where does it 
empty ? 

What is the course of the Hampshire and Hampden Ca- 
nal 7 With what cities does it open a water communica- 
tion ? ' What is said of its advantages % 

Where is the Mount Tom range of mountains T 
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The Lyme range rises in the east part of 
the county, and also extends in a southerly line 
into Connecticut. 

The Green Mountains lie along the whole 
western border of Hampden County, and sep- 
arate it from the county of Berkshire. 

, This county exhibits a surface of consider- 
able variety, changing often fiom mountain 
to valley, and from valley to plain. Its soil is 
generally good, especially on Connecticut and 
Westfield Rivers. 

Where does the Lyme range rise ? What ia said of its 
extent ? 

What mountains separate Hampden County from the 
county of Berkshire ? 

Describe the surface of the county of Hampden. What 
is said of its soil ? 

General review of the County, 

Draw the shape of the county of Hampden. How is it 
bounded ? Draw the rivers of the county. Where is West- 
field River 1 Point to it. Where is Chickopee River ? 
Where is Connecticut River ? Point to it. Draw the 
mountains of the county. Where is the Green Mountain 
range ? Mark it. Where is the Lyme rang^e ? Mark it. 
In what town are the courts held ? WMch is the oldest 
town in the county 1 What do you recollect of the size of 
Springfield compared with other interior towns ? What do 
you recollect or the Insurgents' attempt to take possession 
of the armory in Shays' rebellion ? How many muskets 
are annually made at the armory in Springfield 1 What 
towns contain factories 1 Where is Westfield ? Mark it. 
Which way is it from Longmeadow ? From Chester ? 
What canal is there in the county ? Draw it. Where does 
it lead ? Where is West Springfield ? Mark it. How is 
it bounded ? Where is BJanford ? Mark it. Which way 
is it from Chester ? From Westfield 1 Where is Palmer ? 
Mark it. Which way ia it from Springfield ? 
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HAMPSHIRE COUNTY. 

TOWNS. 

Amherst, in the valley of the Connecticut, 
though not on its banks, is a beautiful town- 
ship, surrounded by a delightful country. Its 
highly advantageous situation has caused it to 
be selected for the seat of several Literary In- 
stitutions, by which it has become much dis- 
tinguished. Amherst College stands upon 
very elevated ground and overlooks the valley 
of the Connecticut for a great distance. The 
college edifices consist of four large brick build- 
bgs, occupied, three of them by students and 
the other as a chapel and library, and for lec- 
ture rooms. The institution was founded m 
1821, and has increased rapidly in the num- 
ber of its students, having now somewhat 
more than two hundred. It has three tu- 
tors, five pofessors, and a president, who is 
also a professor. Amherst College has been 
the first in New-England to confer its degrees 
on students who have not pursued a course of 
study in the ancient languages. Two courses 
are offered for the student's selection, one 
of Latm and Greek, the other of the modern 

What is said of the situation of Amherst ? Give an ac- 
count of the buildings, instructers, and students of Amherst 
College. How does it differ from other coUeges in New- 
England as to its course of < study 1 
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languages; both accompanied by those addi- 
tional branches, which are usually taught in 
colleges. The former is almost invariably 
chosen. 

Mount Pleasant Institution has been lately 
established in this town as a seminary of a high 
order for boys. An elegant edifice lor the re- 
sidence of pupils and for recitation rooms, has 
been erected on an eminence not far from the 
town. The different branches of education 
are distributed among 11 instructers. The 
number of its pupils is limited to one hundred. 
The school has been liberally encouraged. 

Amherst also contains an academy, which 
has met with considerable success. The pop- 
ulation of the town is 1917, and is fast in- 
creasing. 

Belchertoivn is bounded on the east by 
Swift River, which separates it from Ware 
and Palmer. The township is large and lies 
upon a high swell of excellent land. It is the 
second town in the county in population, and 
has a bank, a printing press, issuing a weekly 
newspaper, and 2426 inhabitants. Consider- 
able mechanical business is carried on in the 
place, and among other articles, large numbers 

Describe the Mount Pleasant Institution. What other 
institution does Amherst contain ? What is said of its pop- 
ulation ? 

What are the situation, extent, and soil of Belchertown t 
What is its importance, and what does it contain f How 
are its inhabitants employed t 

d2 
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of fire engines are made, for the supply ^not 
only of the interior and neighboring towns, but 
of distant cities. The inhabitants are chiefly 
devoted, however, to agriculture. 

Chesterjidd. A branch of Westfield River 
passes through this town, and has worn a chan- 
nel in some places nearly thirty feet deep itito 
solid rock. Being situated on the eastern 
slope of the Green Mountains, it affords fine 
grazing farms. Beryl and emeralds have been 
found here. Population 1447. 

Cummington is situated on the range of the 
Green Mountains. A branch of Westfield 
River passes through the town, setting in mo- 
tion a considerable number of mills and facto- 
ries. Slate stone is abundant and is often 
used for iambs, hearths, and door stones. A 
quarty of soap stone has been opened of very 
good quality but rather hard to work. Sever- 
al interesting specimens of minerals are found 
in different parts of the town. Population 
1060. 

Hasthampton. On the borders of this town 
lies Mount Tom, which, it has been supposed, 

W^hat curiosity is there in Cheeterfield ? What is said 
of its situation and its farms ? What minerals does the 
town contain ? What is its population ? 

How is Cummin^on situated ? What stream passes 
through the town, and what is said of it ? What minerals 
are mentioned 1 What is the population of Cummington ? 

Where is Mount Tom, ond \vhat is said of it ? What is 
the population of Eavthauipton ? 
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in connection with Mount Holyoke once form- 
ed a dam setting back Connecticut River so 
as to overflow large tracts of its now fertile 
banks. This mountain is the highest land in 
the valley of the Connecticut and is the head 
of a ridge of mountains, to which it gives the 
name of Mount Tom range, and which extends 
hito the State of Connecticut on the west bank 
of the river. Population of the town 712. 

Enjield, originally a part of Greenwich and 
Belchertowuy contains two factories situated 
on Swift River. Population 873. 

Hadley is situated on a beautiful bend of 
Connecticut River, and is connected by an 
expensive covered bridge with Northampton. 
It was early settled, and at its incorporation it 
contained the towns of Whately and Hatfield 
on the west side of the river, and Sunderland 
and South Hadley on the' east. The soil of 
the town is rich and fertile, particularly the in- 
terval enclosed by the bend of Connecticut 
River. The town is principally built on one 
street, a mile in length, running north and 
south, and of the ample width of 16 rods. 

Mount Holyoke in the southeast part of this 
town is, of all natural curiosities in the State, 
the most interesting to visiters. Its principal 

What is said of Enfield ? What is its population ? 

How is Hadley situated 1 What towns did it formerly 
contain? What is its soil ? How is the town built ? De- 
scribe Mount Holyoke. What distinguished foreigners 

d3 
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summit is elevated about 1000 feet above the 
surface of the river at its base, and gives the eye 
of the spectator upon it the command of the near 
as well as the distant country. The interval 
lands of the river, laden with vegetation and 
seemingly set off into garden plots, the beauti- 
ful Connecticut itself pursuing a course singu- 
larly circuitous, the neighboring mountains 
covered with tangled forests, and those remote 
dimly descried in the horizon fifty miles off, 
Northampton only three miles frcyn the foot of 
the mountain and entirely overlooked, Hadley 
stretching across a bend of the river, and the 
colleges at Amherst rising in full view; all 
form a prospect of natural and artificial scene- 
ry inexpressibly delightful. 

This town was for several years the hiding 
place of Generals Whalley and Goffe, two of 
the judges of Charles 1. of England, who vo- 
ted for his execution and had -been on that ac- 
count condemned to death. 

Hadley was several times assaulted by the 
Indians, and lost many lives and suffered the 
destruction of much property by their incur- 
sions. In one attack, made on Sunday, while 
the people were engaged in public worship. 
General Goffe suddenly placed himself at the 
head of the inhabitants, caused the repulse of 

were secreted here 1 Relate what is said of them, and of 
an attack of the Indians. What is the population of Had- 
ley ? 
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the savages and again disappeared. It was 
long thought by the people that an angel had 
appeared for them. Population 1461. 

Hatjiddy situated on the west bank of Con- 
necticut River, is one of the oldest settlements 
in the county, and has, like other ancient 
towns of the valley, its own history of Indian 
ravages. At one attack, several prisoners 
were carried off by the savages, and the hus- 
bands of two women, who were among them, 
set off in pursuit. Having received authority 
from the government to ransom the captives, 
they followed the enemy through New- York, 
by the way of the Lakes, into Canada in the se- 
verity of winter. They returned after an ab- 
sence of eight months with 19 of the prisoners. 

In 1786, delegates assembled here from 
fifty towns in the valley of the Connecticut in 
tliis State, and passed certain seditious resolu- 
tions. This was the first important blow struck 
against the government in Shays' Insurrection ; 
it was soon followed up by attempts, some of 
them successful, to stop the proceedings of the 
courts in various counties. Population of the 
town 823. 

Middlejkld lies in the extreme west part of 

What is said of the situation and antiquity of Hatfield ? 
How did it suffer from the Indians ? What seditious 
convention was held here 7 What is the population of the 
town T 
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the county, on the Green Mountains. It con- 
tains quarries of valuable soap stone, which 
would undoubtedly be wrought, if the town 
had easy means of communication with any of 
the great cities in this State and New-York. 
Population 755. 

JVorthampton. The natural beauties of this 
town are not surpassed by those of any other 
in the interior of Massachusetts, nor indeed, in 
the whole valley of the Connecticut. It is 
situated on the west side of the river on land 
gradually rising from its banks, and thus laying 
open to the view of the spectator in almost 
every part of the town, the whole breadth of 
the valley, with its unexampled freshness and 
beauty, for several miles in extent. 

The beauties of nature which have been 
scattered with such unsparing liberality in this 
whole region, seem to present all their variety 
here. And the effect of these is greatly im- 
proved by the magnificence as well as tlie 
elegance and taste of the worlds of art. North- 
ampton is adorned by some of the most splen- 
did private mansions in die country. Its pub- 
lic buildings also improve the appearance even 
of a town otherwise so distinguished for beauty. 

Northampton contains several churches, and 

How is Middlefield situated ? What mineral does it 
contain ? What is its population ? 

VVhat is said of the natural beauties of Northampton t 
How is it situated ? What is said of its private and public 
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being the shire town of the county it has its 
usual public buildings, a court house and jail. 
A weekly newspaper has for many years been 
published here, and the bank is one of the old- 
est in the interior of the State. The town 
has always possessed considerable trade on the 
river, and being at the head of the contem- 
plated Hampshire and Hampden Canal, it is 
expected that its business will be much increas- 
ed when the work is completed. A large 
woollen factory has for many years been in 
successful operation in the town. 

The Round Hill School, established on the 
beautiful eminence in this town whose name it 
bears, has several splendid buildings. It has 
gained great celebrity and received ample sup- 
port from all parts of the United States. Sev- 
eral instructers are employed in the institution, 
which contains over 100 pupils. 

In Shays' Insurrection in 1786, about 1500 
of the insurgents having previously concerted 
their measures at Hatfield assembled here, 
seized the court house and stopped the pro- 
ceedings of the court. Population 2854. 

Plainfield occupying the northwest corner 
of Hampshire County, belongs to the region 

buildings ? What public buildings does it contain ? What 
is said of its trade ? Describe the Round Hill School. 
What event in Shays' Insurrection occurred here ? What 
is the population of the town 1 

What IS said of the situation and surface of Plainfield 1 
What does it contain ? 
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of the Green Mountains. Though hilly it is 
much less so than the adjoining towns, and 
thence is supposed to have derived its name. 
It contains two woollen factories, several mills, 
and 936 inhabitants. 

South Hadley was formerly a part of the 
township of Hadley, which now bounds it on 
the north. It contains 1047 inhabitants, chief- 
ly employed in cultivating its excellent lands, 
though there are in the town several mills of 
different kinds and some factories. The mak- 
ing of paper, particularly, has been carried on 
here to great extent, about fifty people being 
eg[iployed in one establishment for that pur- 
pose. 

The Hadley Falls, between this town and 
West Springfield, constitute one of the greatest 
natural curiosities in the valley of the Connec- 
ticut. The width of the river is here compres- 
sed to about 100 yards, and its accumulated 
waters dash down a ledge of rocks forty feet 
in height in the distance of 15 rods; thus pre- 
senting to the spectator at the foot of the falls, 
a surface of curling and eddying water of near- 
ly 70,000 square feet. 

These falls are surmounted by the boats and 
rafts passing up and down the river by means 

From what town was South Hadley separated ? What 
is the number of its inhabitants, and bow are they employ- 
ed ? What manufacture has been carried to great extent 
here ? Describe Hadley Falls. How are they surmounted 
by boats and rat^s ? 
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of a canal, which fias been constructed at 
great expense on the east side, about two miles 
in length. Several hundred feet of the canal 
have been cut forty feet deep in solid rock. 
"^ Southampton^ This town togetbei' with all 
its neighbors bearing the same family uanie, 
originally constituted one large township call- 
ed Northampton. Southampton is watered by 
the Manhan River, and has the Hampshire and 
Hampden Canal passing through its southern 
part. Several interesting minerals are found 
here, and indications of a rich lead mine are 
so promising that a company has been in- 
corporated with a capital of $200,000 to dig 
for it and to work it when found. Seventy 
or eighty thousand dollars have already been 
ex])ended in piercing the side of a mountain 
in the hope of striking the mine, which is sup- 
posed to lie hid there ; but the success of the 
project has not yet equalled the expectations 
of the projectors. Population 1 1 60. 

Ware contains a bank and extensive works 
for the manufacture of cotton and woollen 
cloths. The factories are situated on the falls 
of Ware River. A company with a capital of 
$500,000, has employed more than 400 peo- 

To what township did Southampton formerly belong ? 
What river passes through it ? What is said of its miner- 
als and leaa mine 1 What is the population of Southamp- 
ton ? 

What doee Ware contaiB ? Where are its factories situ- 
ated ? How many people are employed in them, and what 
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pie at a time, and manufactured over one mil- 
lion yards of cloth annually. The population 
of the factory village, is estimated at 1400, be- 
ing more than that of the whole town in 1820, 
which was 1 1 54. 

JVUliamsburg. A large cotton, linen, and 
woollen factory has been established in this 
town. Population 1087. 

fVorthington, lying upon the height of the 
ridge of Green Mountains is a better township 
of land, for the grains of this country, than 
most of those in the same region. Popula- 
tion 1276. 

Goshen contains 632 inhabitants. 
Granby " 1066 " 

Greenwich " 778 " 

Norwich " 849 " 

Pelham " 1278 " 

Prescott has been set off from Pelhani since 
the census. 

Westhampton contains 896 inhabitants. 

GENERALIZATION. 

Inhabitants, ^c. Hampshire County con- 
tains 23 towns and 26,487 inhabitants, of whom 

do they produce T What is the population of the factory 
village, and what was the population of the whole town in 
1820? 

What manufactory has been established at Williamsburg f 
What is the population of the town ? 

What is the situation and soil of Worthington ? What is 
the population ? 

What number of towns does Hampshire County^;ontain t 
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216 are blacks. The people, with fewer ex- 
ceptions than in most of the other counties in 
the State, ai'e devoted to agriculture. Manu- 
factures, however, are found in a few of the 
towns in different parts of the county. 

Hampshire County, incorporated in 1662, 
embraced at that time the three counties in 
this State bordering on Connecticut River. 
Before its division Hampshire was the largest 
county in Massachusetts, and had Northamp- 
ton for its shire town. When the population 
of the county had extended to its extreme 
parts, and had increased so as to render it 
inconvenient for the courts to perform their 
duties at one place, it was divided by the leg- 
islature of 1811 and 12, into the three present 
counties. Hampshire County still having 
Northampton for its shire town, now sends two 
Senators to the Legislature. 

Rivers. Though the Connecticut River 
runs generally south through the county, its 
course is uncommonly circuitous. 

Manhan River rises in Westhampton, and 

What number of inhabitants ? How are they generaUy 
employed ? 

When was the county incorporated, and what did it then 
embrace ? What was the shire town of the old county of 
Hampshire ? What led to its division, and when was it 
divided ? What is the present shire town of the county f 
How many Senators has it ? 

What is the course of the Connecticut in this county ? 

Where does Manhan River rise, and where does it empty? 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DO GEOGRAPHY OF UfAfiSAGHUSETTS. 

passing twice across Southampton, empties in- 
to the Connecticut at Easthanipton. 

Smfi River has three principal sources, 
one in Wendell, another in New Salem, in 
Franklin County, and a third in Petersham, 
Worcester County. These branches pursue a 
southerly course, unite in Enfield and empty 
into Ware River between Belchertown and 
Ware. 

Ware River rises chiefly in Philipston and 
Hubbardston, and pursuing a southwesterly 
course, receives Swift River and empties into 
the Chickopee in Palmer, Hampden County. 

Westjield River, The main branch of 
Westfield River, with several small tributaries 
to it, waters the western part of the county. 

The streams of this county, except the Con- 
necticut, though they are numerous and abun- 
dantly water its lands, aie inconsiderable in size 
.compared with those of the counties above 
and below it on the river. 

Mountains, The land in the western part 
of Hampshire County gradually rises, and its 
western border lies on the summits of the 
Green Mountains. 

Where does Swift River rise ? Where do its branches 
meet, and where does it empty ? 

Where does Ware River rise ? What is its course, and 
where does it empty ? 

In what part of the county is Westfield River ? 

What is said of ttie rivers of the county ffenerally ? 

In what part of the county are the Green Mountains ? 
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The Lyme range of mountains begins in 
this county with Mount Holyoke, and extends 
along the east bank of Connecticut River to 
the town of Lyme in the State of Connecticut, 
from which it probably derived its name. 

The Mount Tom range begins in this coun- 
ty in Easthampton and is continued abng the 
west bank of the river into Connecticut, and 
terminates in a high rocky eminence at New 
Haven. 

The surface of Hampshire County is gener- 
ally hilly and in some parts mountainous, though 
there are level intervals on the banks of the 
Connecticut. The soil is of very unequal 
quality being best in the centre, and growing 
less and less fertile towards the eastern and 
western extremities. 

Where does the Lyme range begin, and how far does it 
extend ? 

Where does the Mount Tom range begin ? Where does 
it terminate 1 

What is the surface of the county generally 7 What is 
its soil 7 

General review of the County, 

Draw the shape of Hampshire County on a large scale. 
How is it bounded 1 Draw the rivers in it. Which is the 
Connecticut 7 Which is Westfield River ? Where is 
Swift River 7 What is the general course of the rivers in 
this county 7 What falls are there on the Connecticut la 
Hampshire County 7 What is the height of them 7 How 
are tney surmounted ? What towns in the county contain 
factories 7 Where is Mount Holyoke 7 Mark it. Where 
is Mount Tom 7 Mark it. What ranges of mountains be- 
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MIDDLESEX COUNTY. 

ToWs. 

Billerica is situated on Concord and Shaw- 
shine Rivers. The Middlesex Canal also 
passes through the town, and having its sum- 
mit level here is supplied with water from Con- 
cord River. It is carried over Shawshine Riv- 
er by an aqueduct 20 feet high. The town 
contains an academy and a population of 1380. 

Brighton is celebrated for its annual cattle 
shows, and its cattle fairs, which are held on 
Monday every week. Immense herds of fat 
cattle, frequently from two to six thousand in 
number, collected by drovers from all parts of 
New-England, are sold here weekly, for the 
supply of Boston and the vicinity with fresh 
provisions, and for barrelling for distant mar- 
kets. The town contains several beautiful 

Sin in this county ? What is the soil of the county ? What 
istinguished Literary Institutions does the county con- 
tain, and where are they 1 What is the shire town of the 
county ? Mark it ? Wnat do you recollect of the situation 
of Northampton ? Where is Hadley ? Mark it. Which 
way is Amherst from Northampton 7 Mark it. Mark Bel- 
chertown. Which way. is it from Northampton ? Which 
way is it from Ware ? Mark Ware. In what part of the 
county is Plainfield t Mark it. Which way is it from 
Northampton ? Which way is it from Middleneld 1 Mark 
Middlefield. Which way is it from Northampton ? 

How is Billerica situated ? What is said of the Middle- 
sex Canal 7 What does the town contain ? 
For what is Brighton celebrated ? What is said of its 
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country seats and highly cultivated farms. It 
has a bank and 702 inhabitants. 

Cambridge is a half shire town, and is the 
thir4 in population in the county. Its inhabit- 
ants live chiefly in three villages. Lechmere 
Point in the northeastern part of the town, has 
sprung up within a few years and is rapidly in- 
creasing in business, population and wealth. It 
is connected with Boston by a bridge, which 
has a branch leading oflf from it to Charlestown. 
This village owes its existence chiefly to the 
construction of its bridge and the expensive 
roads leading to it ; but its growth has been 
much increased by the establishment there of 
the county buildings, a court house and jail. 
An extensive glass manufactory has been in 
operation here for several years, and has pro- 
duced some of the most beautiful specimens 
of cut glass ware, manufactured in this country. 
During the rapid growth of the neighboring 
city of Boston, the "demand for bricks has been 
to a considerable degree supplied from this 
place. An immense quantity of beef, pur- 
chased at the Brighton fairs, is slaughtered 
here and barrelled for exportation. 

weekly fairs ? What is said of the country seats and farms 
of Brighton 7 What is the population ? 

What is the size of Cambridge ? How is it setUed ? 
What is said of the growth and prosperity of Lechmere 
Point 7 What are the manufactures of the village 7 What 
article is prepared here for exportation 7 
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Cambridgeport, another village of the town, 
is in the eastern part, next to Boston, with 
which it is connected by a bridge, that with its 
causeway, is a mile and one third in length. 
A bank has recently been established here, and 
it is a place of considerable trade, though its 
growth has not equalled for the last few years, 
the part of the town above described. 

In the remaining village, which contains the 
first parish, and once embraced nearly the 
whole population of the town, is an Arsenal 
belonging to the State of Massachusetts. Here 
also is the extensive printing establishment 
called the University Press. This was the 
first printing press established in the United 
States. It has in all periods of its history been 
highly respectable, and has now become jusdy 
celebrated for the beauty and accuracy with 
which it sends out classical books in the vari- 
ous ancient and modern languages. This part 
of the town is the seat of Harvard University, 
for which Cambridge is chiefly distinguished. 
This ancient institution was founded in 1638, 
only 18 years after the landing of the Pilgrims 
at Plymouth. It is far the oldest college in 
the United States. In 1775, on the breaking 

■ What is said of Cambridgeport t What does the remain- 
inf; villaiTe contain ? What is said of the printing press es- 
tablished here ? When was Harvard University founded ? 
What is said of its antiquity ? How have the operations of 
the college been interrupted here ? What interesting event 
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out of the war of the revolution, the operations 
of the collei^e were suspended at this place, 
and its buildings converted into barracks for 
soldiers. It was here, under a large elm tree 
now standing, that General Washington first 
assumed the command of the American army. 
The officers and students of the college were 
removed to Concord, where the instruction 
was given till the evacuation of Boston by the 
British in 1776. 

The University in almost all periods of its 
history, has enjoyed the public confidence and 
regard. And it has paid back to the commu- 
nity an ample equivalent for its numerous ben- 
efactions in the great numbers of well educat- 
ed and distinguished men it has sent forth. 

The University consists of a college for un- 
dergraduates, having between two and three 
hundred students from every part of the Unit- 
ed States, but chiefly from New-England and 
nearly one third from Boston ; — a Divinity 
School, in which are'fortytwo students in the- 
ology and candidates for the ministry ; — a Law 
School, having iwentyfour students ; — and a 
Medical College, with eightythree students. 

took place at Cambridge in the be^innin?? of the revolution'' 
Where were the instructions of the college given during 
the siege of Boston ? How has the college been regarded 
by the community t 

WTiat constitutes the University ? Where are the lec- 
tures of the Medical College delivered 7 What it the whole 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



74 GEOGRAPHY GP MASSACHUSETTS. 

The lectures of the medical college are deliv- 
ered by the faculty of that department in Bos- 
ton, where an appropriate building has been 
erected fcMr the purpose. The whole number 
of students ift the University is four hundred 
and thirteen ; and there are employed m their 
government and instruction, a president, twen- 
ty professors, and six tutors and instructers. 
The schools of Theology, Medicine and Law, 
have each a separate faculty, though several 
of the professors attached particularly to the 
college, belong also to other departments of 
the University. 

The principal buildings of the University at 
Cambridge are eight in number, seven of brick 
and one of stone. Two of those built of brick 
are occupied for lecture rooms and for the li- 
brary, which is the largest in the United States, 
containing over thirty thousanci volumes ; the 
remaining five have either 32 or 24 rooms 
each, constructed for the accommodation of 
two students in each room. The superb struc- 
ture of stone has been erected within a few 
years, and is occupied for a chapel, for reci- 
tation rooms, and for dining halls. 

The population of Cambridge in 1820, was 

number of students in the University ? How many profes- 
sors and tutors are employed in their government and in- 
struction 7 
Describe the buildings of the University, and the purpos- 
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3295, and is supposed to be now much increas- 
ed. 

Charlestovm is built on a peninsula between 
Mystic and Charles Rivers, and takes its name 
from the latter. It was settled in 1628, being 
the oldest town in the county of Middlesex, 
and one of the oldest in the State. The Mas- 
sachusetts Insane Hospital, an interesting and 
important public institution, occupies a beauti- 
ful situation in this town near Charles River. 
Here also is the Massachusetts State Prison, 
built of stone ] to which has recendy been 
added a new building constructed with cells, 
for solitary confinement. In this 290 convicts 
are imprisoned, who at night are locked up 
each one in his cell. By then- daily labour 
they nearly defray the expenses of the institu- 
tion. The United States Navy Yard, sur- 
rounded by a high stone wall laid in mortar, 
and containing a considerable number of store- 
houses and magazines for arms, and three 
buildings for covering line of battle ships of 
the largest class, is a great ornament to this 
town, and causes the circulation of large sums 
of money. A dry dock for the admission and 
repair of vessels of any size, is in rapid pro- 

es to which they are appropriated? What is the popula- 
tion of Cambridge ? 

How is Charlestown situated ? When was it settled ? 
What is said of the Insane Hospital in this town ? What 
is said of the Massachusetts State Prison ? Describe the 
United States Navy Yard. What is said of the Dry Dock ? 

e2 
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gress towards its completion, and will probably 
cost five or six hundred thousand dollars. 
Ships of war are also generally lying at the 
navy yard and diere are batteries for its de- 
fence. 

Bunker Hill, celebrated for the obstinate 
and bloody balde fought upon it in the begin- 
ning of the American Revolution, is in Charles- 
town, and sdll exhibits traces of its old en- 
trenchments. To mark the spot where undis- 
ciplined militia displayed such extraordinary 
firmness against regular troops, a monument of 
stone, to be over two hundred feet high, has 
been begun and is more than half completed^ 
In the battle of Bunker Hill, Charlestown was 
set on fire by the British, and nearly four hun- 
dred buildings were burned. The people 
were thus reduced to poverty and obliged to 
leave the peninsula. On Winter Hill in this 
town. General Burgoyne's army encamped as 
prisoners of war, after their defeat and capture 
at Saratoga in New-York, by General Gates. 

Charlestown is coimected by a bridge near- 
ly a mile long with Chelsea, by another with 
Maiden, by a third with Craigie's bridge lead- 
ing either to Boston or Lechmere Point in 
Cambridge, and by two others direcdy with 

For what is Bunker Hill celebrated ? What is there on 
the hill to commemorate this event ? When and by whom 
was the town destroyed ? For what is Winter Hill re- 
markable 7 How is Charlestown connected with the neigh- 
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Boston. The town has had of late years a 
prosperous growth, engages considerably in 
commerce, contains a newspaper press, a bank, 
five churches, and 6591 inhabitants, and is the 
most populous town in Middlesex County. 

Chelmsford, a parish of which is at the head 
of Middlesex Canal, contains a glass manufac- 
tory, and is celebrated for its immense quar- 
ries of granite, which are extensively wrought 
for exportation. Many of the finest edifices in 
the city of Boston have been built of this ma- 
terial. It contains an iron foundery where the 
castings for the machine shops of Lowell are 
made, and an academy ; and had in 1820, when 
it included the town of Lowell, 1655 inhabit- 
ants, and now has probably about the same 
number. 

Concord lies at the junction of Assabet and 
Sudbury Riyers, and on both sides of Concord 
River. It is a half shire town of the county 
and contains a printing press, issuing a weekly 
newspaper, a court house, and a jail. 

April 19th, 1775, a detachment of British 
troops from Boston, marched to this place to 
destroy the military stores which had been here 
collected. A skirmish took place at a bridge 

boring towns ? What is said of the growth and present 
condition of Charlestown ? 

For what is Chelmsford celebrated ? What does the 
town contain ? 

What is the situation and importance of Concord ? What 

e3 
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over Concord River, between the British and 
the militia of this and the neighboring towns. 
Several of the Americans were killed but a 
greater number of their enemies, who were com- 
pelled to retreat to their main army at Boston, 
under a destructive fire from great numbers of 
the citizens, concealed behind fences, trees, 
and buildings on the road. A monument has 
been erected in the town to commemorate this 
event. Population 1778. - 

Dracut. This is an agricultural town, con- 
nected with Chelmsford and Lowell by two 
bridges, one at the head of Pawtucket Falls, 
and the other built in 1826 at the foot, more 
than 500 feet in length. The market created 
by the growth of the manufacturing village at 
Lowell, has given a spring to the agricultural 
interests in its vicinity, which Dracut has felt 
in common with all other towns in the neigh- 
borhood. Population 1407. 

Framingham contains a population of 2037 
inhabitants, and has a flourishing academy 
with a fund of over $7,000 for its support. 
The town is chiefly distinguished, however, for 
its manufactures. Extensive cotton and wool- 



event in the revolution happened in this town ? What is 
the population of Concord ? 

What is the situation of Dracut ? What is said of its 
prosperity ? What is its population ? 

What IS the population of Framingham ? What is the 
amount of the funa of the academy in uiis iown 7 In what 
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len factories have been erected at Saxonville, 
a village of Framingham on Sudbury River, 
which passes through the town. The manu- 
facturing company has employed over 200 per- 
sons at a time, and paid lor their labor more 
than $3,000 a month. 

Groton. The lands on Nashua River, 
which passes through this town, are of an ex- 
cellent quality. The farmers of Groton, who 
constitute the principal part of the whole pop- 
ulation, have in past years devoted their atten- 
tion with considerable success, to the growmg of 
hops. The town contains a printing press, and 
many elegant dwelling-houses, built chiefly upon 
one street. The academy established in Groton 
has a building beautifully situated, and a fund 
of several thousand dollars. Population 1897. 

Hopkinton. This township was originally 
purchased of the Indians by President Lever- 
ett, of Harvard College. It was called Hop- 
kinton in honor of Edward Hopkins, a distin- 
guished benefactor of the College. The lands 
were leased to the first settlers lor a long term 
of years on condition of their paying a trifling 

part of the town are the cotton and woollen factories situ- 
ated ? How many people has the manufacturing company 
employed at a time ? 

To what product have the farmers of Groton paid partic- 
ular attention 1 How is the town built 1 What is said of 
its academy T What is the populatiou of Groton 7 

From what circumstance did Hopkinton derive its name 7 
What title had the first settlers of the town to their lands 7 
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annual rent to the college. There are mineral 
springs of some celebrity in Hopkinton, and 
they attract many visiters in the sultry months. 
Population 1665. 

Lexington. A monument has been erect- 
ed in this town to commemorate the death of 
the eight men, who were killed by the British 
troops on the morning of the 19tb of x\p'ril,1775, 
on their march to Concord. They were the 
first victims sacrificed for the cause of Inde- 
pendence in the American Revolution. 

Lowell is a small township of poor land sit- 
uated at the confluence of Concord and Merri- 
mack Rivers. It occupies the place formerly 
reserved by the State for tlie Pawtucket In- 
dians. A small woollen factory was built here 
in 1813, at an expense of $3000. Another 
building was afterwards added to the establish- 
4iient ; but besides the people here employed, 
there were not in 1822, one hundred inhabit- 
ants in that part of the township of Chelmsford, 
which in 1826, was incorporated as the town 
of Lowell. It now contains ten cotton facto- 
ries, four stories high, 150 feet long and 44 
feet wide, which produce every week over 

What springs are there in Hopkinton ? What is the popu- 
lation of the town ? 

For what purpose has the monument in Lexington been 
erected ? What is the population of the town ? 

What is the situation of Lowell ? What Indians former- 
ly lived here ? What was the importance of the town be- 
fore 1822 ? Give an account of its factories. Describe the 
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160,000 yards of cotton cloth, and between 8 
and 10 million yards annually. Connected with 
tlie factories are three large buildings in which 
the goods are bleached and about one half 
printed for calico. A carpet manufactory has 
been lately established, which has produced 
some splendid specimens in the Brussels style. 
A large machine shop, employing a great num- 
ber of mechanics, furnishes the factories with 
machinery, in which great improvements have 
been made. The water power necessary for 
moving these immense works, is supplied by 
the Merrimack, which here falls more than 30 
feet. 

The Pawtucket Canal round the falls, 90 
feet wide, four deep, and a mile and a half 
long, falls into Concord River, and was origin- 
ally excavated for boat navigation, but is now 
used also to convey water to the factories. 
Side cuts to this canal set in motion all the 
factories, bleacheries, and print works. An- 
other branch of the main canal is excavated, 
which will supply water for a great number 
more of factories whenever they may be want- 
ed. More than two thousand people find lu- 
crative employment in connexion with these 
manufacturing establishments. 

There are besides two woollen factories in 

falls and the canals which convey the water to the mills. 
How many people arc employed in the factories? What oth • 
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the town, on Concord River, which manufac- 
ture 500 yards of cloth daily. Powder is also 
made in mills on the same stream to the ex- 
tent of 35,000 pounds annually. 

A considerable part of Lowell is situated on 
an island formed by Merrimack and Concord 
Rivers, and the canal which unites them. The 
town consists of the factories, of several large 
brick blocks, and streets of wooden houses, 
belonging to the manufacturing companies and 
used as boarding houses, of ranges of brick 
stores, a bank, a brick town-house, beautiful 
private mansions, and five churches. There 
are also two printing presses here, which issue 
weekly newspapers. An elegant covered bridge 
with three arches, crosses the Merrimack and 
connects this town with Dracut. The insig- 
nificant village of 1822, is now a highly impor- 
tant town, fast increasing, and supposed to con- 
tain 5000 inhabitants. 

Maiden is connected with Charlestown by 
a bridge over Mystic River 2420 feet in length. 
The township contains a thousand acres of salt 
inarsh. Here is a very extensive establish- 
ment for dying silks. Population 1731. 

er<manufactaring establishments does LoweU contain? How 
is one part of LoweU situated? Of what does the town con- 
sist 7 How many inhabitants is it supposed to contain 1 

What is said of Maiden Bridge 7 What does the town- 
ship contain ? What establishment is there in the town 7 
Mention its population. 
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Marlborough was first settled in 1654, by 
people from Sudbury, of which township it 
then formed a part. Being one of the oldest 
towns in the part of the county in which it is 
situated it suffered repeatedly from the sava- 
ges. It was once attacked on Sunday during 
public worship, and several of the inhabitants 
were killed. The remainder fled for safety to 
their fortified places, leavjng their meeting-house 
and many of their dwelling houses to be de- 
stroyed by fire. Though Marlborough was it- 
self separated from Sudbury, and has had sev- 
eral of the neighboring towns set off from its 
limits, it is still a large township, containing an 
academy and 1952 inhabitants. The people 
are chiefly devoted to agriculture. Their farms 
are not surpassed by those of any town in tlie 
county. Among other abundant products, the 
farmers of this town are particularly distin- 
guished for the large quantities of excellent ci- 
der prepared and sent by them to the Boston 
market. 

Medford is a pleasant town, situated on ris- 
ing ground on the banks of Mystic River. The 
settlement here was one of the earliest in the 



When and by whom was Marlborough settled 1 What 
were the peculiar hardships of the early settlers ? Give 
an account of the attack upon it by the Indians. What are 
the dimensions of Marlborough, and what does it contain ? 
What is said of the pursuits or the people ? 

How is Medford situated ? How early was its settle- 
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county. The Middlesex Canal passes through 
the town, and is carried over a small stream 
by an aqueduct built upon five arches of ma- 
sonry, each. 100 feet long, and elevated two 
feet above the highest rise of the river. A 
great number of ships are built at Medford, 
chiefly for Boston merchants. Some of them 
have been models of naval architecture. Pop- 
ulation 1474. 

JVatick. This township was once granted 
by the General Court to a settlement of In- 
dians for a permanent residence. A large 
number were collected here and remained ma- 
ny years. They are now nearly extinct, only 
one or two remainmg in the town. Popula- 
tion 849. 

JSTewton lies in a bend of Charles River, 
which forms its boundary on three sides. The 
river affords extensive water power ; particu- 
larly at the two places called the upper and 
lower falls. At the upper falls the river de- 
scends 35 feet m the distance of half a mile 
and pitches perpendicularly over one ledge of 
rocks 20 feet high. On these falls are exten- 

ment ? What is said of the Middlesex Canal in this town ? 
What branch of industry is carried on in Medford ? Men- 
tion the population of the town. 

To what inhabitants was Natick appropriated ? What 
else is said of the Indians of this town ? W hat is the pop- 
ulation of Natick ? 

How is Newton situated ? What is said of the water 
powQT of the town and the falls, which supply it ? What in- 
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sive iron works and other factories. At the 
lower falls are several large paper loills, and 
a considerable village. 

The Baptist Theological Seminary recently- 
established in this town, stands upon a com- 
manding eminence and is beautifuUy situated. 
Population of the town 1850. 

heading, from which has been separated 
South Reading, is still the fourth town in the 
county in population, and manufactures large • 
quantities of shoes. Population 2797. 

Shirley is a small town, containing only 922 
inhabitants. It has a paper mill and two cotton 
factories, situated on a tributary to Nashua 
River. The town is noted for the family of 
Shakers settled in its southern part bordering 
on Lancaster, in Worcester County. The 
chief singularities of this denomination of 
Christians are their prohibition of the institu- 
tion of marriage and their owning all property 
in common. This establishment, consisting of 
between one and two hundred persons, is re- 
markable for the beauty and order with which 
t&eir lands ar e laid out and fenced, and the 

Btitution is there in Newton ? Mentioo the population of 
the town. 

What is the relative size of Reading ? What is manufkc- 
tared here ? What is the population of the town ? 

What is the size of Shirley 1 What manufactories has 
it ? In what part of this town is the family of Shakers situ- 
ated 7 What are the singularities of this denominatiof of 
Christians ? Of how many does this family consist 7 Wbat 
is the appearance of liteir lands and village 7 How are they 
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good husbandry displayed in their cultivation. 
All the buildings pf the society, which consti- 
tute a considerable village, have a very un- 
common appearance of neatness and taste. 
The employments of the society are chiefly 
agricultural, though they manufacture many 
kinds of small articles, which are in general de- 
mand. They have devoted great attention to 
the raising of garden seeds, and their products 
of this kind have a high reputation. The so- 
ciety have the appearance of possessing all the 
comforts of life, and though simple in their 
manners, are remarkably hospitable to stran- 
ners and visiters. They support schools, taught 
by members of their own society, which are 
not inferior to any of the free schools of the 
towns in their neighborhood. 

Stow contains two factories situated on the 
Assabet River, and an academy, which add 
importance to the town. The township is 
generally poor land, though the village has a 
neat appearance. Population 885. 

Sudbury. On the banks of Sudbury Riv- 
er, which passes with a very sluggish cur- 
rent through this town, are large tracts of low 
lands annually overflowed, which produce 
abundant crops of hay without die necessity of 

employed 1 How do they receive strangers and visiters ? 
What is said of their schools 1 

Give an account of Stow. 

What if said of the lands on the river in Sudbury t 

f 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MIDDLESEX COUNTY. 87 

cultivalion. Sudbury was for some time a 
frontier settlement, and suffered much from 
the Indians. In Philip's war, Captain Wads- 
worth of Boston, and Captain Brocklebank of 
Rowley, sent with about fifty men to relieve 
Marlborough from the savages who closely in- 
vested it, were drawn into an ambuscade in 
this place by 500 Indians, and all cut off to a 
man. Population 1417. 

Tewkshury. Merrimack River passes by 
this town, and is here obstructed by Hunt's 
Falls, descending 20 feet in a quarter of a 
mile. The Belvidere cotton and woollen 
manufacturing company was incorporated in 
this town in 1822. The soil is sandy and poor, 
but large quantities of hops are aimually rais- 
ed. Tewkshury contains the young and flour- 
ishing village of Belvidere, which is separated 
from Lowell only by Concord River and has 
grown up with the prosperity of that thriving 
town. In 1820, the population was 1008; it 
has since greatly increased. 

Townsend, Squanicook River, a large trib- 
utary to the Nashua flows through this town, and 
affords water power for several mills. The 

Give an account of the sufferings of this town from the In- 
dians. What is the population of Sudbury ? 

What falls are there in Tewkshury ? What manufactur- 
ing company has been incorporated in this town ? What is 
the soil of Tewkshury ? Describe Belvidere village. 

What river flows through Townsend 1 What is said of 
Townsend Harbor ? Mention the population of the town. 
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village of Townsend Harbour is a place of 
considerable business. Population 1482. 

Tyngsborough lies upon both sides of 
the Merrimack, which is here a beautiful 
stream. The town contains excellent granite, 
which is quarried and hammered upon the 
banks of tlie river. Immense quantities of 
this material for buildings have been sent from 
this place to Boston through the Middlesex 
Canal. The large forests which covered 
some parts of the town, have in former years 
been cut and brought to the bank of the river, 
in the form of timber and wood to be floated 
on rafts through the canal to Boston. The 
town contains an academy with a small fund, 
and 808 inhabitants. 

Waltham. Charles River affords in this 
town considerable water power, which has been 
occupied to its full extent by several large cot- 
ton factories. The enterprising individuals in- 
corporated under the name of the Boston and 
Waltham Manufacturing Company, have their 
works here, and were the first to lead the way 
in establishing cotton manufactories on a lJM"ge 
scale in the State. Their numerous improve- 
ments in the machinery of their mills enabled 
them for some time, before closer and more de- 
How is Tyngsborough situated ? What articles a||( ex- 
ported from this town 1 What is the population ? 

How is the water power afforded bv Charles River in 
Waltham employed ? What is said of the establishment 
and success of the cotton facfbries here ? How has the 
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termined competition could come in, to take 
the lead of all others in the business, ^nd divide 
large profits on the capital employed. With 
the unexampled prosperity of the manufactures 
of the town, there has sprung up a large and 
populous village in the vicinity of the mills. 
Population 1677. 

Watertown lies on Charles River and has a 
compacdy built street in the principal setde- 
ment. It contains several mills, a cotton fac- 
tory, and a woollen factory, which has produc- 
ed broadcloths of very excellent quality. Fresh 
Pond, a beautiful sheet of water, partly within 
the limits of Watertown and partly in Cam- 
bridge, is a place of extensive summer resort. 
The United States have an arsenal in this town, 
consisting of several buildings. Population 
1518. 

Westford lies upon very elevated land. It 
was originally a parish of Chelmsford. West- 
ford academy is one of the oldest in the State. 
It has a handsome building in the centre of the 
town and a respectable fund for the support of 
a teacher. Population 1409. 

growth of the town been affected by the factories ? What 
is the population of Waltham ? 

What factories does Watertown contain ? What men- 
tion is made of Fresh Pond ? What public buildings are 
there in Watertown ? What is the population of the town? 

What is the situation of Westford 7 To what town did it 
formerly belong ? What is said of Westford academy t 
Wkat is the population of the town ? 
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Woburn. The Middlesex Canal passes 
through this town from north to south. It has 
here several locks and one recently rebuilt 
of hewn granite at a great expense. This town 
has some fertile lands, and is healthy and flour- 
ishing. It contains an academy and 1516 in- 
habitants. 

Acton contains 1047 inhabitants, 

Ashby " 1188 

Bedford " 648 

Boxboro' " 388 

Burlington " 508 " 

Carlisle " 681 

Dunstable " 584 " 

East Sudbury " 962 

Holliston " 1042 " 

Lincoln " 706 " 

Littleton " 955 " 

South Reading " 1100 " 

West Cambridge " 1064 " 

Weston " 1041 

Wilmington " 786 

GENERALIZATION. 

Inhabitants^ <^c. The county of Middlesex 
contains 46 towns, and 61,472 inhabitants, of 

What is said of the Middlesex Canal as it pisses through 
Woburn ? What other mention is made of Woburn ? 

How many towns are there in Middlesex County ? How 
many inhabitants 1 How many Indians are there in the 
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whom 405 are negroes. There are Indians m 
Holiiston, Maiden, and Natick, in all about 15. 
A few of the inhabitants^ li\dng on the seaboard, 
are engaged in commerce ; a large number in 
different parts of the county, are employed in 
manufactures ; but by far the greatest part are 
devoted to agriculture. Middlesex County 
was incorporated in 1643, and sends five Sen- 
ators to the Legislature. 

Rivers. Charles River has its sources in 
Milford, Worcester County, in Hopkinton, Mid- 
dlesex County, and in Wrentham, Norfolk 
County, whence issues a small tributary stream, 
called Stop River. Charles River flows in a 
very irregular course towards the east, partly 
through the south of Middlesex and partly 
through the north of Norfolk. At Dedham, 
Norfolk County, its waters are divided, about 
one third falling into Neponset River after a 
short course, the rest passing in another direc- 
tion to the coast, and emptying into Boston 
harbor. It falls considerably in its course, par- 
ticularly in Newton where it descends 20 feet 
perpendicularly. Its mill privileges are ex- 
tremely valuable, and have been sought for 
and appropriated with great avidity. 

Concord River is formed by the junction of 

county, and where are they ? How are the people employ- 
ed ? When was the county incorporated ? How many 
Senators does it send to the Legislature ? 

Where are the sources of Charles River ? What is its 
course, and where does it empty ? What is said of its falls 
and mill privileges ? 
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Jissaiet River rising in N(»rdib<»x>ugh and Graf- 
ton, Worcester Coiinty, and Sudbury River, 
which rises partly in WestbOTOugh, Worcester 
County, and partly in Hopkinton and other 
towns of Middlesex County. These branches 
unite at Concord, and receive the name of 
Concord River. The stream thence flows in 
a gentle current through extensive meadows, 
at first in a northeasterly, afterwards in a north- 
erly course, till it passes over a series of rap- 
ids and falls between Lowell and Tewksbury 
into the Merrimack. 

Merrimack River flows from the State of 
New-Hampshire into Middlesex County. It 
descends Wickasee Falls, and less than three 
miles below Pawtucket Falls, and Hunt's Falls 
not much' farther down. It leaves the county, 
having cut off its northeastern corner, and pas- 
ses into Essex County, and through it to the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

Mystic River rises in Reading, pursues a 
southeasterly course to Medford, where it is 
navigable, and thence flows southeast, rapidly 
widening as it approaches the ocean, and ex- 
pands below Chelsea Bridge into Boston Bay. 

J^ashua River runs north fi'om Worcester 
County, across the northwestern part of Mid- 

By what streams is Concord River formed, and where do 
they rise 7 Where does Concord River receive its name T 
Describe its conrse. 

What is the course of Merrimack River through Middle- 
sex County ? Where does it empty ? 

Describe the course of Mystic River. 
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diesex into the State of New-Hampshire, to 
join the Merrimack. It affi)rds water power 
of considerable importance ; its banks produce 
great quantities of walnuts. 

Sguanicook River uses in Ashbyand in Ma- 
son, New-Hampshire, and flowing southeasterly 
in a rapid current joins the Nashua at Groton. 

Middlesex Carud. This great work was orig- 
inally projected by the late Governor Sullivan. 
It was completed in 1804, at an expense of 
^575,000, being 27 miles long, 30 feet wide, 
and four feet deep. It has twenty locks for 
ascent and descent, and seven aqueducts over 
vallies and rivers. It receives its waters from 
Concord River at Billerica, and has from that 
place a descent of 21 feet to the level of Mer- 
rimack River, and of 107 feet to that of Bos- 
ton harbor. This canal has opened an impor- 
tant trade through the Merrimack between the 
interior towns of the State of New-Hampshire 
and the city of Boston. 

Mountains. There are no mountains in 
Middlesex County ; the surface, however, is 
uneven and the land rises both on the north 
and on the south. The soil, though inferior 

Through what part of Middlesex County does the IQashua 
River flow ? What is said of its water power 7 Of its 
banks ? Where does Souanicook River rise and empty T 

Who projected the Middlesex Canal ? Give an account 
of it. What trade has it opened 7 

Are there any mountains in Middlesex County ? What 
if said of the surface of the County T Of its soil t 

f2 
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to that of the Connecticut -valley and of some 
other portions of the State, affords an ample 
recompense for diligent cultivation. 



NANTUCKET COUNTY. 

TOWN. 

JSTantucket is both a town and a county. The 
town is situated on an island of the same name 
about 30 miles from ihe main land of Bam- 

General review of the County. 

Draw the shape of Middlesex County on a lar^e scale. 
How is it bounaed 7 Draw Merrimack River as it passes 
through this county. Draw the Nashua and its branches in 
its course through this county. Draw Concord River. 
Draw Charles River. Draw the course of the Middlesex 
Canal. In what town is the summit level of this canal t 
What supplies it with water ? Draw Shawshine River. 
What falls are there on the Merrimack in Middlesex Coun« 
ty ? Mark them. What falls on Charles River ? Mark 
them. In what towns in this counW are the principal man- 
ufacturing establishments ? Mark those towns. What 
town on me seaboard ? ^ what town is ship building car- 
ried on ? Mark it. What towns in the county have acade- 
mies 1 What towns suffered from Indian depredations ? 
Whatt are the shire towns of the county ? Mark them. 
What do you recollect of the University at Cambridge ? 
What event in the beginning of the revolution happened at 
Concord ? What happened at Lexington 1 Which way is 
Concord from Cambrioge ? Mark the situation of Lowell. 
Which way is it from Cambridge ? Which way from Con- 
cord ? In what part of the county is Ashby ? Mark it. 
Mark Dracut. Which way is it from Ashby ? What is the 
height of Pawtucket Falls ? How are they passed by. boats ? 
a^. Where is Hopkinton ? Mark Marlborough. Tewksbury. 

What constitutes the county of Nantucket ? How 4t 
'the town of Nantucket situated 7 When and by whom was 
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Stable County. The island was first settled in 
the year 1659, by Thomas Macy, from Salis- 
bury in Essex County. He found here at that 
time a great many Indians, who were friendly 
to the white people and willing to dispose of 
their lands to them ; which were by degrees 
bought till the natives were almost entirely dis- 
possessed. The position of the settlement led 
the inhabitants to devote themselves to whale 
fishing in the neighboring seas, under the instruc- 
tions of a man from Cape Cod, who came to the 
island for the purpose. This important branch 
of our fisheries the people of Nantucket have 
pursued in all periods of their history with un- 
paraUelled enterprise and success. 

At the breaking out of the revolution, m 
1775, Nantucket had 150 vessels, and employ- 
ed in them 2200 men, on whaling voyages. 
They took annually about 30,000 barrels of 
oil. The peculiar interests of the island suf- 
fered severely by the war, at the close of which 
the number of whaling vessels was reduced to 
30. The enterprise of the people received 
another check in the late war, but has since 
6gain restored the business of the Island to its 

it first settled 7 What inhabitants had the island before it 
was settled by the whites ? To what employment have 
they been chiefly devoted? When and under what circum- 
stances was the whale fishery begun in Nantucket ? How 
many vessels and men were employed in it at the com- 
mencement of the revolution t H6w many barrels of oil 
did they take in a year t How was the whale fishery af- 
fected by the revolution ? What other check has the en- 

3f 
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accustomed channels and extent* In 1822, 
there belonged to the town 88 whaling ves- 
sek, averaging 300 tons each. 

The Nantucket whalemen now extend their 
voyages to the coast of Brazil in South Ameri- 
ca, and frequently to the Pacific Ocean, and 
are often absent two or three years. The 
vessels designed for these distant voyages are 
generally navigated by 20 or 30 men. The 
terms on which the men are employed are some- 
what peculiar. The owners of the vessel and 
its appurtenances receive a certain stipulated 
part out of the profits of the voyage, and the 
remainder of the proceeds is divided among 
the officers and seamen according to certain 
rules previously known and understood by all 
parties. So that if the vessel meets with great 
success the pay of the men, who navigate it, 
will be high ; but if the vessel have less suc- 
cess their pay will be proportionably less. 

Whales are sometimes found 200 feet in 
length, but generally are less than half that 
size. These monstrous animals are attacked 
by only six or eight men in an open boat. 
When in the region firequented by whales, the 

terprite of the people received ? How many vestels 
were employed in the whale fishery in 1822 1 To what pla- 
cet do they make their whaling voyages ? How many men 
are employed in one vessel ? On what terms are they en- 
gaged t 

What is the size of a whale 7 How are they attacked 
by the whalemen T Describe the whole process of attack- 
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crew of the vessel in pursuit of them keep a 
sharp look out with all things ready for an at- 
tack. The instant a whale is discovered upon 
the surface of the water, a boat is manned for 
the pursuit. One man, the most daring and 
dexterous in the business, is armed with a har- 
poon, an instrument five or six feet long with a 
barbed point. He stands up with his weapon 
in his hand in the bow of the boat, while the 
others row under his direction with all possible 
despatch towards the enemy, and usually to 
within eight or ten yards of him. The har- 
pooner having taken his position to the best 
advantage, and made all things ready for the 
bkjw, hurls his weapon with all his strength, 
and aims to strike some part of the whale least 
protected by his thick skin. This is a mo- 
ment of intense interest, for the success of a 
whole voyage may essentially depend upon a 
single stroke of the harpoon. It is also a mo- 
ment of imminent danger ; for one blow firom 
the tail of the wounded and enraged animal, 
might upset the boat - and dash it into a thous- 
and pieces. The men therefore hastily with- 
draw a short distance from their danger, and 
wait the effects of their first onset. 

As soon as the whale becomes sensible of 
his wound, he dives into the water with incred- 
ible velocity for so heavy and unwieldy an an- 
imal, carrying the harpoon held fast in his 



4'" 
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wound by its barbed point. Several hundred fa- 
thoms of line, fastened at one end to the har- 
poon and the other attached to the boat, are fre- 
quently run out before the whale is exhausted 
and obliged to return to the top of the water 
for air. The harpooner stands ready to at- 
tack him again the moment he appears, and 
fastens another weapon in some part of his 
body. The whale again dives for a short time, 
and returns only to receive a new attack. At 
length exhausted by his wounds and the loss of 
blood, which colors the water for -some distance 
around him, he yields to his conquerors. He 
is then towed by the boat to the vessel, which 
keeps as near as possible to the scene of the 
batde, the crew witnessing with the deepest inter- 
est its progress and result. Several days are then 
spent in dissecting the prize and disposing of 
the valuable parts, when the crew are ready 
for a new and similar exploit. The profits of 
a voyage have frequently been from f 30,000 
to $50,000, and sometimes more. 
^ The oil is prepared for the market at Nan- 
tucket, a part of it in the shape of candles. 
Tiiere are thirty spermaceti works on the 
island, employing a capital of $600,000. 

ing and subduitiff a whale. How is he disposed of when 
killed 7 What have the profits of a whaling voyage some- 
times been ? Where is the oil prepared for the market ? 
How many spermaceti works are there at Nantucket, and 
what capital is employed in them ? Of what religious de- 
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A large part of the inhabitants of Nantuck- 
et are Quakers, which circumstance has had a 
great effect upon their habits and manners, and 
die relations of society are otherwise very pe- 
culiar. The greater pan of the land is owned 
in common by proprietors in shares. Their 
herd of cows, 500 in number, and 14,000 
sheep graze together on common land. In 
addition to the ordinary annual festivals of the 
State, the people of Nantucket have sometime 
in June their sheep shearing, which is to a 
large class one of die most mteresting holy- 
days of the season. Although Nantucket owns 
fifteen or twenty thousand tons of shipping, 
there are no importers upon the island. The 
inhabitants procure their foreign goods from 
Boston and New-York ; and many of their nec- 
essary agricultural products not raised upon 
the island, come to diem through Long Island 
Sound from the State of Connecticut. 

The town is irregularly built near a good 
harbor, which is rather difficult of access. The 
whale and cod fisheries engage the chief at- 
tention of the people ; and the trade and man- 
ufactures growing out of these employments, 

nomination is a large part of the inhabitants of Nantucket 7 
How is the land of the island chiefly owned ? What is said 
•of the herd of cows and flock of sheej* on the island ? 
What peculiar annual festival have the people ? Are there 
any importers on the island ? Where do the pfeople obtain 
their foreign goods ? Where do they get many of their 
necessary agricultural products t 
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make Nantucket a place of an active business* 
Whale boats are made on the island for dis- 
tant voyages upon the finest models. Oil casks 
are also made to a considerable extent. Sev- 
eral rope walks for the manufacture of cord- 
age have long been in operation here. A high 
schod has recently been established m Nan- 
tucket, and richly endowed by Admiral Sir 
Isaac Coffin of the British Navy, a native of 
the island. The town contains two banks, and 
two printing offices each publishing a weekly 
newspaper. Population 7,266. 

Nantucket was mcorporated as a coun^ in 
1695, and in connexion with Dukes County 
sends one Senator to the Legislature. The 
soil of the town and county of Nantucket is 
sandy and not generally fertile, though some 
tracts of it yield to diligent cuhivation a mod- 
erate crop of com as well as the English 
grains. Though the island was once well 
wooded it has had no trees of native growth 
upon it for eighty years. The climate is of a 
more equal temperature than that of the main 
land removed from the sea in the same lati- 

What is said of the town and harbor of Nantucket 7 What 
is said of the employments and business of Nantucket T 
What manufactures are there upon the island ? What is 
said of the high school of Nantucket ? How many banks 
and printing offices are there in the town ? What is the 
population ? 

When vms the county of Nantucket incorporated ? For 
what purpose is it connected with Dukes County ? What 
is said of its soil and products 7 Has the island an^ native 
wood upon it 7 What is the climate 7 What is said of the 
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tude ; being neither liable to the extreme of 
heat in the summer, nor of cold in the winter. 
The springs of water on the island below a 
certain level have a peculiar taste, and are dis- 
agreeable to those unaccustomed to them. 
The dense and heavy fogs, which frequently 
rest upon the island, frustrated the attempts 
made here to manufacture salt by evaporation 
from sea water. 

Nantucket Shoals stretch away to the south- 
east of the island, forty five miles in width to 
the distance of fifty miles, and are a dangerous 
place for vessels unacquainted with the coast. 
Very many vessels have been wrecked and 
lost on them in former years. 



NORFOLK COUNTY. 

TOWNS. 

Bellingham occupies the western extremity 

springs of water ? Why was the manufacture of salt aban- 
doned here ? What is said of Nantucket Shoals ? 

General review of the County. 

Draw the sh^e of Nantucket. How far is it from the 
main land of Barnstable County ? In what part of the 
island is the town of Nantucket ? Where is Sandy Point 
light ? What is the chief employment of the people of 
Nantucket ? Into what seas do they make their whaling 
voyages ? How long are their longest voyages 1 How is 
the land of the island owned ? 

How is Bellingham situated ? How are many of its in- 
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of Norfolk County. Many of its inhabitant^ 
find employment in two cotton and woollen 
factories, whose united capital is 550,000 
dollars, and whose works are moved by the 
water power of Charles River. Population 
1034. 

Brainiree is an ancient town and once in- 
cluded the still older settlement at Quincy. 
It contains an iron and machine factory with a 
capital of 100,000 dollars, and 1466 inhabit- 
ants. 

Brookline before its incorporation belonged 
to Boston, from which it was separated by a 
bay formed by Charles River. A direct com- 
munication with the city has been opened with- 
in a few years by means of the Western Ave- 
nue, an immense mill dam, a mile and a half 
in length and 100 feet wide, built with walls of 
stone filled up compactly with gravel and oth- 
er materials at an enormous expense. 

This town contains some of the most beau- 
tiful country seats and best managed lands in 
the highly cultivated and adorned environs of 
Boston. Lying on ground rising from the wa- 
ter, it exhibits its beauties with great effect to 

habitants employed ? What is said of the factories in the 
town ? Mention its population. 

What is said of the antiquity of Brain tree ? What factory 
has it 1 How many inhabitants ? 

To what town did Brookline once belong, and how was it 
separated from it ? How is it now x^onnected with Boston ! 
Wnat is ^aid of the buildings and the land at Brookline ? 
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the spectator on the east. The town contains 
900 inhabitants. 

Canton. In this town are several ponds, 
which discharge their waters by tributary 
streams into Neponset River. In 1820 there 
were 1268 inhabitants in Canton and one man- 
ufactory with a capital of fifty thousand dollars. 
Since that time large manufacturing establish- 
ments have been incorporated, and a great 
deal of business has been carried on. Re- 
cently the general depression of trade and 
manufactures has been sensibly felt here. 

Cohasset, Cohasset is separated from the 
other towns of Norfolk County by Hingham of 
Plymouth Coqnty. It is a small rough town- 
ship whose inhabitants are chiefly engaged in 
the fisheries. Its harbor is safe though diffi- 
cult of access. Dangerous ledges partly sunk- 
en lie adjacent to this town, and are called 
Cohasset Rocks. They have proved fatal to 
many vessels on the coast in rough weather* 
The salubrity of the air of this town has gain- 
ed it a high reputation among the places of 
fashionable resort in the summer se^^n. Pop- 
ulaticm 1099. 

Of its sitaation t How many inhabitanta doea it contain f 
What is liaid of the ponds in Canton f How many in- 
habitants did it contain in 1820 1 What was its importance 
as a manofacturing town f What change has it since met 
with ? What has been its condition recently? 

How is Cohasset situated t How are its inhabitants em- 
ployed 7 What is said of its harbor ? Of the rocks near 
the town ? Wliat reputation doea Cohasset enjoy T What 
is its population ? 
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"^ Dedham is the shire town of Norfolk Coun- 
ty, and contains a newspaper press, a bank, 
a jail, and a beautiful stone court house. It 
is a well built town ; the principal settlement 
lies in the north part of the township, on 
Charles River. Three manufacturing compa- 
nies have been incorporated here with an ag- 
gregate capital of $650,000, for the produc- 
tion of cotton and woollen cloths. In this town 
occurs a very singular natural curiosity. The 
waters of Charles River, after increasing by 
small tributaries continually in their course to 
' Dedham, here divide ; two tliirds pursue their 
way in one direction to Boston harbor ; the 
other third passing off in another direction, 
under the name of Mother Brook, falls into 
Neponset River, three and one half miles from 
the separation. Some years since the propri- 
etors of certain factories on Neponset River, 
for the purpose of procuring more water for 
their works, caused the mouth of Mother 
Brook, where it leaves Charles River, to be 
enlarged. This materially lessened the sup- 
ply for moving the large amount of machinery 
on Charles River and produced considerable 
excitement. Application was made to the 
Legislature, who after an 'investigation of the 
matter, decided in favor of the Charles River 

What is the importance of the town of Dedham ? Where 
it the principal settlement ? What is said of its manufao- 
turing companies ? What curiosity is there in the town ? 
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proprietors, and caused an eqrtificial mouth to 
be constructed of the size of the natural one 
before it was enlarged. Population 2492. 
- Dorchester was settled next after Quincy, 
Salem, and Charlestown, in the old Massachu- 
setts Colony. The land was fairly bought of 
the Indians who were well disposed towards 
the whites. The township was once very 
large and embraced the territory now included 
within its own limits and those of Milton, Can- 
ton, Stoughton, Sharon, and Foxborough. Its 
eastern extremity is washed by Boston har- 
bor, and its fertile hills present beautiful build- 
ing sites, which command a view of the islands 
and waters at the head of Massachusetts Bay. 
Two islands belong to the town one of which 
is inhabited. 

Dorchester contains an iron and cotton fac- 
tor}^ and several paper and other mills, on Ne- 
ponset River, which has here five danis over it. 
The northeast part of the town is settled with 
considerable compactness, and includes Savin 
Hill, a place of resort from Boston during the 
summer season. There are many country 
mansions and well cultivated farms, which 
greatly increase the natural beauty of the town. 

To what difficulty has it given rise ? What is the popula- 
tion of Dedham ? 

When was Dorchester settled 7 How was the land ob- 
tained ? What was once the size of the town ? What is 
said of the eastern extremity of th« town 7 What mills 
tnd factories arc there in the town 7 Which part of ths 
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Large quantities oi fruits and vegetables are 
raised for the supply of the Boston market, 
which recompenses with generous prices the 
industry of the farmer. This town has 3684 
inhabitants, being the second in the counQr in 
population. 

Dover is the smallest tqwn in the county in 
population, containing only 548 inhabitants. 
iroa works of considerable extent, paper and 
pthet milb serve to mcrease its importance. 

Fos^Hnmigh contiuns high and rocky lands, 
and sends a tributary stream to Taunton River, 
in a southerly direction, and also gives rise to 
NepoQset River, which flows in a northeaster* 
ly course. This town has an iron foundery, 
two cotton factories, and a population of 1004. 

Franklin^ which once made a part of Wren- 
tham, is situated on Charles River, and con- 
tains important cotton and woollen factories, 
which give activiQr to the business of the place. 
In this toWn is a precipice, called to this day 
Indian Rock, where about the commencement 
of Philip's war a party of 42 Indians were one 

town is most thickly settled 7 With what products does it 
supply the Boston market 1 How many inhabitants does 
the town contain ? 

What is the population of Dover ? How is its importance 
increased 1 

What lands does Foxborougfa contain f To what streams 
does it give rise ? What factories does it contain f What 
is its population ? 

How IS Franklin situated ? What is said of its factories f 
What precipice is there in the town ? Describe the event 
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raght observed to encamp. It was supposed 
that they iatended to fall upon the inhabitants 
of Wrentham the next morning after thev had 
separated and gone to labcHr upon their lands. 
This was the usual mode of attack by the sav- 
ages. Notice being given to the people of the 
town, 13 men collected under Captain Ware, 
reached the Indian encampment unobserved, 
and waited till the savages should rise. When 
they rose, the whites poured ia most destruc- 
tive volley upon them, which killed many and 
threw the rest into utter consternation. Some 
leaped over the precipice and were maimed so 
as to become an easy sacrifice. After the 
fight 20 Indian dead bodies were found, but 
none of those fell who made the attack. Pc^ 
ulation of Franklin 1630. 

Medfield in 1675 was attacked by 500 In- 
dians, who burned 50 houses, being about half 
of the town. They were unable to accom- 
plish any thing more, being prevented and re- 
pulsed by 200 men, who being at that time in 
garrison here for the defence of the town, fired 
a cannon, which greatly terrified the Indians. 
Population 892. 

^ Milton. In the southwest part of this town 
rises the west range of the Blue Hills, 710 

that took place near it. What is the population of Frank- 
lin? 

Give an account of the attack on Medfield in 1675. What 
is the population of the town? 

What hills are there in the southwest part of Milton X 
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feet above high water mark. Milton is adorn- 
ed with some pleasant country seats and con- 
tains at the two falls and at the bridge, where 
the Neponset meets the tide, paper and other 
mills, and some factories. The first paper 
mill ever established in Massachusetts was in 
this town. Population 1502. 

^uincy was settled in 1625, being the se- 
cond plantation in this State after Plymouth. 
It was then called Mount WoUaston ; on its in- 
corporation it received the name of Braintree ; 
afterwards this ancient settlement was set off 
from Braintree and called Quincy. Here 
John Adams, one of the great men of the rev- 
olution, and President of the United States, 
long resided ; and here his son, John Quincy 
Adams, late President, was born. In the 
southwest part of the town lie the Blue Hills, 
610 feet in height, which extend west into Mil- 
ton. Here are inexhaustible quarries of beau- 
tiful granite, which are extensively worked to 
supply the large demands of Boston and its vi- 
cinity. A railroad nearly three miles in length 
has been constructed at an expense of f 33,158, 
to convey the stone from the quarry to Nepon- 
set River. The rails are of wood six feet 
apait, firmly laid upon blocks of stone, and 

What is said of the country seats, mills, and factories oi 
the town ? What mill was established here the first of the 
kind in the State ? What is the population of Milton T 

When was Quincy settled ? What names has it receiv- 
ed ? What distinguished men have belonged to the town ? 
Where are the Blue Hills ? What it said of the granite 
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covered with an iron plate, upon which the 
wheels of ^he waggons move so easily, that one 
horse has drawn twenty tons besides the wag- 
gon, which weighs six tons. Population 1623. 
'^ Roxbury is the first town in population in 
the county of Norfolk. Its houses are well 
built, and its principal village is a continuation 
of Boston by a street over the neck, closely 
occupied with houses. There are in Rox- 
bury a bank, a painted floor-cloth factory which 
has sent out beautiful specimens of carpeting, 
a colour and chemical manufactory, a large 
looking-glass manufactory, and an extensive 
printing establishment. The lands in this town 
are cultivated like gardens and yield large sup- 
plies for the vegetable and fruit market of Bos- 
ton. Jamaica Plain particularly, which con- 
tains about two square miles, is very fertile 
and beautiful and is ornamented with elegant 
houses and fruitful orchards and fields. Pop- 
ulation 4135. 

Sharon lies at the head of one branch of Ne- 
ponset River, and contains a cotton manufac- 
turing establishment, a file factory, and 1010 
inhabitants. 

quarries in Quincy ? Of its railroad ? What is the popu- 
lation of this town ? 

What is the importance of Roxbury 1 What is said of 
its houses and its principal village 1 What public building 
and factories does the town contain ? What is the state of 
agriculture here 7 Give an account of Jamaica Plain. 
What is the population of Roxbury ? 

What is said of the situation, factories, and population of 
Sharon 1 G 
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Stovgkton. In this town are some of the 
sources of Neponset River. The township 
under the name of Ponkopog, formerly em- 
braced Canton and was assigned to a few fam- 
ilies of Christian Indians, who were thus in- 
duced to remove from Dorchester. The town 
contains a cotton and \xoollen factory, and 
1313 inhabitants. 

Walpole. In this town several factories 
have been established, which furnish employ- 
ment for many of the inhabitants. Population 
1366. 

Weymouth was first settled in 1622, by a 
disorderly set of people from England, who 
after a time were obliged to give up the plant- 
ation. It was again occupied by English peo- 
ple, whcf made a permanent settlement. The 
town was attacked by the Indians in Philip's 
war in 1676, and lost 7 or 8 houses by fire. 
It has a very good soil and contains 2407 in- 
habitants. 

Wrentham. This is an important manu- 

What river has some of its sources in Stoughton ? What 
was once the name of the town, and what did it include T 
To whom was it granted ? What factory and population 
does the town contain ? 

How are some of the inhabitants of Walpole employed T 
What is the entire population ? 

What is said of the first settlers of Weymouth T By 
whom was it again settled ? How did it suffer from In- 
dians 1 What is its soil f Population t 

What is said of Wrentham as a manufacturing town ? 
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facturing town, Gontaining four establishments 
for making cotton and woollen cloths, with an 
aggregate capital of $*370,000. Here is a cave 
9 leet squa,re and 8 feet high, which was once 
.inhabited by a family of Indians. Wrentham 
has an academy and 2801 inhabitants. 
Medway contains 1523 inhabitants. 
Needhara " 1227 " 

Randolph " 1546 " 

GENERALIZATION. 

Inhabitants, ^c. Norfolk County contains 
22 towns and 36,471 inhabitants, of whom 257 
are negroes. Establishments for the manu- 
facture of cotton, wool, paper, iron, &c. have 
sprung up within a few years in Slraost every 
town in the county, and have afforded profit- 
able employment to great numbers of the peo- 
ple. The greater part of the population are, 
however, devoted to agriculture ; and those 
who cultivate the lands within 10 or 12 miles 
of Boston, are among the best farmers in the 

Of its cave ? What institution does it contain ? How 
many inhabitants ? 

What is the population of Medway 1 

How many inhabitants does Needham contain ? 

What is the population of Randolph ? 

How many towns are there in Norfolk County ? How 
many inhabitants 1 ' What establishments have sprung up 
in the county within a few years? How are a great part of 
the population employed ? How is the vegetable and fruit 

g2 
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State. The vegetable and fruit market of the 
city is in a great degree supplied from this 
* county. / The towns near Boston are adorned 
by the country seats of many gentlemen, who 
have withdrawn from the business of the city 
to live in retirement on their ample fortunes. 
Their farms covered with the most luxuri- 
ant vegetation, are specimens of neatness 
and apparent thrift in agriculture. Horticul- 
ture has in this county received great atten- 
tion. From the skilful and scientific horticul- 
turists of Norfolk, has proceeded a taste for 
the science, which is fast diffusing itself through 
all other parts of the State. 

Norfolk County was incorporated in 1793, 
and sends three Senators to tlie Legislature. 

Rivers. Vharles River^ which has been 
fully described in Middlesex, flows through the 
west and north part of this county, and forms 
the boundary line between it and Middlesex 
for several miles of its course. The valuable 
water privileges of this river and its ti'ibutaries, 
have been very generally appropriated to mills 
of various kinds and factories. Manufacturing 
establishments are found in almost every town 
through which they pass. 

market of Boston in a great degree supplied ? What is said 
of the towns near Boston ? Of the farms in them ? What 
attention has been paid to horticulture in this coflnty ? 

When was Norfolk County incorporated? How many Sen- 
atoi9 does it send to the LegisLaiure 7 

What is the course of Chai^fetf'RiVer in Norfolk ? What 
is said of its water privileges, and tliuse of its tributaries t 
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Mother Brook flows out of Charles River 
in Dedham, in the account of which a descrip- 
tion of it has been given, and after a course df 
three and one half miles, falls into Neponset 
River. Five dams have been constnicted up- 
on it in its short course to create water power 
for various manufacturing purposes. 

J^eponset River has its sources in Foxbo- 
rough and Stoughton. It takes in general a 
nortlieasterly direction, presenting in its course 
important water privileges, which have been ex- 
tensively occupied. It meets the tide at Mil- 
ton four miles from its mouth and falls into 
Boston harbor. 

Stop River rises in a large pond in Wren- 
tham, and flowing north falls into Charles Riv- 
er in Medfield. 

Railroads. The railroad described in the 
account of Quincy, was the first constructed 
in the country, and has been considerably used 
for the transportation of granite. 

A railroad from Boston to Providence has 
been projected and two principal routes sur- 
veyed. If completed it will be about 43 miles 

Whece does Mother Brook take its rise ? How long is ^ 
its course ? Into what river does it fall ? How many 
dams are there upon it ? 

Where are the sources of Neponset River ? What is its 
general course ? Where does it meet the tide 7 Where 
does Stop river rise ? Where does it empty t 

What 18 said of the railroad in Quiney ? Give an ac- 
count of the proposed railroad from Boston to Providence. 

3g 
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in length ; and "^ large portion of it will lie 
within Norfolk County, passing through it in a 
southwesterly direction. The estimated ex- 
pense is $8,000 per mile or $350,000 for the 
whole route. 

Mountains. Though much of the surface 
of Norfolk County is broken and uneven, it 
contains no considerable mountains. The 
ridges called the Blue Hills are the most noted 
elevations in the county. The soil is not gen- 
erally of the first quality in the southern and 
eastern parts of the county, and that nearer 
the city has been brought to its high degree of 
cultivation by the generous reward afforded in a 
good market for every agricultural product. 



PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 

TOWNS. 

Abington^ lying on the height of land be- 

Are there any mountains in Norfolk County 7 What ele- 
vations are the most noted 7 What is the quality of the soil 
in the northern and eastern parts 1 Of that near the city of 
Boston ? 

General review of the County. 

Draw the shape of Norfolk Countir on a large scale. How 
is it bounded 7 Draw Charles Kiver. Draw Neponset 
River 7 Where is Mother Brook 7 Draw it. Draw Stop 
River. Where are the Blue Hills 7 Mark them. Where 
is Dorchester 7 Mark it. Mark Roxbury. Which wav is 
it from Dedham 7 Mark Dedham. What do you recollect 
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twcen Taunton and Nortfi River, and sending 
a tributary stream to each of them, is one of 
the best grazing towns in the county. Its 
butchers and market men have been some of 
the most enterprising in the county, and have 
dealt in the markets of towns remote as well 
as near. Large quantities of cut tacks made 
in Abington have been sent to New- York, Bal- 
timore, and other places. Population 1920. 

Bridgewater. The ancient town of Bridge- 
water was purchased of the savages by Miles 
Standish and others, and formed then a part of 
Duxbury. It embraced at its separation from 
that town, the four townships, which new bear 
the same name, and constitute the northwest 
part of Plymouth County. The town before 
its division contained 5670 inhabitants. The 
south parish, which now retains the old name 
of Bridgewater, contains probably about 2000. 
Taunton River in this town is an important 
stream. Vessels have been built upon it of 

of Mother Brook ? Which way is Bellingham from Ded 
ham 1 Which way is Brookline from Dedham ? From 
Milton ? From Needham ? Where is Cohasset ? Mark 
it. What towns contain important factories ? What towns 
suffered from Indian hostilities ? 

How is Abington situated, and what is the quality of its 
soil? What branches of business have been extensively 
carried on ? What is its population ? 

What is said of the antiquity of Bridgewater ? Of its 
original extent ? How many inhabitants did it contain be- 
fore its division 1 How many does the present town of 
Bridgewater contain ? What is said of the si^e of Taunton 
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150>tons burden, and floated down its current 
during high water in freshets. Bridgewater 
academy established her^, is a highly respecta- 
ble institution, and has received a donation of 
half a township of land from the JL*egislature of 
the State. 

Carver contains twelve ponds, m one of 
which iron ore was once very abundant ; it has 
considerably diminished in quantity. Iron 
castings have been made to a considerable 
amount, but the ore for the several furnaces 
has been chiefly procured from the State of 
New-Jersey. Population 839. 

Dupchury. The tract of land now the town- 
ship of Duxbury was assigned to Captain 
Standish, who came to Ply mouth, with the first 
settlers, and was the great military leader of 
the Pilgrims. The soil of this town is gener" 
ally sandy and unproductive, though some 
parts of it are good, and the southern part is 
better than the rest. Duxbury contains two 
cotton factories with capitak of $100,000 
each, but the inhabitants are chiefly employ- 
ed in commerce and the fisheries. Pop- 
ulation^ 

River in this town ? What use has been made of it t What 
account is given of Bridgewater Academy ? 

What is said of the ponds in Carver ? What is manufac- 
tured in Carver ? From whence is the ore procured for 
the furnaces ? What is the population of Carver ? 

What is the early history of Duxbury ? What is the 
quality of its soil ? What is said of its factories, and the 
employment of its inhabitants ? What is the number of tt» 
inhabitants T 
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East Bridgewater, In thus town, when it 
formed a part of the ancient town of Bridge- 
water, were established very extensive iron 
works. Cannon were cast here during the 
war of the revolution, which were of essential 
service to the American army. Small arms 
have also been manufactured here in consider- 
able quantities. Nails, anchors, and shovels, 
scythes, and various other edged tools have 
been produced at the iron works of Bridge- 
water. Population 1435' 

Halifax. In the early history of this town, 
the people were much engaged in cutting and 
sawing timber, but this business has greatly 
decreased. Mocaiponset Pond, which has an 
outlet to Taunton River, has abounded in iron 
ore, and has within a few years continued to 
yield 100 tons annually. Population of the 
town 749. 

" Hingham is irregularly built upon a rough 
township of land. Its inhabitants enter some- 
what into the fisheries and have considerable 
trade, which gives the village an active ap- 
pearance. A company has been incorporated 

What works were formerly established in East Bridgewa- 
ter? What manufactures have been carried on in the 
town 1 What is the population of the town ? 

How were the inhabitants of Halifax formerly employed ? 
What is saidof MoonponsetPond? What is the popula- 
tion of Halifax ? 

How is Hingham built 1 In what business have the in- 
habitants engaged ? For what is Hingham celebrated ? 
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here for the manufacture of umbrellas, and 
the town has long been famous for the large 
quantities of wooden ware made in it and sent to 
all the neighboring markets. Derby Academy 
established here, is a respectable institution, 
with some funds for its support. Hingham 
contains a printing office, issuing a weekly 
newspaper, and 2855 inhabitants. 

Htdl is a peninsula connected with Hing- 
ham by a very narrow neck of land, pcgect- 
ing into Boston harbor. It contains 172 in- 
habitants. 

Kingston is a small township formerly set 
off from Plymouth. The northerly part of 
the town is level ; but the southerly is broken 
and uneven. The highest elevation is Monk's 
Hill in the south part of the town near ~ Ply* 
mouth, which commands an extensive view of 
the neighboring towns. Forests cover the 
rough and broken lands. The town has two 
considerable cotton factories, and is as well 
watered by fine streams as any town in the 
county. The employments of the people are 
chiefly agricultural, though the lands cultivated 
are not of the first quality. Population 1313. 

What is said of Derby Academy 7 What docs Hingham 
contain ? 

What is the situation of Hull T How many inhabitants 
has it ? 

What is said of the extent and surface of Kington ? 
What is the highest elevation in the town 7 What is said 
of it ? What do the rough lands produce ? What are the 
chief employments of the people 7 What is their number T 
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Marshfidd situated at the mouth of North 
River, is a small commercial place and enga- 
ges to a moderate extent in ship building. A 
cotton and woollen factory has been establish- 
ed here with a capital of ^150,000. Popula- 
tion 1532. 

Middleboroughy one of the largest townships 
in the State, is chiefly a pine plain. Bog iron 
ore was once extensively used in this town, 
till at last it was discovered that there was an 
abundance of much purer ore at the bottom of 
Assawampset Pond. Five hundred tons have 
since been taken out in the course of one year. 
There are considerable establishments also for 
the manufacture of cotton cloth. Better cider 
and a greater quantity of it is produced here 
than in any other town in the county. Mid- 
dleborough was once inhabited by great num- 
bers of Indians, but after the town was incor- 
porated, the natives decreased and are now 
nearly extinct. Population 4687. 

JVorth Bridgewater has a cotton factory on 
Salisbury River, which is a tributary to Taun- 

How is Marshfield situated, and in what business does it 
ensage ? What factory has been established here ? What 
is Uie population of the town ? 

What IS said of the extent and surface of Middleborough 7 
What is said of its iron ore ? What manufacturing estab- 
lishments are there in the town ? What is said of the cider 
of Middleborough ? Who were the original inhabitants, 
and what is their present condition ? What is the popula- 
tion of the town 1 
. Whftt factory is there in North Bridgewater ? What i» 
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ton River. The people are chiefly agricul- 
turalists, though they have sent to market in 
former years large quantities of plank, ship 
timber and charcoal. Population 1480. 

Pembroke is situated on the south bank of 
North River. It contains two establishments 
for the manufacture of cotton and woollen 
cloth, and 1297 inhabitants. 

Plymouth. This was the first town settled 
by white people in Massachusetts. The land- 
ing of the Pilgrims here in December 1620, 
has been for many years annually celebrated 
by the Pilgrim Society, who have erected an 
elegant hall for their accommodation, and the 
preservation of such antiquities, illustrating the 
early history of the country, as they may firom 
time to time collect. At these anniversary 
celebrations, a great multitude of people as- 
semble from all parts of the countiy and State, 
and a discourse is generally delivered by some 
distinguished man on the character of the Pil- 
grims and the condition and prospects of their 
descendants. Thus the sufferings and stern 
virtues of our forefathers are honorably com- 
memorated, and a grateful sense of our obU- 

the chief business of the people ? What is the number of 
its inhabitants ? 

How is Pembroke situated ? What factories does it 
contain ? What is its population ? 

What is said of the antiquity of Plymouth ? When and 
by whom was Plymouth settled ? VVJiat is said of the an- 
nual celebration of the landing of the Piljfrims ? By whon& 
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gatioDS to them for many of our peculiar and 
distinguished privileges is cherished and re- 
freshed from year to year. 

Plymouth, at the landing of the English was 
inhabited by Indians, whose numbers had been 
much reduced, and whose power had been 
greatly weakened by a plague, wliich prevail- 
ed among them just before. The savages at 
first received their new neighbors kbdly ; but 
afterwards, as they lingered round their grow- 
ing settlements, were occasionally hostile and 
made several destructive incursions into this 
town. The township was once much larger 
than it is at present; though it is yet one of 
the largest if not the very largest in the State. 
It extends along the coast from Kingston to 
Sandwich, in Barnstable County, about sixteen 
miles. The land is generally poor and much 
of it covered with wood. Numerous small 
streams of water cross the township in differ- 
ent directions, and it contains more than fifty 
permanent ponds, some of them large and 
stored with a variety of fish. More than 3000 
acres of the township are covered with water. 
On the streams are situated iron works for the 

was the land possessed on the arrival of the English ? What 
was their condition ? What was their disposition towards 
the E^glhh ? What is said of the past and present size of 
the township of Plymouth ? What is the quality of the 
land t How is the township watered 1 How much of the 
township is covered with water 7 What mannfactaring 
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manufacture of nails, anchors, and shovels, coW 
ton factories, and tanneries. ' 

Plymouth harbor is partly formed by a 
beach extending three miles north northwest 
from the mouth of Eel Brook, which is south 
of the principal village of the town. This 
beach, which serves to break the waves rolling 
in from Massachusetts Bay, has been much 
damaged by their violence ; and in former 
years even the safety of the harbor has been 
endangered. Large appropriations of money 
have been made at different times by the town 
as well as by the State, for the repair and pre- 
servation of the beach as essential to the safety 
of the harbor. The town has an ancient ap- 
pearance, though it contains many modern and 
beautiful buildings. There belong to it about 
20,000 tons of shipping, a part of which are 
employed in the cod fishery. Being the shire 
town of the county and a port of entry, it has 
several public buildings, among which the 
court house and jail deserve to be particularly 
mentioned. Plymouth contains a bank, a res- 
pectable printing office, from which is publish- 
ed a weekly newspaper, and an academy. 
Pop ulation 4384. 

establifliiments are there in the town 7 How is Plymouth 
harbor partly formed ? What is said of Plymouth Beach 7 
What 18 the present appearance of Plymouth 7 What 
amount of shipping has it? What distinction has Ply- 
mouth above otner towns of the county ? What public 
buildings are there in the town ? What does the town con- 
tain ? ' 
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Plympton occupies an elevation higher than 
the land in its immediate vicinity. A cotton, 
and a cotton and woollen factory have been 
established in the town ; and there are also 
important works for the manufacture of iron. 
Population 930. 

Kochester is a large township, containing 
about sixty square miles. The principal man- 
ufacture in this town is salt, of which more is 
supposed to be made here than in any other 
town in the State. Ship building has formed 
an important branch of business in the place. 
Assawampset Pond lies partly in this town, and 
is the source of Namasket River. Large 
quantities of iron ore are taken from it, but it 
is again formed nearly as fast as it is removed. 
There are works for the manufacture of iron, 
a large number of mills, and 3034 inhabit- 
ants. 

' Scxttiate though much of its soil is poor, 
contains extensive salt marshes and valuable 
pasturage. Its harbor is small and difficult of 
access, but the town has some commerce, and 
has pursued the mackerel fishery with great 

How is Plympton situated t What manufacturing estab- 
lishments are there in the town ? What is its population ? 

What is the size of Rochester ? What is the principal 
manufacture of the town ? What other business is here 
carried on? What is said of Assawampset Pond ? What 
works and mills are there in the town ? What is the num- 
ber of inhabitants ? 

What is said of the land in Scituate t In what branch o f 
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success during a long series of years. A large 
Dumber of vessels have been built here and 
furnished employment for a considerable pan 
of the population. North River forms the 
southern line of the town, and when near the 
sea, turns and runs parallel with the shore, leav- 
ing a beach nearly three miles in length be- 
tween itself and the ocean. The beach form- 
ed of smooth round pebbles, rises from 20 to 
40 feet high and is regarded as a curiosity. 
During Philip's war 19 buildings were burned 
in the town, and many lives destroyed by the 
Indians. Population 3505. 

West Bridgewater. This town contains 
the oldest settlement made in the ancient town 
of Bridgewater. It was attacked several times 
by the savages. The inhabitants, however, 
not only maintained their ground but lent effi- 
cient aid to the neighboring settlements in re- 
pelling their incursions. Population 1055. 

Hanover contains 1211 inhabitants. 
Hanson " 917 " 

Wareham " 952 " 

the fisheries have its inhabitants engaged ? What other 
employment have the people 1 What is said of North Riv- 
er and the beach it forms ? What injuries has Scituate sus- 
tained from the savages ? Wh9|jis its population 1 

What is said of the antiquity of West Bridgewater t 
What part did this town take in the war with the Indians ? 
What IS the population of the place ? 

How many inhabitants are there in Hanover ? 

What is the population of Hanson 7 

What number of people does Wareham contain ? 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PLYMOUTH eOVNTY. 125 

GENERALIZATION. 

Inhabitants^ Sfc, Plymouth County con- 
tains 21 towns, and 38,136 inhabitants, of 
whom 419 are blacks. Some of the inhabit- 
ants find employment in ship building, and in 
the manufacture of iron and salt, and of cot- 
ton and woollen cloths. Many engage in the 
mackerel and cod fishery, and in foreign com- 
merce, while large numbers still procure their 
subsistence from the cultivation of the soil. 
The old Plymouth Colony had a separate gov- 
ernment a great number of years after its set- 
tlement; in 1685, it was divided into three 
counties, Plymouth, Barnstable, and Bris- 
tol, and the same year a president of New- 
England was appointed by King James. 
From 1686, when the new administration be- 
gan, Plymouth never had a separate chartered 
government; and in 1692 ii was permanently 
united with the colony of Massachusetts. The 
county of Plymouth sends two Senators to the 
Legislature. 

Rivers. JVorth River rises principally in 
Pembroke, but has also a remote source in 
Abington. It winds in a very circuitous course 

How many towns are there in Plymouth County ? What 
number of inhabitants ? Give an account of the employ- 
ments of the people 1 ' 

How was Plymouth Colony originally governed ? What 
changes were afterwards introduced ? How many Senators 
does the county send to the Le^rislature ? 

Where does North River nse ? What is its coarse T 
What is said of its mouth ? 
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in a northeasterly direction towards, the sea; 
and when it has nearly reached it, turns to the 
south and runs parallel to the shore, nearly 
three miles before it discharges its waters into 
the ocean. Its mouth shifts for half a mile 
from north to south, and sometimes has one 
outlet, sometimes two. A great many ships 
have been built on this stream, particularly in 
Scituate. 

Taunton River has several sources in Ply- 
mouth County, one in Carver, another in Ab- 
ington, and many others. It is called Titicut 
till it has received a small stream which issues 
from Assawampset Pond in Middleborough. 
A farther account of this river will be found in 
the description of Bristol County. 

fVeweantic River rises in Carver. It re- 
ceives the name of river on the southwest bor- 
ders of Wareham, where it is about three rods 
wide. It flows in a southerly course in a crook- 
ed and rocky channel and empties into Bluz- 
zard's Bay. Small vessels can enter it nearly 
a mile. Alewives ascend the stream to two 
ponds in Carver, but not, it is said, in such 
numbers as formerly. 

Mountains. There are no elevations in 

What is said of the sources of Taunton River ? What is 
It called for a considerable part of its course f 

Where does Weweantic Kiver rise t What is its width 
in Wareham 7 What is its course ? How fkr it it naviga- 
ble 7 What fish are found in it 7 

\VHat i^ said of high lands in Plymouth Coanty t Give 
a9 account of the general surface of th« county. 
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Plymouth County of su^cient height to receivef 
the name of mountains. The surface of the 
country is generally level, ^nd though there is 
some tolerably fertile land, sandy and unpro- 
ductive tracts prevail to a great 6xtent, partic- 
ularly in the south. 



SUFFOLK COUNTY. 

TOWNS. 

Boston. The City of Boston is situated very 
pleasantly and very conveniently for commerce, 
at the head of Massachusetts Bay, and is near- 
ly surrounded by the waters of the harbor and 
Charles River. Though originally connected 
with the main land only by a low and nan'ow 

General review of the County, 

Draw tbe shape of Plymoath Couhtjr on a large scale. 
How is it bounded ? Draw Taunton River. NorSi River. 
Weweantic River. Draw Assawampset Pond. What do 
you recollect of this pond ? Where is Buzzard's bay ? 
Buttermilk Bay ? Where is Plymouth harbor ? What is 
the shire town of Plymouth County ? For what is Plymouth 
distinguished ? What do you recollect of Plymouth beach ? 
Mark Scituate ? Which way is it from Plymouth ? Wher« 
is Hingham ? For what is it famous ? In what part of the 
county is Bridge water ? What do you recollect of the his- 
tory of Bridgewater ? For what is Middleborough distin- 
giisbed ? Where is Rochester 7 Which way is it from 
lymouth ? Which way is Hingham from Rochester ? 
Where is Monks Hill % 

How is the city of Boston situated ? Bow was it ort«n- 
ftll y united with the main land^ and how is it new ? De- 

H 
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neck leading to Rbxbury, yet for all practi- 
cal purposes it is no longer a peninsula. A 
mill dam one mile and a half in length, the neck, 
and six long and expensive bridges extend- 
ing to Brookline, Roxbury, Charlestown, Cam- 
bridge, and South Boston, afford ample means 
of ready communication with all the surround- 
ing country. The harbor, which receives the 
waters of the Mystic, Charles, and Neponset 
Rivers, spreads out before the city 75 square 
miles in extent, scarcely admitting more than 
two ships abreast, yet capacious enough to 
contain over five hundred. . Convenient, and 
deep enough for the largest vessels, secured 
from an enemy by forts on the islands at its 
mouth, and from being nearly surrounded by 
land safe from every wind, it is one of the best 
harbors in the world. Wharves have been 
built out upon the shore nearly all around the 
city, and are the scenes of an immense com- 
mercial business. Some of them are about 
one third of a mile in length, and are always 
crowded with vessels, alive with the lading and 
unlading of cargoes, and bordered by large 
blocks of buildings used for the storage of 
goods and for the counting rooms of the mer- 
chants. To the Boston district, iftcluding the 
ports of Boston and Charlestown, belong about 
150,000 tons of shipping, a much greater 

scribe the harbor of Boston. What is said of the wharves 
of the city ? How many tons of shipping belong to the 
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aQiount than any other in the United States 
possesses, except New- York. Goods were 
imported from 1821 to 1825, to the average 
value of nearly fourteen millions of dollars an- 
nually, and two thirds of that sum were ex- 
ported. From the Boston stores filled with 
articles of foreign commerce and domestic in- 
dustry, supplies to a vast amount are purchased 
and transported to the adjacent and back coun- 
try of Massachusetts, to Vermont, New-Hamp- 
shire, and the State of Maine. The free and 
daring enterprise of her merchants, sending 
their vessels to trade with almost all nations of 
the world, civilized and uncivilized, has chiefly 
placed Boston in a rank with the first cities in 
our country inxpopulation, wealth and distinc- 
tion. 

Within a few years, commerce having be- 
come less flourishing and profitable, a consid- 
erable portion of the immense capital of Bos- 
ton, has been withdrawn fi^om navigation and 
invested in manufactures. The miraculous in- 
fluence of the treasures of her capitalists, has 
created factories and gathered busy villages 
round the numerous water-falls of the interior, 

Boston district 7 What amount of goods were imported 
and exported annually from 1821 to 1825 7 What is the 
domestic trade of Boston 1 What is said of the enterprise 
of its merchants t 

What change has within a few years taken place in the 
business of Boston 1 What has been the influence of the 
wealth of its capitalists ? What is the present condition 

h2 
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both in and out of the Slate ; at Waltham, 
Springfield, Somersworth, Dover and liOweil, 
and many places beside. This branch of bus- 
iness is now, however, npuch depressed, and 
great embarrassment and heavy losses have 
thereby beep produced. Much property is 
also invested in distilleries, glass factories, type 
and iron founderies, and in the numerous ope- 
rations of mechanical industry. The mill dam 
constructed from the city to Brook line, and a 
side dam to Roxbury, forming a full and an 
empty basin, secure by their gates the tide 
waters of Charles River. Grist mills, and 
very extensive rope walks and nail works have 
been built upon the branch dam, and the wa- 
ter power is sufficient to set in motion one hun- 
dred mills and factories. Insurance business 
is transacted to a great extent upon risks of 
loss by fire and at sea. The capital of the 18 
offices in the city, amounts to five and a half 
millions of dollars. The banks are 18 in num- 
ber, with an aggregate stock of nearly fifteen 
millions; and amidst all the fluctuations of 
business, they have always promptly redeemed 
their bills, and sustained their credit unimpair- 
ed. 



of manufacturing business ? In what ways is a consid- 
erable amount of property invested? .Give an account of 
the Mill Dam. To what extent is insurance business 
transacted ? What are the number^ capital, and character 
of the Boston Banks ? 
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While the population of Boston was rapidly 
increasing with its growing prosperity, a more 
efficient form of government was desired than 
that of a town, and in 1822 a city charter was 
obtained. The government of the city con- 
sists of a mayor, eight aldermen, and fortyeight 
common council men. Its affairs since its in- 
corporation have been managed with great fi- 
delity and ability, and many important improve- 
ments have been made in its police and its ex- 
ternal appearance. Among the most valuable 
of the latter, was the filling up of a lat-ge dock 
and removing many buildings for the purpose 
of erecting there the new market, a splen- 
did edifice of granite, two stories high, and 
530 feet long ; and also, two four story stone- 
fronted blocks of stores, which are of the same 
length, and form a street each side of it. As 
this is the most superb market-house in the 
country, so is the market one of the fullest and 
most choice in its variety of animal and vege- 
table food. Among the public buildings of 
Boston, are a jail, two court houses, one for 
the county and another for the city, a custom 
house, two theatres, the Tremont Hotel and 
the Massachusetts General Hospital, both mag- 
When and why was Boston incorporated as a city ? Of 
what does its government consist ? How have its affairs 
been managed since its incorporation ? 

What is one of the most important improvements that 
have been made ? What mention is made of the market 
house and market in Boston ? What are the public build- 

b3 
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nificent structures, the former just erected,Fane- 
uil Hall, called " the Cradle of Liberty," and 
the State House. There are about 40 church- 
es, which lend a graceful variety to the dis- 
tant view of the city. Some of them exhibit 
specimens of grand and beautiful architecture. 
Several are still standing and in constant use, 
which were built long before the revolution, in 
the course of which one of them, called the 
Old South, was occupied as a riding school^ 
by the British cavalry. The State house 
stands in the most elevated part of the city, 
presenting a majestic front and surmounted by 
a dome 230 feet above the level of the sea, 
commanding an interesting prospect of tlie 
harbor, the city, and its beautiful suburbs, and 
itself conspicuously crowning the view of Bos- 
ton for a great distance to the approaching 
traveller. In this building the State Legisla- 
ture assemble twice a year from all parts of 
the commonwealth. The city is, for conve- 
nience, usually divided into four parts, North 
End and South End, South and West Boston. 
The streets df the north end, the oldest part 
of the city, are crooked and irregular, but are 
frequently" improved. The new parts aregen- 

ings in the city ? What is the number of churches, and 
what is their appearance ? How old are some of them, 
and what is said of one in particular ? Give an account of 
the State House. How is tne city usually divided ? What 
is said of the streets at the north end 7 Of the newer parts 
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erally convenient and beautiful and are adorn- 
e'd with some private mansions of great splen- 
dor. The streets in the immediate vicinity 
of the common are very elegant, and present 
delightful places of residence. The limits of 
Boston are narrow, and the houses built com- 
pactly together. Within the last ten years more 
than 40 acres of land have been made by fill- 
ing up the mill pond and banking out the wa- 
ters of the river and harbor. Destructive fires 
have raged repeatedly in the thickly settled 
parts of the city, and frequent dangers and 
losses have led to the establishment of a fire 
department, which acts with great order, spirit 
and success. 

Though Boston is much distinguished for 
its energy in commerce and the beauty of its 
edifices, it is not more so than for its attention 
to the interests of education. Primary schools 
kept by women, are provided at the public ex- 
jpense, for the instruction of all children from 
four to seven years old in reading and spelling. 
From seven to fourteen years of age the chil- 
dren can be admitted to the free grammar 
schools, where wider the care of masters they 
are instructed in reading, writing, grammar, 

of the city ? What streets are remarkably elegant ? How 
extensive are the limits of Boston ? What has been the 
consequence of frequent fires ? What is the character of 
the fire department ? 

For what is Boston much distinguished T Give an ac- 
count of the primary schools. Of the. grammar schools? 
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geography, and arithmetic. At the age of 12, 
boys may enter the high school, where, in a 
course of three years, the higher branches of 
an English education, with mathematics, are 
taught. This school is^ free to all classes, is 
well sustained by public sentiment and produc- 
tive of great benefits to the community. The 
Latin school is open for boys of nine years of 
age and upwards. In this they are taught free 
of expense, Latin and Greek and those branch- 
es of mathematics necessary for admission into 
Harvard College. The regular course of 
study in the Latin school lasts five years. 
The large number of pupils from this dchool, 
who are annually presented for admission to 
the University, are much distinguished for 
the accuracy with which they have been in- 
structed. Boston contains likewise a great 
number of private schools, some of them of 
considerable celebrity. The whole number of 
pupils in all the schools is over ten thousand, 
who are educated at an annual expense of 
more than $150,000, of which one thud is 
defrayed from the city treasury. Besides 
these means of education, societies have been 
recently formed embracing some of the most 
eminent men in the community, who deliver 

What is said of the high school 7 What character is eiyen 
of the Latin school and its pupils ? What other school 
are there in Boston ? What is the whole number of pupils 
in the city, aihd the annual expense of their education T 
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lectures on various branches of useful knowl- 
edge for the instruction of adults. There is 
also a TTiedical college in the city connected 
with Harvard University ; in this a library oi 
some thousand volumes and a valuable appa- 
ratus are kept, and annual courses of lectures 
are delivered to a large number of students in 
medicine. There are several public libraries 
in Boston, containing from two to six thousand 
volumes, and one with 25,000 called the Athe- 
naeum, which is extremely valuable, and amply 
furnished with the periodical publications of 
the day.* In connexion with this institution to 
aid its funds and encourage the art of painting, 
splendid exhibitions of pictures are held in the 
summer months in the Athenaeum Gallery. 

The whole number of books in the difier- 
ent public libraries amounts to about 70,000 
volumes.^ In Boston was printed the first 
newspaper ever published in North America. 
Here are now forty nine distinct printing of- 
fices many of them very extensive ; and there 
are published in the city tweniyeight newspa- 
pers, five of them daily, and the rest as often 
as once a week, and many of them twice or 
three times. Besides these there are thirty- 

"What means have been adopted for the instruction of adults? 
What college is there in tne city, and what is said of it ? 
What account is given of the libraries in Boston ? What 
is the whole number of volumes in the public libraries of 
the city ? Where was printed the first newspaper pub- 
Uahtd in North America ? What number of newspapers is 
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four magazines, and monthly, quarterly, and 
annual publications ; and the presses are con- 
tinually sending forth a vast number and varie- 
ty of reprinted and original works, particularly 
the latter. To complete the literary charac- 
ter and advantages of the metropolis, its socie^ 
ty with that of its environs, especially Cam- 
bridge, is the most distinguished in the coun- 
try for its men of letters. 

Besides the usual mode of supporting pau- 
pers, the humane societies of Boston are very 
numerous, and to a great extent answer their 
noble design of protecting the friendless, re- 
lieving the diseased and the indigent, and re- 
claiming the vicious. Among these are two 
asylums for orphans, a dispensary, which dis- 
tributes medicines gratuitously to the poor, aud 
the Massachusetts General Hospital, in which 
the aid of the most skilful physicians and sur- 
geons is freely given to tlie destitute, suflfering 
from casualty or disease. 

Boston was called by the Indians Shawmut, 
and was settled in 1630, by people who passed 
over the river from Charlestown, but came 
originally from England. The very year of 

now published there ? How many magazines and period- 
ical publications are printed, and what is said of the num- 
ber of works issued from the presses in the city ? What 
mention is made of the literary society of Boston and its 
vicinity ? 

What is said of the objects and benefits of the humane 
societies bf Boston ? Mention some of them. 

What was the Indian name of Boston t When and by 
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its settlement it became the seat of government 
for Massachusetts Colony. It was the centre 
of the disturbances, which prevailed in this 
country just before the American revolution. 
Its inhabitants were the most forward in resist- 
ing the attempts of the British government to 
tax the colonies ; and when great quantities of 
tea, which was one of the articles taxed, had 
been brought there by English ships, a num- 
ber of the citizens, determined to prevent its 
being landed, disguised themselves like In- 
dians, went on board the vessels, broke open 
the chests of tea, and threw their contents 
overboard. On account of the seditious spirit 
of the town of Boston, a large number of Eng- 
lish troops were quartered there, the port was 
shut and the General Court was convened at 
Salem. 

Directly after the battle of Lexington, in 
April 1775, an army of twenty thousand men 
collected round Boston and besieged the Brit- 
ish forces stationed in the town. At South 
Boston are two hills much celebrated under 
the name of Dorchester Heights, for the works 
thrown up there towards the close of the siege. 
For several nights previous to that in which 

whom was it settled t What did it become the year of its 
settlement 1 What position did it hold in the disturbances 
of the revolution 7 What was the conduct of its inhabit- 
ants at that time 7 What was the consequence of the 
disturbances in Boston ? What took place directly after 
the battle of Lexington T What heights are there in South 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



138 GEOGRAPHY OF MASSACHVSETT8. 

the fortifications were t6 be raised, to prevent 
suspicion, a cannonade was kept up from the 
Cambridge side upon the garrison in the town. 
On the night appointed the firing was renewed 
to draw the attention of the enemy to the 
quarter from whence it came, while 1200 men 
and 200 teams were busily employed in forti- 
fying the heights. The next morning they 
presented a formidable appearance, entirely 
commanding Boston and its harbor ; and the 
British in consequence were soon forced to 
evacuate the town. The inhabitants suffered 
extremely during the siege, which lasted near- 
ly a year and terminated in March 1776. 

Boston, which was first occupied by Euro- 
peans about two hundred years ago, is now 
the shire town of the county of Suffolk, seat of 
government for the State of Massachusetts, 
and chief town in New-England in commerce, 
wealth and population. It contained 24,9^7 
inhabitants in 1800; 58,281 in 1825, and has 
now about 65,000. 

Chelsea, situated on Mystic River, and on 
the north side of Boston harbor, once belonged,^ 
to Boston. The surface of the township & 
uneven and has small settlements here arif^ 

Boston ? Relate the events for which they are celebrated. 
How lon^ since Boston was first occapied by Europeans ? 
V^bat is its present importance ? How many inhabitants 
did it contain in 1800 ? In 1825 ? How many has it now T 
How is Chelsea situated ? What is said of the surface 
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there scattered over it. Large quantities of 
salt hay are annually taken from the extensive 
marshes lying along the shores of the river and 
harbor. Chelsea contains a large and beauti- 
ful stone building, called the United States 
Marine Hospital, designed for the relief of 
diseased and disabled seamen. Population 
642. 

GENERALI Z ATION . 

Inhabitants^ S/-c, Suffolk County contains 
but two towns, and in 1820 had 43,940 in- 
habitants, of whom 1372 were colored. Only 
a very small part of the people are engaged in 
agriculture, a great number spend a consider- 
able portion oi their lives at sea, and many find 
employment in mercantile business and me- 
chanical occupations. Suffolk County was in- 
corporated in 1643, and for 150 years after 
embraced the county of Norfolk. It sends six 
Senators to the State Legislature. 

Rivers, Charles River, which was describ- 
ed in Middlesex County, spreads out between 
that county and Suffolk, into a broad bay, deep 
e»iough for ships of the heaviest tonnage, and 
flows into Boston harbor. It has four bridges 

of the township ? What national institution does it con- 
tain ? What is the population ? 

Hovv many towns are there in Suffolk County ? How 
many inhdbitiols I ^VVhat ire the employments of the peo- 
ple ? When was Suffolk County incorporated ? WJiat 
was its extent for a great number of years / How many 
Senators docs it send to the State Legislature ? 

What is thfe bre.idth and drpth of Cnarles River between 
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over it in this county, each of which contains 
a draw for the passage of vessels. 

Mystic River passes between Suffolk and 
Middlesex Counties in a current of great width 
and depth into Boston harbor. 

Mountains, Suffolk has no mountains nor 
any very high elevations. The most impor- 
tant of the latter are Powder Horn Hill in 
Chelsea, which is 220 feet higher than the sea, 
and Beacon Hill in Boston, which once rose 
to the height of 140 feet above high water 
mark, but has been reduced about thirty feet. 

The arable lands of Chelsea are in general 
easily cultivated. Though the cultivation of 
some of the gardens of the city is carried to 
a high degree of perfection, the land is chiefly 
valuable for builiung sites, being almost entire- 
ly occupied by streets, stores and houses. 

Suffolk and Middlesex Countiee 7 How many bridges are 
Uiere over it ? 

What ii the course of Mystic River, and where does it 
flow? 

Are there any mountains in the cox^y of Suffolk ? What 
are the highest hills ? What mentfon is ftade of the lands 
in Chelsea ? How is the laud in the city of Boston chiefly 
occupied 7 

General review of the County. 
DtzYT Suffolk County on a large scale. How is the coun- 
ty bounded 7 Draw Charles River. Draw Mystic River. 
Draw the bridges over the two streams 7 What do you re- 
collect of Boston harbor 7 Of the business of the city of 
Boston 7 What are the most important bliildiags in the 
city 7 What is said of its schools 7 What are the chief 
•vents in its history 7 Which way is Cheliea from Boston? 
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WORCESTER COUNTY. 

TOWNS. 

Ashburnham lies upon the highlands between 
Connecticut and Merrimack Rivers, and dis- 
charges a part of its waters through Miller's 
River into the former, and a part through 
Nashua River into the latter. The surface 
of the town is uneven and is diversified by 
several large ponds. The township affords ex- 
cellent farms and grazing lands, and the mhab- 
itants are chiefly devoted to agriculture. Leath- 
er has been very extensively manufactured 
here by a company incorporated with a capital 
of $30,000. The Boston Soap Stone Com- 
pany were incorporated here in 1820, with a 
capital of $20,QD0. Population of the town 
1230. 

Athol is a small township lying on Miller's 
River. A cotton factory was established here 
during the late war, and has been in success- 
ful operation since that time. It is a place of 
considerable mechanical as well as manufac- 
turing business. Population 1211. 

Barre. This is a large township of excel- 
How is Ashburnham situated, and where do its waters 
flow T What is the surface of the t<fwn ? What is said pf 
the laods^and how are the inhabitants employed ? What is 
manufttciTOred here ? What is the population 7 

What is the size of Athol, and how is it situated ? What 
manufactures has it ? What is the population ? 

What is the situation of Barre 7 What is the chief em • 
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lent land, well watered by Ware River and 
several tributaries, which flow into it in differ- 
ent parts of the town. The inhabitants are. 
clriefly devoted to agriculture, and the farmers, 
many of whom are thrifty and even opulent, 
are noted for the great quantity as well as ex- 
cellent quality of the butter and cheese sent by 
them to the Boston and other markets. Pop- 
ulation 2077. 

Bolton, The Bolton ridge of hills, which 
is between two and three hundred feet above 
the level of Nashua River, lies in the west part 
of this town and divides the waters of the 
Nashua and Assabet Rivers. The township 
originally contained most of Berlin, which has 
been set off from its south part. Limestone 
abounds in the east part of the town, and more 
than 16,000 bushels of quicklime of the very 
best quality, are prepared annually for the sup- 
ply of the neighboring towns with that article. 
Population 1229. 

iSoylston. Nashua River passes through 
the north part of this town, having fine interval 
lands upon its banks and affording several ex- 
cellent water privileges partially occupied by 
mills and factories. Population 902. 



ployment of the people ? For what a^cuUural products 
are the farmers distinguished 7 What is the population 7 

How high are the Bolton Hills 7 What town ha^ been 
set off from Bolton 7 What quantity of quick lime is pre- 
pared here annually ? What is the population of the town t 

What is said of Boylston 7 What is its population 7 
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Brookfield was settled as early as 1660 by 
people from Ipswich, in Essex County, and at 
its incorporation embraced the present town of 
North Brookfield. It was for a long time a 
solitary settlement, being situated about mid- 
way between the old towns on Connecticut 
River and those on the east towards tlie At- 
lantic coast. The inhabitants suffered fre- 
quently and severely from the incursions of the 
Indians. In an attack at the breaking out of 
King Philip's war in 1675, the savages destroy- 
ed all the houses but one which was hastily 
and slightly fortified, and compelled the terri- 
fied inhabitants to withdraw lo that for safety. 
Here they defended themselves against the 
Indians for four days till they were relieved by 
a detachment of troops from Lancaster. Dur- 
ing the siege a constant fire was kept up be- 
tween the inhabitants in the house and the sav- 
ages, who closely beset it on every side. Sev- 
eral attempts were made by the savages to set • 
fire to the fort ; in one of which they filled a 
cart with hemp and other combustible sub- 
stances, and having set fire to it endeavored to 
run it against the house; but the ingenuity of 
the design was defeated by a timely shower of 
rain, whiTih extinguished the flames.. 

Brookfield is watered by Chickopee River 

When and by whom was Brookfield settled ? What was 
its situation ? Describe the attack upon the town in 1775. 
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and some of its small tributary streams. Po- 
dunk Pond in the south part of the town, con- 
tains a surface equivalent to somewhat more 
th%n a square mile. Another large pond in 
the west parish affords iron ore. Ore is also 
found in the bogs and marshes of the neigh- 
borhood, and is smelted and cast into hollow 
ware, stoves, fac. by the Worcester and Brook- 
field Iron Foundery, which has been incorpo- 
rated with a capital of $60,000. Brookfield 
contains a large printing establishment, and a 
female academy. Population 2292. 

Charlton was originally a part of Oxford, 
which bounds it on the east. It is a large ag- 
ricultural town well watered by springs and 
small streams, though it has no river of im- 
portance passing through its territory. Popu- 
lation 2134. 

Douglass contains some excellent interval 
lands lying on Mumford River, which passes 
through the north part of the town, and emp- 
ties into the Blackstone in Uxbridge. Popu- 
lation 1375. 

Dudley contains several Indians, the remains 

What rivers and ponds are there in the town ? What ore is 
found here, and for what purpose is it used f What does - 
the town contain, t 

From what township was Charlton separated ? What is 
its size and character ? What is the population T 

What river passes through Douglass 7 What is said of 
the land on its banks ? What is the population ? 

What is said of the Indians in Dudley ? What rivers 
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of the tribe which once occupied this region. 
French and Quineboag Rivers, both consider- 
able streams, pass in a southerly course through 
this town. They afford a great amount <of 
water power, which has been so extensively 
occupied as to make Dudley one of the largest 
manufacturing towns in the county. Five in- 
corporated companies with an aggregate capi- 
tal of $600,000 have their establishments in 
this town for the manufacture of cotton and 
woollen goods. The lands are well watered, 
fertile, and generally well cultivated. The 
growing of wool has been undertaken here 
with considerable zeal. One farmer, who is 
also a woollen manufacturer, has kept a flock 
of five hundred sheep. Population 1615. 

Fitchburg, Several streams unite in this 
town and form the north branch of Nashua 
River. The falls on the smaller streams as well 
as those on the main one, affprd excellent water 
privileges. The town has had a quick and 
prosperous growth, owing chiefly to the nu- 
merous manufacturing establishments that have 
been built within ten or fifteen years. Within 
the distance of two miles on Nashua River there 
are 'three cotton and two woollen factories, sev- 

pass throuffh this town ? How is their water power appro- 
priated ? What gooda are manafacture 'here ? What i» 
said of the lands in Dudley 7 Of the raising of wool in th* 
town 7 What is the population of Dudley ? 

What river passes through Fitchburg ? What is said of 
the growth of the town 7 What manufactories have been 
I 
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eral small mills for different purposes, and a 
window blind manufactory, in which 4000 are 
annually made and sent to Boston. Rollstone 
Hill, near the principal village of the town, 
rises about 300 feet above the river at its base, 
and is as far as has been discovered one entire 
mass of granite. Great quantities of stone for 
steps and underpinning have been quarried 
and wrought here for the supply of this and 
the neighboring towns. The population of the 
town in 1820 was 1736; but since that time 
the activity and enterprise of the people have 
very much increased the business and impor- 
tance of the place, so that it now probably con- 
tains over 2000 inhabitants. 

Grafton, Through the southwest corner of 
this town pass the Blackstone River and Ca- 
nal. One of the principal tributary streams to 
that river flows through the west part of Graf- 
ton, and by its fall of more than fifty feet, sup- 
plies unfailing water power to extensive works 
for the manufacture of cotton, linen^, and wool- 
len goods. Here were once a great many 
Christian Indians, who had houses in the Eng- 
lish fashion and a meeting-house. Of these 
Hassanamisco Indians a few remain, who have 

established at Fit^bburg ? What is said of Rollstone Hill ? 
For what purpose has its granite been used ? What is tlie 
population of the town ? 

Through what part of Grafton do the Blackstone River 
and Canal pass ? What is said of one of the tributary 
■treams of the Blackstone ? What mention it made of in- 
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funds to the amount of ^800. The town has 
increased considerably since 1820, but had 
then 1154 inhabitants. 

Hardmckj on the western line of Worces- 
ter County, has Ware River on its southeast- 
erly limits. Its soil is good, suitable for gra- 
zing land and for orcharding. There are iron 
works in this town, to which iron ore is sent 
from Brookfield. The township was purchas- 
ed of the Indians for twenty pounds, by peo- 
ple from Roxbury, in Norfolk County. Pop- 
ulation 1836. 

) Harvard is chiefly an agricultural town, 
bounded on the west by Nashua River, which 
separates it from Lancaster and Shirley. The 
town contains a family of Shakers, consisting 
of about two hundred. Their civil organization, 
habits, and pursuits, do not differ essentially 
from those of the neighboring family at Shir- 
ley, in Middlesex County, which are fully de- 
scribed in the account of that town. The Sha- 
ker village, which has a very neat and beauti- 
ful appearance, lies in the northeast part of the 
town, near the borders of Litdeton. The so- 
ciety own a large tract of highly cultivated and 

dians in this town ? How large is the population of Graf- 
ton ? 

How is Hardwick situated ? What is its soil t What 
works are there in the town ? Of whom was the township 
purchased ? What is the population ? 

What is the situation of Harvard ? .What is said of the 
Shakers in this town ? How is the Shaker village situated ? 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



148 GEOGRAPHY OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

productive land, which extends northward from 
their village into Groton. They constitute one 
of the school districts of the town, and support 
schools for the instruction of children, taught 
by members of their own society. Population 
of the town 1597. 

Holden was taken from Worcester. It has 
the Quinepoxet River passing through it, on 
which are a machine factory and two cotton 
factories, together with several small mills for 
different purposes. Population 1402. 

Hubbardston is an extensive township, situ- 
ated on tlie elevated lands in Worcester Coun- 
ty between Connecticut River and the ocean. 
The ridge rises here to the height of more 
than 1000 feet above the Connecticut, and 
sends to Ware River several considerable tribu- 
tary streams. Population 1367. 
' Lancaster has a strikingly beautiful situa- 
tion on Nashua River, whose north and south 
branches meet near the centre of the town. 
This stream annually overflows the extensive 
intervals on its banks, and enriches their al- 
ready productive soil. Besides the river there 

What mention is made of their lands and schools ? What 
is the population of the town ? 

Fron> what town was Holden tak^n ? What is said of 
Quinepoxet River ? What is the population of Holden ? 

What are the size and situation of Hubbardston 7 How 
high do the lands rise in this town ? What is the popula- 
tion ? 

How is Lancaster situated ? What effect has the Nashua 
on th« fertility of its banks ? What mention is made of 
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are ten ponds in different parts of the town. 
Interesting specimens of minerals are found 
here, and a large slate quarry was once work- 
ed for the supply of the Boston market, but 
has long lain neglected^ because the slate if 
worked will not afford a profit. There are a 
great many mechanics in the town, and comb 
making, printing, and copperplate printing are 
carried on to a considerable extent. The print- 
ing press issues a weekly newspaper. Beau- 
tiful engravings on copper and steel have been 
executed here. There is also a manufacturing 
establishment with two factories for the pro- 
duction of cotton cloth. 

Lancaster was settled in 1643, and is the 
most ancient town in the county. It once in- 
cluded the towns of Sterling and Leominster, 
and part of Berlin, Bolton, Harvard, and the 
two Boylstons. It was a celebrated Indian 
town, inhabited by the Nashua tribe, and its 
territory was at different times purchased of 
the natives. Being for a long time farther 
west than any other. settlement in the state but 
Springfield, it suffered severe and repeated 
Tosses both of property and life from the hos- 
tility of the savages. In February 1 676, the 
most destructive attack on the town was made 

minerals and of the slate quarry in the V>wn ? Give an ac- 
count of the business of I^ancaster ? When was Lancaster 
settled, and what was its original extent ? By whom was it 
formerly inhabited ? Give an account of the injuries it suf- 

i8 
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by King Philip with 1500 Indians, among 
whom were the Nashuas. Coming upon the 
town in five divisions, they burned the de- 
fenceless houses, killed some of the inhabit- 
ants, and at length assaulted the house of the 
, Rev. Mr. Rowlandson, which was fortified. 
Foitytwo people were here collected who de- 
fended the house for two hours, till it was set 
on fire in the back part, where it was unfortifi- 
ed, by a cart filled with flax and hemp set in 
a blaze and rolled against it. The miserable 
inhabitants were soon forced to come out, and 
of the whole number only one escaped ; the 
rest were either killed or made prisoners. 
Among the last was Mrs. Rowlandson, who af- 
ter having been shot through was compelled by ^ 
the savages to go with them a long journey 
through the wilderness to the vicinity of Bel- 
lows Falls in New-Hampshire. After remain- 
ing with them more than eleven weeks, suffer- 
ing extreme distress from her wound and from 
hunger, she was ransomed at last for twenty 
poimds and restored to her family. 

Lancaster contains an academy and 1862 
inhabitants. 

Leicester lies upon very elevated land and 
sends a tributary to Chickopee River on the 
west, one to French River in a southerly Hi- 

fered from the Indians. Describe the captivity and suffer* 
inss of Mrs. Rowlandson. 
What is the situation of Leicester, and to what streams 
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rection, an^cne to the Blackstone eastwardly. 
Extensive woollen factories have been estab- 
lished iiere, and belong to the same incorpo- 
rated company whose mills are described in 
the account of Framingham, in Middlesex 
County. A large scythe factory is in opera- 
tion here; and five extensive tanneries produce 
a great revenue to the town. Cards have been 
for a long time very extensively made here. 
There are now ten establishments in the town 
for their manufacture, and $200,000 worth 
are estimated to be made annually. Leices- 
ter contains a bank, and a highly respectable 
academy. , The academy is one of the oldest 
and best endowed institutions of the kind in 
the State. It has sustained a high character 
among similar institutions and been liberally 
patronised by the public. Population 1262. 

Leominster was originally a part of Lan- 
caster, and till its incorporation as a distinct 
town was called Lancaster New Grant. The 
township contains several swells of strong and 
excellent laud ; though the eastern part of it, 
through which Nashua River passes, has ex- 
tensive tracts of plain and interval. Five pa- 

doea it ffi?e rise t What is said of the factories and tanne- 
ries of the town 7 To what extent is the manafacture of 
cards carried 7 What institutions does Leicester contain ? 
What mention is made of its academj ? What is the popu- 
lation of the town t 

From what town was Leominster taken, and what wm it 
called before its separation 1 What is said of the land in 
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per mills are in operation in the town employ- 
ing over fifty people, although manual labor 
has been recently much abridged by the use 
of machinery. The several mills produce pa- 
per to the amount of $40,000 annually. The 
town has been distinguished many years for 
the manufacture of horn and shell combs. 
There are 18 manufactories, employing 200 
people, and producing over $100,000 worth 
of the article annually. Population 1790. 

Ijunenburg is an ancient town and once in- 
cluded the more thrifty town of Fitchburg, 
which now bounds it on the west. The peo- 
ple are chiefly devoted to agriculture, though 
printing and book binding are carried on to cpn- 
siderable extent. Population 1209. 

Mendon, situated in the southeast corner of 
Worcester County, is the oldest town in it ex- 
cept Lancaster, and the largest in population 
except Worcester and Brookfield. The first 
settlement was made here by people from 
Roxbury, in Norfolk County. At the break- 
ing out of Philip's war in 1675, the town was at- 

the town 7 How many paper milU are there in Leomiii* 
ster ? To what extent is paper annually manufactured f 
What else is manufactured here 7 How many comb facto- 
ries are there in the town, and how many people are there 
employed in them ? What is the population t 

What is said of the antiquity of Lunenburg 7 How are 
the people chiefly employed 7 What is the population of 
the town 7 

What is said of the antiquity and size of Mendon 7 How 
did the early inhabitants suffer from the Indians 7 What 
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tacked by the Indians. Several of the inhabitants 
were killed and the remainder compelled to 
abandon for a time the settlement and with- 
draw to places of greater safety. Mendon 
now possesses almost unrivalled advantages for 
manufacturing establishments, having Mill Riv- 
er passing through the whole length of the 
town from north to south, and Blackstone Riv- 
er crossing the south part of it just before it 
enters the State of Rhode Island. The Black- 
stone Canal on the banks of the river of the 
same name, passes near the principal manufac- 
turing establishnlents and gives them easy 
communication with the interior of the coun- 
ty and with tide water at Providence, in Rhode 
Island. These natural and artificial advanta- 
ges have within a few years been so far im- 
proved as to give Mendon the first rank in 
Worcester County in the manufacturing inter- 
est. A bank with a capital of ^100,000 was 
established in the town in 1827. The popu- 
lation in 1820 was 2254, but has since so much 
increased as probably to make Mendon second 
in population in the county. 

Milbury. This township was taken from 
j^Iiat of Sutton at its incorporation. The 

jjdvantages doeg the town possest^for manufactures ? How 
have its natural and axtificial advantages been improved 1 
Wliat is manufacttired here ? What is said of the bank in 
Mendon ? What is the population ? 
Til wliat town did Milbury formerly belong 7 What river 
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Blackstone River passes through the town, and 
the Blackstone Canal is here carried over the 
river at the falls. Cotton and woollen facto- 
ries have been established here, and extensive 
works for the manufacture of guns and scythes 
have been for many yeai's in successful opera- 
tion. Excellent quarries of* granite foi' build- 
ing purposes are found in the township and 
wrought. The town contains a bank, and at 
the last census had 926 inhabitants. The 
number of inhabitants has since much in- 
creased. N 

Milford is a farming town, watered by 
Charles River, which passes through the east 
part of it, and by Mill River which passes 
through the west part. The town contains an 
academy recently established. Population 
1160. 

New Braintree is a fine grazing town and 
is distinguished for the excellence of its but- 
ter and cheese, which are sent chiefly to the 
Boston market. Population 888. 

JVorthhorough. This is a township of good 
land, the interval on Assabet River especially 

passes through the town ? What is said of the canal in this 
place 7 What of the manufactures 7 Of the quarries of 
granite ? What does the town contain 7 

What rivers pass through Milford ? What does the town 
contain ? 

For what is New Braintree distinguiihed ? What it th« 
population of the town 7 

What is said of the township of Nortbboroogfa t Of th« 
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is very productive. Considerable mechanical 
business is done here; there are also a large tan- 
nery and a manufacturing establishment, which 
produces 80,000 yards of cotton and woollen 
cloths annually. Population 1018. 

JYorthhridge. The Blackstone Canal pas- 
ses through this town on the west bank of 
Blackstone River. The south part of the town- 
ship is also watered by Mumford River. The 
banks of the rivers afford some good interval 
lands, but the township is not otherwise of the 
first quality. Several factories for the manu- 
facture of cotton and woollen goods have been 
established here. Population 905. , 

JVorth Brookjield has recently been sepa- 
rated from Brookfield to which it formerly be- 
longed, and with which it suffered all the trials 
and hardships of an early frontier settlement. 
It is a fine agricultural town, having also a 
small woollen factory. Population 1095. 

JVotown. A gore of land generally distin- 
guished by this name lies between Leominster, 
Fitchburg, Westminster, and Princeton, but 
does not belong to either, nor to any incorpo- 

mechanical and manufacturing business of the town t What 
is the population ? 

What rivers pass through Northbridcet What is said 
of the soil of the town ? Of the manutactures 7 What is 
. the population ? 

To what township did North Brookfield once belonff t 
What is the business of the town t What is the popula- 
tion? 

Describe Notown ? 
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rated town. It contains a few families, but is 
generally unimproved. Parts of the tract, 
however, are used for grazing lands by their 
proprietors, who generally reside at a distance 
from it. 

Oakham is a small rough township. It lies 
upon very elevated land and gives rise to a 
branch of Chickopee River. The village con- 
tains several mills, a trip hammer, clothiers' 
works and a cotton factory. Populetion 986. 

Oxford is well watered by French River, 
which passes, through the town in a southerly- 
direction, and supplies valuable water privi- 
leges. It was originally occupied by 30 families 
of French Protestants, who being barbarously 
persecuted in their own country, on account 
of their religion, came here to enjoy the rights 
of conscience. Not many years after the set- 
tlement was formed, it was broken up in con- 
sequence of an attack by the Indians, who 
killed several of the inhabitants and so terrifi- 
ed the rest that they abandoned tlie place, 
went to Boston and never returned. The 
town was afterwards re-occupied by Eng- 
lish settlers. It contains factories for the pro- 
duction of pitis and cotton cloths, a bank, and 
1562 inhabitants. 

What iu said of the township of Oakham 7 Of its situa- 
tion f What mills and factories does the TiUage contain t 
What is the population t 

What is the course of French River in Oxford T GtTe 
an account of the first settlement of the town. Ifow wai 
it broken up 7 What does the town contain 7 
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Paocton. Hasnebumskit Hill lying chiefly 
in thj* town, but pardy in Holden, is the highest 
lanoin the county except Wachusett Moun- 
tain in Princeton. The waters from a certain 
spring not far from the meeting-house, after 
running a short distance divide, a part taking 
an easterly direction* through Nashua River to 
the Merrimack, and a part passing through 
Cbickopee River to the Connecticut. The 
main hranch of the Blackstone, and a branch 
of French River, also rise in the south part of 
this town. Paxton is a small rough township 
whose inhabitants, except the usual and neces- 
sary niechanics for a country town, are wholly 
devoted to agriculture. The population is 
613, being the least of any town in the county 
except Ward. 

Petersham, The situation of this town is 
lofty" and very beautiful, and its soil is general- 
ly strong and productive. During Shays' In- 
surrection, two days after the dispersion of the 
rebels by General Shepard at Springfield, Gen- 
eral Lincoln arrived there and assumed the 
command. Shays retreated hastily to Am- 
herst and marched to Petersham on the 
night of the second of February. General 

What is said of Hasnebumsket Hill ? What natural curi- 
osity is there in Paxton ? What other rivers take their rise 
here ? What is said of the township, and the employment 
of the people 1 What is the population ? 

What are the situation and soil of Petersham 1 Relate 
the events of Shays^ Insurrection an;er the dispersion of the 
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Lincoln with the forces of the government 
pressed on closely after the insurgents to Am- 
herst, and having put his troops in motion at 8 
o'clock on the evening of the second of the 
month, arrived at Petersham at 9 o'clock on 
the morning of the third, having marched 30 
miles through deep snow, and suffering severely 
jfrom the intense cold. The rebels were taken 
entirely by surprise, and 1 50 were made prison- 
ers ; the rest fled precipitately and effected their 
escape. This blow against the conspiracy 
was decisive, and the government met but lit- 
tle further opposition. Population of Peters- 
ham 1626. 

Princeton is famous for its fine farms and 
for the excellent neat cattle raised upon them. 
The farmers of this town are not surpassed by 
those of any other in the county in die enter- 
prise and sagacity which prompt to and in- 
vent improvements in agriculture. Wachusett 
Mountain lies in the northwest part of the town- 
ship and is the highest land in the State east 
of the Green Mountains. It is a little more 
than 3000 feet above the level of the sea, and 
rises without any very steep accliviries about 
1900 feet higher than the surrounding country. 

The sides of the mountain are generally cov- 

rebels at Springfield. What is the population of Peters- 
ham ? 

What is said of the farms and f^mers of Princeton ? 
Describe Wachusett Mountain. What is said of the pres- 
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ered with wood, which gradually dwindles in 
size towards the top till it becomes mere shrub- 
ery ; and on the summit vegetation almost en- 
tirely ceases. Wachusett gives to the specta- 
tor upon its summit a view of the country from 
30 to 50 miles on every side. The principal 
rivers and ponds of the county, and many of 
the towns and villages are presented very dis- 
tinctly to the naked eye. Population 1261. 

RoyalstoHj occupying the northwest corner 
of this county, lies upon Miller's River, and 
has rich meadow lands on its tributary waters. 
Several small streams, one of which has upon 
it a perpendicular fall of twenty feet, and de- 
scends one hundred feet in 40 rods, unite and 
formTully River, which discharges into Miller's 
River a great quantity of water. There are 
important manufacturing works in Royalston 
and a population of 1424. 

Rutland is an ancient town and once em- 
braced the townships of Hubbardston, Barre, 
Oakham, and a part of Princeton. It lies upon 
very high land and of course has no very large 
streams. Its waters constitute a considerable 
source of Ware River, and afford power for 
several mills, clothiers' works, and a trip ham- 

pect from its summit? What is the population of the 
town ? 

What is the situation of Royalston ? What is said of the 
streams of Royalston 7 What is the population ? 

What towns did Rutland formerly embrace ? What is the 
situation of the town 1 What river has one of its sources 
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mer. The people are almost exclusively em- 
ployed in agriculture. Population 1262. 
': Shrewsbury. This town is very beautifully 
situated. Long Pond on the western border 
of this town is the largest collection of water 
in this county. The township consists of large 
swells of excenent and highly cultivated land. 
The waters of the town pass off partly to the 
northeast to join the Merrimack, partly by the 
Blackstone southeast to Narraganset Bay. 
Population 1468. 

Spencer^ originally a part of Leicester, is an 
agricultural town. Its lands are rough and 
uneven, though they yield to the farmers who 
diligently cultivate them, a good subsistence 
and even affluence. Population 1648. 

Southbridge. This town was very recently 
separated from Sturbridge, and is the young- 
est incorporated town in the county. The 
township is generally rough and unpromising 
to the agriculturist, though the banks of Quine- 
boag River, which passes centrally through the 
town, afford fine tracts of interval land. Two 
woollen factories have been established here 

here, and what mills are situated upon it ? How are the 
people employed 1 Mention the population. 

What is said of Long Pond in Shrewsburv ? In what di- 
rections do the waters of the town flow ? Mention the pop- 
ulation. 

From what town was Spencer separated ? What is said 
of the land of the township t What is the copulation ? 

To what township did Southbridge belong ? What is 
said of the land of Southbridge 1 What factoriea have been 
established here ? What is the population ? 
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with a capital each of $50,000. Population 
1066. 

Sterling has been noted for the manufacture 
of chairs and hats ; about 70,000 of the form- 
er have been annuaUy made, and 17,000 of 
the latter or to die value of more than $40, 
000. Considerable excavations have been 
made here in pursuit of a vein of silver ore, 
but with small success. Several specimens of 
interesting minerals are found here and rich 
iron ore, which might be profitably wrought 
were it not for the high price of fuel. Sholan, 
Sachem of the Nashuas, lived in this town. 
After the death of Sholan, this tribe having 
joined Philip in the war against the whites, 
their sachem. Sagamore Sam, was taken cap- 
tive, carried to Boston, and executed. In the 
same war an engagement happened hi boats 
on a pond in this town, in which the Indians 
lost 36 killed and prisoners. Population 1710. 

Sturbridge lies in the southwest comer of 
the county. The Quineboag River passes 
through the town and affords convenient power 
for several pretty extensive cotton and woollen 
factories, which have recently been built there. 

For what manufactures has Sterling been noted ? What 
is said of the minerals of the town ? What Indian chief 
had his residence here ? What was the fate of his succes- 
sor ? What event in Indian warfare happened in this town? 
Mention tlie population of Sterling ? 

In what part of the county is Sturbridge ? What river 
passes through the town, and how is its water power ap- 
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On the banks of the river are some good inters 
val lands, but the township generally is rough 
and hard to cultivate. Population 1633. 

Sutton formerly embraced Milbury, which 
now bounds it on the north. It was then the 
second town ki population in the county. It 
is still large, though only the sixth in pop- 
ulation. In the northeast part of the town- 
shfp, where the Blackstone River and Canal 
cross it, there is a large manufacturing village, 
in which has been established a bank. Sutton 
is generaUy hilly and uneven though of a good 
soil. It contains excellent granite for building 
purposes. In the southeast part of the town is 
a deep cavern called purgatory, evidently pro- 
duced by some violent concussion of nature. 
Population 2056. 

l^empleton occupies an elevated tract of 
land, which affords great quantities of excel- 
lent pine timber, and for purposes of grazing 
particularly, is very productive. Yellow ochre 
is found in considerable quantities, and iron ore 
is detected in the crevices of the rocks. An 

propriated ? What is said of the land in Sturbridge ? Men- 
tion the p^ulation. 

What was once the size of Sutton, and what is it now f 
In what part of the town is the principal manufacturing vil- 
lage ? What is the surface of tne township ? What excel- 
lent buildinz material does the town contain 7 What natur- 
al curiosity nas Sutton ? What is the population of the 
town ? 

What are the situation and productions of Templeton t 
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excavation ne^trly five feet square has b^n 
discovered extending 57 feet into a solid rock. 
Little is known of it, but it is supposed to have 
been made in search of ore. Population 1331. 
Uxbridge. The level part of this town has 
a light soil suited to the production of grain ; 
the hills around the plain are moist and better 
adapted to grazing and orcharding. There 
are in the town a quarry of stone highly valua- 
ble and easily wrought, and an iron mine from 
which ore has been taken in considerable quan- 
tities. Uxbridge enjoys important advantages 
in being situated for nearly its whole length on 
the line of the Blackstone River and Canal, 
as well as from the water power of West and 
Mumford Rivers, which here join the Black- 
stone. Much attention has been lately given 
to the^ manufacture of woollen cloths. The 
aggregate number of yards turned out from 
the extensive works here in operation, has been 
estimated at about 2500 daily. More re- 
cently the manufacture of woollens has received 
a considerable check and its prosecution has 
been attended with great embarrassment. Pop- 
ulation 1551, but it will probably at the next 
census much exceed that number. 

What minerals are found here 7 What curiosity is there in 
Templeton 7 What is the population ? 

What are the surface and soil of Uxbridge ? What quar- 
ry and mine are foiind here 1 What singular advantages of 
situation has Uxbridge ? What is said of the manufactures 
of the town ? What is the population ? 

K 
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height of land indeed between tlie Connecti- 
cut and Merrimack Rivers, to each of which 
it sends a tributary stream. It is a good 
grazing township with a productive soil, and 
was originally with seven other townships 
granted as a reward for services rendered in 
King Philip's war. Population 1634. 

Winchendon. Manomack Pond, lying part- 
ly in this town and partly in New-Hampshire, 
is the head source of Miller's River. Several 
branches to this stream meet here, and the 
town enjoys valuable water privileges. A 
mineral and medicinal spring in Winchendon 
has long attracted a considerable number of 
visiters. Population 1263. 

Worcester is the oldest incorporated town in 
the county except two, Lancaster and Men- 
don. In its early history the town was once 
abandoned on account of its sufferings and 
dangers from the Indians. The township at 
its incorporation was very large, embracing 
the presept town of Holden and a part of that 
of Ward. Quinsigamond or Long Pond ex- 
tends along the eastern border of the town four 

the township; and for what purpose was it granted to its 
original proprietors ? What is the population of Westmin- 
ster? 

What large pond lies partly in Winchendon ? What 
river has its nead source here ? What is said of the me- 
dicinal spring here ? Mention the population. 

What is said of the antiquity of Worcester ? Of its early 
history ? Of its size at its incorporation ? In what part 
of the town is Quinsigamond or Long Pond ? What mills 
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miles, and separates it from Shrewsbury. Sev- 
eral small streams, on which are situated clo- 
thiers' works, factories for the manufacture of 
cotton and woollen cloth, paper mills, and nu- 
merous other mills for different purposes, unite 
in the town and take the name of Blackstone 
River. On the banks of this river has recent- 
ly been constructed the Blackstone Canal, 
which opens an easy communication for the 
transportation of heavy articles between the 
principal village of Worcester and tide water 
at Providence in the State of Rhode Island. 

At the organization of this county, Worces- 
ter was constituted its shire town ; and has 
long been the chief town in business, wealth, 
and importance. Its growth has been steady 
and healthy though gradual for a series of 
years 5 from the circumstance of its favorable 
situation, at about equal distances from Boston, 
Providence, and Connecticut River ; and from 
its being the centre of a large, populous, and 
thrifty county, and containing its public build- 
ings and the residences of its public officers. 
But the increased facilities of intercourse with 
every part of the country, and especially the 
opening of a water communication with Provi- 
dence by the Blackstone Canal, has given a 
new spring to its business, and not only some- 

and factories are thereSn Worcester ? What river takes 
its name here ? Between what places at its extremities 
4oe8 the Blackstone Canal open a communicatioB t What 

k3 
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what changed, but vastly augmented, the trade 
of the place. The large warehouses and stores 
crowded with every variety of goods for the 
supply of the interior and neighboring towns, 
begin already to give Worcester the appear- 
ance and activity of a city. It contains two 
banks ahd several printing offices. Four news- 
papers are published in the town weekly ; one 
of which is the oldest in the State but one, and 
was first published in Boston ; from whence it 
was removed to Worcester at the breaking out 
of the revolution. 

The principal village of Worcester is built 
chiefly upon one street more than a mile in 
length, and situated in a valley opening to the 
south. It is adorned by several churches, nu- 
merous elegant private dwelling-hbuses, a large 
town-house, and the county court house. A 
krge stone jail and a house of correction built 
of brick, stand a few rods from the main street. 
The hall of the American Antiquarian Society 
is a beautiful building, erected at an expense 
of more than $10,000, and presented to the so- 
ciety by Isaiah Thomas, LL. D. of Worcester, 

is said of the importance of Worcester 1 Of its former 
growth and its causes ? Of its more recent growth and its 
causes ? Of its present appearance and condition ? How 



growth and its causes ? Of its more recent growth and its 
causes ? Of its present appearance and condition ? How 
many banks are there in Worcester ? How many weekly 



newspapers are there published ? What is said of the age 
of one of them in particular ? How is the principal village 
of Worcester built ? What is said of its private and public 
buildings ? By whom was the hall of the American Anti- 
quarian Society erected ? What is said «f the museum 
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one of the founders of the society and an emi- 
nent benefactor. Besides a museum composed 
of an extensive and rare collection of antiquities, 
the society have now in their hall a library of 
8000 volumes of books and pamphlets, illus- 
trating chiefly the early history and condition 
of the country, and its progress to the present 
time. 

In the east part of the town a coal mine has 
been discovered and opened in the side of a 
hill at considerable expense. The quality of 
the coal is found to improve the deeper the ex- 
cavation is made, and expectations are enter- 
tained that it may serve a valuable purpose for 
fuel. The coal bears the price of $S a ton 
at the mine, and though it has been burned in 
a few places, it has not yet been found in so 
pure a state as to bring it into general use even 
in the immediate neighborhood. The popula- 
tion of Worcester at the census in 1820 was 
2962, but it has since probably increased to 
more than 4000. 



Berlin contains 


625 


inhabitants. 


Dana 


664 


M 


Gardner 


911 


»> 


Phillipston " 


916 


» 



and library of the Antiquarian Society 7 What mine has 
been discovered here ? What it said of the quality of the 
coal ? What price b^ the ton does it bear at the mine ? What 
it the population or Worcester ? 
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Southborougli contains 1030 inhabitants. 
Upton " 1088 " 

Ward " 608 

GENERALIZATION. 

Inhabitants^ ^c. Worcester County con- 
tains 54 towns and 73,625 inhabitants, of whom 
477 are colored. It was incorporated in 1731, 
and sends five Senators to the Legislature of 
the State. 

Within a few years many of the people, es- 
peciaUy in the south part of the county, have 
engaged in manufactures, which have thus fur- 
nished employment for much of the capital as 
well as the industry of the county. The mass 
of the inhabitants, however, is still devoted to 
agricultural pursuits, and* in no county in the 
State are the farmers more enterprising^ indus- 
trious, and successful. 

Rivers. Assabet River has its main source 
near the boundary line between Grafton and 
Westborough. Passing through Northborough 
it affords good water privileges, and having re- 
ceived several small tributaries from the latter 
town and Berlin, it becomes a considerable 
stream as it enters Middlesex County, in the 
generalization of which it is more fully de- 
scribed. 

What is the number ol towns in Worcester County 1 
What is the aggregate population of the County ? What 
are the employnrents of the people T 

Describe Assabet River ! 
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Blackstone River has its main source in 
Paxton, but receives its name in the town of 
Worcester, where several of its head branches 
meet. Pursuing a soutlieasterly course, it is 
reinforced by several streams, passes into the 
State of Rhode Island, where it is called Paw- 
tucket or Providence River, again receives 
some tributary waters and empties into Narra- 
ganset Bay. It supplies water power of vast 
importance to the numerous manufacturing es- 
tablishments on its banks both in this state and 
Rhode Island. 

Chickopee River, which rises in Paxton, is 
for a considerable part of its course a sluggish 
stream, bounded by large tracts of meadow 
land; but just before leaving this county it 
changes its character and becomes a violent 
and rapid current. A farther account of it is 
given in the generalization of Hampden Coun- 
French River, which derived its name from 
the old French settlement in Oxford, has its 
two principal sources in Spencer and Paxton. 
In Leicester a brook passes through Burnt 
Coat Pond and falls into the Paxton branch. 

Where has Blackstone River its main source ? What is 
the course of the river 7 What name does it take in the 
State of Rhode Island 1 Where does it empty 7 What is 
said of its water power ? 

Describe Chickopee River in this county. 

Where are the principal sources of French River t De- 
scribe its course. 
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which then after a short course joins the Spen- 
cer branch, and with it receives the name of 
French River. It takes in general a souther- 
ly course, and after furnishing considerable 
water power and receiving several tributaries, 
enters the State of Connecticut, where it unites 
with the Quineboag, also from this county, and 
forms a branch of Thames River, which emp- 
ties into Long Island Sound. 

Mill River rises in a pond, which lies part- 
ly in Milford, partly in Hopkinton, and partly 
in Upton. It flows southwardly, forming the 
boundary for several miles between Milford 
and Upton, and empties into Blackstone River 
in Rhode Island, a short distance from the 
Doundary line of Massachusetts. 

MUler^s River flows southwest across the 
northwest corner oi Worcester County. A 
description of this important stream will be 
found in the account of Franklin County. 

Mulpus River rises in the high lands in 
Fitchburg, Ashby, and Lunenburg, and pass- 
ing eastwardly through the latter town and 
Shirley, enters the Nashua from a third to half 
a mile above the Squanicook. It is a consid- 
erable stream and there are several mills upon 
it near its mouth. 

Where does Mill River rise ? What is its course, and 
where does it empty ? 

Describe Miller's River. 

Where does Mulpus River rise t Where does it emp>' 
ty? 
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Mumford River has its chief sources in two 
ponds, one in Douglas and the other on the 
border of Douglas and Sutton. It runs in a 
very circuitous course through Douglas and 
Northbridge, having in many places broad and 
excellent mtervals upon its banks, and flows in- 
to the Blackstone in Uxbridge. 

JVashua River, The north branch of this 
river has its sources in Westminster and Wa- 
chusett Ponds in Westminster, and furnishes 
very important mill privileges. The south 
branch, forraied in West Boylston by the junc- 
tion of the Quinepoxet from Paxton and Still- 
water River rising in Notbwn, furnishes valua- 
ble water power and meets the north branch 
in Lancaster. The Nashua thence pursues a 
northerly course out of the county, cuts oflT a 
corner of Middlesex^ enters New-Hampshire, 
and after a short distance falls into the Merri- 
mack in the town of Dunstable. It has some- 
times a gentle current, annually inundating and 
fertilizing its broad and beautiful intervals, and 
sometimes it makes a rapid descent, supplying 
abundant water power to the numerous and 
large manufacturing establishments seated on 
its banks. 

Where are the sources of Mumford River 7 What is its 
coarse, and where does it empty ? 

Where does the north branch of Nashua River rise ? 
What rivers unite to form the south branch ? Where do 
the two branches of the Nashua meet 1 What is its course, 
Alid where does it empty ? What is said of the river, and 
of tiie interval lands upon its banks ? 
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Otter River rises in the swamps of West- 
minster, is increased by several tributaries and 
flows in a northwesterly direction to join Mil- 
ler's River. 

Quineboag River rises in Union, in the 
State of Connecticut, and flows in a northerly 
course into Massachusetts, afterwards in a 
southeasterly, and then in a southerly direc- 
tion. Having crossed the southeast corner of 
Hampden County and the southwestern of 
Worcester, it re-enters Connecticut, receives 
French River, unites with the Shetucket to 
form the Thames, and at length Qnds its way 
into Long Island Sound. 

Tully River, Several small streams rising 
in New-Hampshire and running rapidly in a 
southerly direction through fertile meadows, 
unite in Royalston and form Tully River, which 
empties into Miller's River in Athol, and makes 
an important addition to its waters. 

Ware River^ which has been noticed in the 
generalization of Hampshire County, has be- 
sides its head source in Phillipston, several 
small tributary streams in Barre ; it is in this 
county a fine stream, changing every few miles 
from a gentle current to a falling and rapid tor- 
rent. 

Where does Otter River rise ? Where does it empty t 
Describe the rise and course of Quineboag River. 
Where do the branches of Tully River meet? tnto 
what river does it flow ? 
Describe Ware River in this county. 
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West River rises in UptoQ and Grafton, 
and flowing southeasterly forms the boundary 
between Upton and Northbridge. It after- 
wards turns to the south and runs into the 
Blackstone in Uxbridge. 

The rivers of Worcester County, though 
small compared with those of other parts of 
the State, are very numerous. They consti- , 
tute, however, but a part of the whole number 
of streams, which issue from ponds and springs 
and not only serve to irrigate the whole surface 
of the county, but by their rapid currents and 
steep descents, furnish innumerable sites for 
the small mills necessary to the convenience of 
the inhabitants of every town. 

The Blackstone Canal extends from Wor- 
cester to Providence, in the State of Rhode 
Island, a distance of about 40 miles. It is 18 
feet wide at the bottom and 36 at the top of 
the banks, which are 6 feet high ; it is built 
alternately upon both sides of Blackstone Riv- 
er, and for nearly two thirds of its course lies 
within Worcester County. It passes near all 
the great manufacturing establishments in the 

What is the course of West River, and where does it 
empty ? 

What is said of the rivers generally of Worcester Coun- 
ty ? 

What towns are at the extremities of the Blackstone Ca- 
nal 1 What is the distance from one to the other? What 
is the width of the canal ? What part of its course lies 
within Worcester County ? For what is it used ? 
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vaUey of the Blackstone, and afibrds great fa* 
cilities for the transportation of heavy arti- 
cles to and from the head of navigation on 
Providence River. 

Mountains. The only elevation which can 
properly be called a mountain is Wachusett, 
and this has been fully described in the ac^ 
count of Princeton, where it is situated. The 
surface of the county is uneven, and as may 
be inferred from its streams, is elevated above 
that of the surrounding country. A ridge of 
high lands extends through the county from 
northeast to southwest, dividing its waters, and 
sending a part through difierent channels to 
the Connecticut, and a part to the Merrimack, 
while the rivers of its southern section flow 
south into NaiTagansett Bay and Long Island 
Sound. As the streams are generally small so 
the intervals upon their banks are narrow, and 
broken by hills extending even to their mar- 
gins and across their currents. The broadest 
and best interval lands in the county are upon 
the banks of the Nashua. The swells of high- 
land are generally arable, and though harder 
to cultivate than the intervals, yield abundant 
crops of grass, corn and English grain. 

What mountain is there in Worcester County ? What is 
the surface of the county ? In what direction does the 
ridge of high lands pass through the county ? Through 
what riTers do the waters of this county flow to the oaean 7 
What is said of the soil; and the fertility of the land 7 
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Counties. 


Shiretowns. No. of towns. Pop. 


Barnstable, 


Barnstable, 


13 


24,026 


Berkshire, 


Lenox, 


33 


35,720 


Bristol, 


( New-Bedford, 
( Taunton, 


19 


40,908 


Dukes, 


Edgartown, 
C Ipswich, 


3 


3,292 


Essex, 


< Newburyport, 
( Salem, 


26 


74,655 


Franklin, 


Greenfield, 


24 


29,132 


Hampden, 


Springfield, 


18 


28,021 


Hampshire, 


Northampton, 


23 


26,487 


Middlesex, 


C Cambridge, 
( Concord, 


46 


61,472 


Nantucket, 


Nantucket, 


1 


7,266 


Norfolk, 


Dedham, 


22 


36,471 


Plymouth, 


Plymouth, 


21 


38,136 


Suffolk, 


Boston, 


2 


43,940 


Worcester, 


Worcester, 


64 


73,625 


14 


18 


305 


523,287 



General review of the County, 

Draw the shape of Worcester County on a large scale. 
How is ^e county bounded ? Draw Miller's River and its 
branches. Which is OUer River 1 Mark it. Mark TuUy 
River. Draw Nashua River. Mark Stillwater River. 
Which is Quinepoxet ? Draw Mulpus River. Draw the 
head sources of Assabet River. Draw Blackstone River 
and its branches. Which is West River ? Point to Mum- 
ford River. Draw Mill River. Draw French River. Draw 
Quineboag River. Chickopee River. Ware River. Draw 
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The State of Massachusetts, whose capital 
and principal town is Boston, contains about 
7500 square miles. It is divided into 305 
townships, which are generally of an irregular 
shape and equivalent on an average to between 
five and six miles square each. The tow^s 
are formed into 14 counties, which have 18 
shire towns. The whole population of the 
State amounted in 1820 to 523,287, of whom 
6402 were colored. This number of inhabit- 

the course of the Blackstone Canal. Draw any ponds jou 
may recollect. In what town is Wachusett Mountain ? 
Mark it. What is the shire town of Worcester County ? 
Mark it. What towns have academies ? What towns in 
the county have suffered from the Indians ? Which is the 
oldest town in the county ? Marii it. Which way is it 
from Worcester ? What events in Indian warfare happen- 
ed in Lancaster ? What do you recollect of the destruc- 
tion of Brookfield by the Indians ? Relate the circumstan- 
ces of the capture of four boys in Westborough by the In- 
dians. Which are the principal manufactunng towns in 
Worcester County? Mark them. Marl^ the position of 
the high lands running through the county^ WHiere is the 
highest land in the county ? Where is ^ next highest el- 
evation ? Which way is Leicester from Worcester ^ What 
literanr institution at Leicester 1 Which way is Brook- 
field from Worcester 1 Mark Brookfield. Which way is 
Petersham from Worcester H Which way is Leominster 
from Worcester ? For what manufactures is Leominster 
distinguished 7 Where is Rovalston ? Which way is it 
from Ashbumham ? Mark Ashburnham. Mark Mendon. 
Which way is it from Worcester 1 In what part of the 
county is Sturbridge ? Harvard ? Hardwick ? 

What is the capital and principal town of Massachusetts f 
How many square miles does the State contain ? How 
many towns are there in the State t What is their size ? 
How many counties has Massachusetts 7 How many shire 
towns ? What was ^e population in 1820 ? How many 
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ants gives about seventy to a square mile, mak- 
ing Massachusetts the most thickly settled 
State in the Union. The most populous and 
wealthy towns are principally in the eastern 
part of the State ; they became so partly on 
account of their early settlement and partly 
from the treasures yielded by the prolific fish- 
eries and by a foreign commerce, which was 
for a long time extremely lucrative. There 
are two towns containing more than 12,000 in- 
habitants which are both seaports ; twenty with 
a population of over 4000, the greater part of 
which are in counties bordering on the sea- 
board. The growth of the interior towns has 
always been progressive, and is now as rapid 
as that of those on the seacoast. 

The part of the population employed in com- 
merce and the fisheries, and living chiefly in the 
eastern towns, is 13,301. This is by far the 
greatest number engaged in navigation in any 
State of the Union. Manufactures furnish em- 
ployment to no less than 33,464 persons, who 

blacks were there 7 How many inhabitants has Massachu- 
setts to a square mile ? What is said of the denseness of 
the population 7 In what part of the State, are the most 
populous and wealtiiy towns 7 What has made the towns 
in the east part of the State more populous and wealthy 
than others 7 How many towns have more than 12,000 in- 
habitants ? How many have more than 4,000, and whei^ 
are they generally situated 7 What is said of the ^rdwth of 
the interior towns 7 

What part of the population of the State is engaged in 
commerce and the fisheries 7 What is said of it compared 
with that of other States ? How many are employed in 
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are scattered almost all over the State, and 
whose productions consisting chiefly of cotton 
and woollen goods, shoes, iron, and nails, sup- 
ply large demands, not only in Massachusetts 
but also in distant markets. 

Agriculture is still, however, the great busi- 
ness of the people, and 63,460 are devoted to 
it. Though all the counties in the State are to 
some extent interested in this branch of indus- 
try, those in the interior are particularly so. 
Herds of catde and swine, and flocks of sheep, 
are driven from them to the eastern markets ; 
butter and cheese are also sent in great quan- 
tities ; and the farmers carry on an active trade 
with the large towns of the neighboring States, 
Rhode-Island,' Connecticut, and New-York. 
Massachusetts does not raise, however, all the 
agricultural productions consumed in it. The 
principal supply of flour comes from the mid- 
dle states ; and a part of the Indian com, es- 
pecially that which is used on the seaboard", is 
imported from Maryland, New-York, and Vir- 
ginia. 

Education. Each town containing 50 fami- 

manufactures ? What articles are manufactured ? How 
many are engaged in agriculture? In what section of the 
State does the agricultural interest most prevail ? What 
do the interior towns send to the eastern markets of the 
State ? To what other markets do the farmers of Massa- 
chusetts send a^icultural produce ? Whence does Massa- 
chusetts derive its principal supplies of flour } From what 
places do the inhabitants on the seaboard import corn ? 
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lies is required by law to employ a teacher of 
good morals to instruct children in orthogra- 
phy, reading, writing, English grammar, geog- 
raphy, arithmetic, and good behavior, for a 
term of time equivalent to six months, for one 
school in each year. Every town containing 
100 families, is required to employ such teach- 
er or teachers, for a term equivalent to twelve 
months for one school in each year. Every 
town containing 150 families, is required to 
employ such teacher or teachers for a term 
equivalent to 18 months in each year. A town 
with 500 families must employ a teacher or 
teachers equivalent to 24 months in each year ; 
and also a teacher competent to give instruction 
in addition to the above branches, in the history 
of the United States, book keeping by single en- 
try, geometry, surveying, and algebra, equiva- 
lent to ten months in each year. And if a 
town have 4000 inhabitants, it is required to 
provide in addition to the above branches, in- 
struction in the Latin and Greek languages, 
history, rhetoric, and logic, equivalent to 10 
months of each year, exclusive of vacations. 

How long in each year is a town having 50 families re- 
quired by law to support schools ? What branches must 
the instructer be competent to teach ? How long must a 
town of 100 families support schools in each year 7 How 
long if there are 150 families ? What provision for educa- 
tion must a town make which has 500 families ? In what 
additional branches must instruction be provided by those 
towns which have 4000 inhabitants ? How is the expense 
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The schools thus provided for are supported 
by a tax on the polls and property of the towns, 
and are open to all children without expense of 
tuition. The free schools are supported vol- 
untarily by the people nearly twice the term of 
time required by law. 

The incorporated academies of which there 
are nearly fifty in Massachusetts, form an im- 
portant part of the means of popular education. 
These are generally supported in part by pub- 
lic and private donations, and in part by a slight 
tax upon the pupils for tuition. 

The State contains three colleges, a law 
school, two medical schools, and three divinity 
schools, which have been severally noticed in 
the towns where they are situated. 

Besides these permanent means of educa- 
tion, a great number of private seminaries find 
ample support in different parts of the Slate. 
In the universal diffusion of education among 
all classes of people, and in the means of pros- 
ecuting it successfully to all its higher branch- 
es, whether general or professional, the Repub- 
lic of Massachusetts ranks first among the 

of free schools defrayed in Massachusetts ? What is said 
of the extent to which free schools are voluntarily support- 
ed 7 

How many academies are there in Massachusetts ? How 
are they supported 1 

How many colleges has Massachusetts? How many 
law, medical, and divinity schools ? 

What other means of education does the State enjoy t 
What is said of education generally in Massachusetts f 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



6ENBRALIZATION OF THE STATE. 183 

United States and probably stands first in tlie 
world. 

Religion. Government does not interfere 
with religion farther than to subject all proper- 
ty to taxation for its support ; leaving it to the 
pleasure of each individual to pay his tax to 
what denomination or society he chooses. No 
control, of course, is exercised by government 
over religious opinions. Congregationalists 
are much piore numerous than any other sect. 
In 1817 they had 366 congregations ; the Bap- 
tists 91 ; Friends 32 ; Episcopalians 14 ; 
Presbyterians 8 ; and there were a few meth- 
odists and Roman Catholics. 

Government. Every good government con- 
sists of three distinct branches or departments; 
the Legislative, which makes the laws ; the 
Judicial, which interprets and applies them to 
particulai* cases ; and the Executive, which en- 
forces them or exacts the penalties for their 
violation. Generally the more distinct these 
departments are preserved in the constitution 
and usages of a State, the more will the gov- 
ernment conduce to the happiness of the peo- 
ple^ 

How does government support religion ? What is the 
prevailing denomination ? Y^hat other sects are there in 
the State ? 

What are the three branches or departments of a good 
government 7 What is the duty of the Legislative depart* 
ment? What is the du^ of the Judicial department? 
What ii the duty of the Executive ? How is the Legisla- 

l2 

I 
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/ 

The Legislative power of Massachusetts is 
vested in the General Court, which is com- 

S>sed of two branches, the Senate and the 
ouse of Representatives. The latter branch 
is the most numerous and is chosen annually 
by the ballots of the people ; every incorpo- 
rated town having 150 ratable polls being al- 
lowed to choose one representative, and an- 
other for every additional 225 polls. The 
Senate consists of 40 members, who, are chosen 
in April annually by districts. Each county 
generally forms one district, and the number 
of Senators to be chosen by it depends upon 
its aggregate property or the proportion of the 
public taxes which it pays. 

The Judicial power is vested in judges, who 
are nominated and appointed by the Governor 
with the advice and consent of the Council. 
The judges hold their offices during good be- 
havior. They form two bodies, called the 
Supreme and the Circuit Courts. The judi- 
cial courts are held in the shire towns of the 
several counties. 

tive power vetted in Massachusetta ? Which branch of the 
Legislature or General Court is the most numerous 1 How 
are the Representatives chosen ? How many ratable polls 
entitle a town to one representative ? How many polls are 
required to entitle a town to each additional representative? 
Of how many members does the Senate consist, and when 
are they'chosen ? How are the Senators apportioned among 
the districts ? 

How is the Judicial power vested in Massachusetts f 
How are the judges appointed ? How long do they hold 
their offices ? How many bodies do they form, and what 
«re they called 7 Where do they hold their courts ? 
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The Executive power is veeted in the Gov- 
ernor, Lieutenant (Jovemor, and Council, to- 
gether with certain subordinate officers, who 
are appointed by theni. The Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor are chosen annually in 
April by the ballots of the people ; and the 
Council, consisting of nine persons, is chosen 
annually by the joint ballots of the Senate and 
House of Representatives assembled in one 
room. 

Internal' Improvements. The earliest set- 
tlements of Massachusetts, like those of all 
other new countries, were made chiefly with 
reference to the real or supposed fertility of 
the land. These settlements, which were scat- 
tered over the whole face of the country, as 
their mutual wants increased, were connected 
by roads, crooked and rough indeed at first, 
but afterwards improved from time to time as 
the necessities of the public required and their 
abilities allowed. 

The common roads have now become very 
numerous, leading from town to town and vil- 
lage to village, and thus intersecting the whole 

' How is the Executive power vested 1 How are the Gov- 
ernor and Lieutenant Governor chosen ? How is the Coun- 
cil chosen ? 

What generally determines the position of the settle- 
ments in a new country ? How were the early settlements 
of Massachusetts made 7 What is said of their roads and 
the improvements of them ? 

What is said of the common roads at the present time T 
How are the roads and bridged built and supported ? 

l3 
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surface of the State. A tax on the polls and 
property of every town is levied annually to 
keep the roads and bridges within its precincts 
in repair, and to construct such new ones as 
the public convenience may require. 

In addition to the means of intercommuni- 
cation by the common or free roads, are the 
turnpikes^ of which there are in Massachusetts, 
more than one hundred. These owe their 
origin chiefly to the supposed demands of the 
public business between their extremities, with 
comparatively little reference to the conve- 
nience of the inhabitants occupying the inter- 
mediate territory. They are constructed and 
kept in repair by the enterprise of individuals, 
incorporated into companies by the Legisla- 
ture, with the right to erect gates on them, and 
exact from the travellers a toll fixed by the 
act of incorporation. The turnpikes, which 
were multiplied very rapidly a few years since 
in every part of the State, have frequently 
proved a convenience to the public ; but to 
their projectors they have generally been un- 
productive and very frequently ruinous ; the 
tolls gathered from the travellers being too in- 
considerable to keep the roads in repair and 
refund to the owners their Original cost. 

How many turnpikes are there in Massachusetts 7 To 
what do they owe their origin ? By whom are they 'con- 
structed, and how are they kept in repair ? How have the 
turnpikes rewarded their proprietors t 
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The increasing demands for the transporta- 
tion of heavy articles between different and 
distant sections of the State, it has been thought 
by some, would justify the expense of con- 
structing railroads. Accordingly several routes 
have been surveyed and the cost of building 
the roads estimated. The most magnificent 
work of this kind projected in Massachusetts, 
is a road from Bostop through Worcester, 
Springfield, Pittsfield, and Stockbridge, in this 
State, to Canaan in New-York, and thence to 
Albany. It is a distance of nearly 200 miles, 
and it is estimated by its friends that exclusive 
of land and fences, the work would cost when 
completed more than three millions of dollars. 
Another route has been surveyed from Boston 
through Lancaster, Fitchburg, and Northfield, 
to Brattleborough, on Connecticut River, in 
Vermont. The country between Boston and 
Providence has been very carefully examined 
with a view of opening an easier communica- 
tion between the two places by a railroad, and 
the estimated expense amounts to about $650, 
000. A line for a railroad has also been sur- 
veyed from Boston to LoweU ; if one should 
be constructed between these places it would 
undoubtedly divide the transportation of heavy 
articles with the Middlesex Canal. The only 

What new means of internal communication have been 
projected within a few years ? Mention some of the con- 
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railroad of any considerable length construct- 
ed in Massachusetts is at Quincy, and has been 
described in the account of that town. 

The means of internal communication io 
Massachusetts, have been much increased by- 
several canals. The first work of the kind, 
constructed in the United States, was the Mid- 
dlesex Canal, connecting the tide water at 
Boston with the Merrimack River above 
Pawtucket Falls. This opens a water com- 
munication between Boston and the interior of 
^he State of New-Hampshire. 

The Pawtucket Canal in Lowell, enables 
boats to surmount the Pawtucket Falls. The 
Blackstone Canal opens a communication be- 
tween Providence in Rhode Island, and the 
interior of Worcester County. The Hamp^ 
shire and Hampden Canalj now partly x^on- 
structed, wiU when completed extend from 
Northampton to the head of the Farmington 
C^nal on Connecticut State line, and thence to 
New-Haven. Two short, though expensive 
canals, have been built at South Hadley and 



templated railroads 7 What raihoad has been completed 
in Massachusetts ? 

What other means of internal communication has the 
State ? Where was the first important canal in the United 
States constructed 7 Between what places does it open a 
communication ? Where is the Pawtucket Canal ? Be- 
tween what places does the Blackstone Canal extend T 
Wliert i£ (;he Hampshire and Hampden Canal ? What will 
be its extent when completed ? What other canab are 
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Montague, to enable boats to pass the falls of 
Connecticut River at those places. A canal 
has been projected and surveyed by the gov- 
ernment of the United States across Cape Cod 
from Barnstable Bay to Buzzard's Bay. These 
have all been more particularly described in 
tlie several towns and counties in which ihey 
are situated. 

The common roads, the turnpikes, the ca- 
nals, and the navigable rivers of Massachusetts, 
aflFord facilities for internal communication not 
surpassed by those of any State in the Union. 

Mountains. The face of the country in 
Massachusetts is very uneven. Chains and 
groups of hills form a large portion of the whole 
surface, and in the western part of the State 
ihere are several mountainous tracts. The 
ranges of mountains generally extend from 
north to south. The Taghgannuck ridge lies 
along the western line of Massachusetts and 
<livides it from New-York ; it has two princi- 
pal summits. Saddle Mountain, which is 4000 
feet high, and the most elevated land in the 
State ; and another in Mount Washington, call- 

there in Massachusetts ? What canal has been projected 
in the State by the government of the United States ? 
What is said of the means of internal communication in the 
State generally ? 

What is the face of the country in Massachusetts ? In 
what direction do the ridges of mountains generally run ? 
Where is the Taghgannuck ridge ? What are its principal 
summits in Massachusetts ? Vk^hat is the highest mountain 
in the SUte t How high is Saddle Mountain ? Where do 
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ed Taghgannuck Mountain, of considerable 
height. The Green Mountains pass through 
the State between Berkshire and the counties 
on Connecticut River, and have Hoosac Moun- 
tain for their principal summit, which is fouiid 
to be over 2000 feet above the tide water of 
the Connecticut. These two main ridges of 
mountains in the State, though divided by ^ 
broad and deep valley and each of them in- 
tersected by numerous smaller vallies, are con- 
sidered as a continuation of the Green Moun- 
tain chain of Vermont, which is itself but a 
part of a great range of mountains passing 
through the eastern country of the United 
States and called the Alleghanies. The Mount 
Tom range of mountains, whose principal sum- 
mit bears the same name, extends along the 
west bank of Connecticut River. The Lyme 
range, lying on the east bank of the Connecti- 
cut, has Mount Holyoke for one of its greatest 
elevations. Both the Lyme and Mount Tom 
ranges extend in a southerly direction into the 
State of Connecticut almost to Long Island 
Sound. Mount Toby is a considerable eleva- 

the Green Mountains pass through this State 1 What is 
their principal summit 7 How high is Hoosac Mountain ? 
What general remark is made upon the mountains in the 
west part of Massachusetts ? What range of.mountains lie 
on the west bank of Connecticut River 7 What is the pdn- 
cipal summit ? Whai mountains are on the east bank of 
Connecticut River 7 How far do these ranges of moun- 
tains extend t What is said of Mount Toby ? What it 
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tion lying on the east bank of the Connecticut, 
but it stands too distinct to be classed with the 
Lyme ridge, which begins with Mount Holyoke. 

Worcester County contains extensive high 
lands, whose chief, elevation is Wachusett. 
This mountain is 3000 feet above the level of 
the sea, and is the highest land in Massachu- 
setts except Saddle Mountain. East of Wa- 
chusett there are no mountains in the State, 
though the country is generally hilly and un- 
even. In the southeastern counties prevail 
broad, sandy, and unvaried plains. 

Soil, The naturally stubborn and not very 
productive soils of the high and plain lands of 
Massachusetts, are made to yield heavy crops 
of grass, Indian corn, hops, and the English 
grains, by the skilful management of its dili- 
gent cultivators. The interval lands on many 
of the streams are exceedingly fertile, and are 
generally very easy of cultivation, especially 
the farms on the beautiful margins of the Nash- 
ua, and of the Deerfield, Westfield, and Housa- 
tonic Rivers. The best soil in the State is in 
the valley of the Connecticut. It is so rich 
that the favored husbandman is under the ne- 

the principal summit pf the high lands in Worcester Coun- 
ty ? How high is Wp-chusett f What is said of the face of 
the country east of Wachusett Mountain 7 What is the 
flttrface of the southeastern counties ? 

What is said cjf the fertility and productions of «he high 
and plain lands of Maasachusetts ? What interval lantj 
particularly productive ? Where is the best land 
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cessity of applpng but little of that labor and 
care to its cultivation, which are necessary for 
other lands in the State naturally less fertile. 
Agriculture in Massachusetts receives very 
great attention, and a favorable change in the ap- 
pearance of the improvements on the lands may 
be observed by travellers as they come from 
other States into this. The county agricultur- 
al societies and that of the State with their an- 
nual cattle shows, have contributed greatly to 
the improvements introduced within a few 
years in the nxmagement of lands. 

Rivers. The Hoosac and Housatonic^ the 
most westerly streams of Massachusetts, spring 
from the elevated country of the Green and 
Taghgannuck Mountains, and flow in the deep 
and fertile vallies between those opposite ridges, 
the former into Hiidson River and the latter 
into Long Island Sound. From the eastern 
slope of the Green Mountains <;lescend in rapid 
currents, Deerjield and Westjield Rivers^ with 
their numerous tributaries ; in the latter part 
of their course they bec6me le^s rapid, and 
flowing through rich and extensive intervals, 
discharge themselves into the Connecticut. 

State ? What is the condition of agriculture in Massachu- 
setts compared with that of other States ? What has par- 
ticularly tended to improve it within a few years 7 

Where do the Hoosac and Housatonic Kivers take their 
rise t Where do they flow ? 

Give an account of the origin and coarse of Deerfield and 
Westfield Rivers. 
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The Connecticut, the largest and most im- 
portant river of New-England, draws its first 
sources from the mountains of Canada. It 
forms the entire boundary between New- 
Hampshire and Vermont. In this part of its 
course it passes over several falls among which 
Bellows Falls are particularly distinguished, 
waters many broad and fertile meadows in its 
extensive valley, and affords boat and raft nav- 
igation of great importance. Entering Mas- 
sachusetts it receives large additions from the 
copious and important streams which issue and 
come down into its basin from the Green 
Mountains on the west, and the high lands of 
Worcester County on the east. Its course is 
not generally very rapid, but it rushes violently 
over falls of great height, which present some 
striking and beautiful specimens of river scene- 
ry. Its rapids and falls have been rendered 
passable for boats at a great expense by means 
of dams, locks, and canals. Since the recent 
improvements in the navigation of the Con- 
necticut, great quantities of goods and produce 
are transported up and down the river. The 
villey is laid under water every spring to a 

What is said of the size, importance, and sources of the 
Connecticut ? Between what States does it flow ? De- 
scribe this part of its course. What remarks are made upon 
its tributary streams in Massachusetts ? What is saia of 
the rapidity of its course and its falls ? What improve- 
ments have been made in the navigation of the river, and 
what has been their consequence ? Give some account of 
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greater or less extent by the rise of the river. 
The country is also liable to inundation in the 
autumn, as it happened in 1828,when the fences 
and the standing crops of corn were destroyed 
and an imraense loss of property incurred . In the 
State of Connecticut the river passes over En- 
field Falls, now surmounted by a canal. The 
breadth of the Connecticut where it first wash- 
es Vermont, is about 160 feet; 60 miles be- 
low, it is 390 feet ; in Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut, from 450 to 1050. It is passable for 
boats 300 miles, to Barnet in Vermont Be- 
low the head of boat navigation its depth va- 
ries from five to twelve feet. A steam boat 
has ascended it as far ag Bellows Falls ; sloops 
go up to Hartford, fifty miles from its mouth, 
and vessels drawing ten feet of water thirtysix 
miles, to Middletown. After a course of 410 
miles, this beautiful stream empties into Long 
Island Sound. 

Chickopee^ MUler^s^ Suriftj and Ware Riv- 
ersj have their sources in the elevated tracts of 
country lying on the eastern border of the Con^ 
necticut valley. They flow in a westerly or 
southwesterly direction to the Connecticut, and , 
abound with rapids and falls. ^ 

the inundations of the Connecticut. What falls does it 
pass o?er in Connecticut ? What is the breadth of the 
river ? How far is it beatable 7 How deep is it below 
Barnet t Describe the navigation of the river. How long 
is it, and where does it empty ? 

Where are the sources of Chickopee, Miller's, Swift, and 
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French River^ the Slackstone, and MiU 
River, pass to the South into Connecticut and 
Rhode Island, from the high lands of Worces- 
ter County, as does also the Quineboag, which 
however, rises in Connecticut. 

The head branches of the JVashfia also 
spring from the Worcester ridge, the prolific 
source of a multitude of streams. The Nash- 
ua, after the union of its branches, runs to the 
northeast to join the Merrimack, as do also the 
^ssabet and Sudbury Rivers, which meet and 
form Concord River, and have their sources 
in the high region on the borders of Worcester 
and Middlesex Counties. 

The head springs of Charles River are in 
the vicinity of those of Sudbury River. It 
flows generally in a northeasterly direction, 
and empties into Boston harbor. It is naviga- 
ble three miles, to Cambridge, and passable 
by boats to Watertown. 

The high grounds on the southern line of 

Ware Rivers ? What is their course, and with what do they 
abound ? — 

Where do French River, the Blackstone, Mill River, and 
the Quineboag take their rise, and where do they flow ? 

In what ridge do the head branches of the Nashua rise, 
and what is said of it ? What is the course of the Nashua, 
Assabet, and Sudbury Rivers 1 What river do the two last 
form at their junction, and where are their sources ? 

Where are the head springs of Charles River t What 
is the course of Charles River, and how far is it navi- 
gable and passable for boats ? 

What rivers have their sources in the high groun ds on 
the borders of Norfolk and Plymouth Couoties ? 
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Norfolk and the northern line of Plymouth 
Counties, supply the sources of the JVeponset 
from one slope ; those of JVorth River, from 
another, and those of Taunton River from a 
third. The latter is navigable 20 miles to 
Taunton. 

The hills in the east of Middlesex County 
give rise to the Shawshine, which runs north- 
easterly into the Merrimack, to Ipswich River, 
which passes to the ocean in an easterly course, 
and is navigable three miles to Ipswich, and to 
the Mystic which flows in a southerly direc- 
tion to Boston harbor, and is navigable to 
Medford. 

Merrimack River rises in New-Hampshire. 
It is formed of two principal branches, one the 
Pemigewasset, having its source near the notch 
of the white mountains ; the other, the Winne- 
pisiogee, which issues from the lake of the 
same name. In New-Hampshire it flows in a 
southerly direction, receiving many important 
streams, principally on the western side, and 
descendjs several falls, which have been sur- 
mounted by locks and canals. In Massachu- 
setts its course is generally to the northeast, 
and it passes over Wickasee, Pawtucket, and 

What rivers spring from the hills in the east of Middle- 
sex County, and what are their courses ? 

Where does Merrimack River rise ? How is it formed, 
and where do its branches have their sources ? Describe 
its course in New-Hampshlle. Describe its coarse in Mas- 
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Hunt's FaDs, of which the two former have 
been rendered passable for boats and rafts. 
The Merrimack has a course of about 200 
miles and meets the tide at Haverhill, in Es- 
sex County, 1 5 miles from its mouth. It is 
navigable to Haveihill, and boatable excepting 
the ascent at Hunt's Falls, for a conaderable 
distance into New-Hampshire. The width of 
the river varies from 50 to 120 rods, and its 
mouth is a beautiful sheet of water half a mile 
wide. The Merrimack is a noble stream, but 
descends with much greater rapidity to the 
ocean, and has less extensive intervals and less 
beautiful scenery than the Connecticut. 

The multitude of streams in this State, 
though but few of them are navigable, are of 
incalculable value to agriculture and manufac- 
tures in abundantly watering the lands and 
supplying inexhaustible water power. 

History. In 1497, only five years after the 
discovery of the New World by Columbus, 
John Cabot with two English vessels, sailed 
along the coast of North America. During 
the next 120 years, many voyages were made 
to the shores of New-England, as well as sev- 

sachusetta. How long is its course, and where does it meet 
the tide ? How far is the Merrimack navigable ? What is 
said ol its boat navigation ? What is the width of the Mer- 
rimack ? How is it compared with the Connecticut ? 

What is said generally of the streams of Massachusetts ? 

When and by whom was North America discovered? 
What is said of the first attempts to make settlements in 
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eral unsuccessful attempts for the permanent 
settlement of the country. This was at length 
effected by 101 of the Puritans, who had left 
England a few years before on account of re- 
ligious persecution, and resided in Holland. 
With the hope of enjoying more perfect and 
permanent religious freedon\ they embarked 
for Hudson River ; but their captain was hired 
by the Dutch, who wished to make a settle- 
ment on that river themselves, to disappoint 
them, and he accordingly carried them to 
Cape Cod. They landed at Plymouth the 
22d December 1620, and there laid the foun- 
dation of the Plymouth Colony. 

The first permanent settlement in the Mas- 
sachusetts Colony, was made at Salem, eight 
years afterwards. Other settlements succeed- 
ed at Charlestown, Dorchester, Watertown, 
and Boston, all within about two years. Spring- 
field, on Connecticut River, was settled in 
1636 5 and Lancaster, Worcester County, in 
1643. The first settlers of this colony also 
came from England. 

The English found the country very thinly 

New-England 7 By whom was the first permanent settle- 
ment of New-England made 1 What induced the Puritans 
to come to this country ? Where did they intend to make 
their settlement 7 What led to their disappointment t 
Where did they land 1 

Where was the first settlement of the Massachusetts 
Colony made 1 What other places in this colony were ear- 
ly settled ? Where did the early settlers of this colony 
come from ? By whom was the country inhabited when 
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peopled ; the savages having been destroyed 
in great numbers by a recent pestilence. They 
generally bouglit the lands of the natives, at a 
small price indeed, but such as the Indians 
considered at the time a fair one. 

In 1637, the colonies of Massachusetts and 
Connecticut waged war upon the I^equod In- 
dians, who lived in the eastern part of Con- 
necticut. The English were entirely success- 
ful ; 700 of the savages were destroyed in the 
course of the summer, and the race and name 
of the once powerful Pequods became utterly 
extinct. 

Hostilities began in 1675 between the New- 
England colonists and King Philip, who insti- 
gated the tribes of savages in their vicinity, 
numbering it is supposed 3000 warriors, to at- 
tack and destroy the spreading settlements of 
the whites. The event of this short but de- 
structive war was decided by the death of 
Philip in a little more than a year from its 
commencement. About 600 of the inhabit- 
ants of New-England, constituting the flower 
and strength of the country fell by the hands 

the English arrived ? How did they obtain land of the In- 
dians? 

When did the war with the Pequod Indians break out f 
Where did the Pequods live ? What was the result of the 
war? 

When did King Philip's Indian war begin ? How many 
warriors were the Indians supposed to have ? How long 
did this war continue^ and what was the fate of Philio ? 
Hqw many white people were killed ? How many build- 

M 
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of the enemy, and nearly two thirds of the 87 
settlements then made, suffered by their de- 
predations ; 600 buildings and 12 or 13 towns 
were consumed with fire, and a heavy debt 
was contracted by die colonies. The war ter- 
minated with the entire conquest and almost 
total extinction of the hostile savages. 

The government of Massachusetts has re- 
peatedly included that of New-Hampshire, as 
it also extended over the present State of 
Maine for about 130 years. In 1741 New- 
Hampshire was finally constituted a separate 
government, and in 18:20 Maine became an in- 
dependent State. Plymouth Colony, com- 
prising the three counties of Barnstable, Bris- 
tol, and Plymouth, and a part of Rhode-Island, 
had for nearly 70 years its own individual gov- 
ernment, but has been united with Massachu- 
setts since 1692. 

In 1703 began the war between the New- 
England Colonies and the eastern Indians, 
supported by the French. In this w^r, which 
continued about ten years, the ravages of the 
Indians fell principally upon New-Hampshire 

ings and towns were destroyed by the Indians ? What was 
the result of the war ? 

What states were once under the jurisdiction of Massa- 
chusetts ? When was New- Hampshire constituted a sepa- 
• rate government ? When did Maine become an Indepen- 
dent State ? How long had the Plymouth Colony a sepa- 
rate government 1 When was it united with Massachu- 
setts ? 

What war began in the year 1703 ? How long did this 
war continue, and who were the greatest sufferers by it ? 
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and Maine. Hostilities between the same parties 
broke out again in 1722 and terminated in 1725. 
The capture of the French fortress and 
town of Louisburg, on the island of Cape Bre- 
ton distinguished the year 1745, during a war 
between the English and French. Tliis for- 
tification, which was considered impregnable, 
being surrounded by an immense stone ram- 
part and a broad ditch, and mounted with 65 
cannon and 16 mortars, surrendered to a Brit- 
ish naval force and to the combined troops of 
Connecticut, New-Hampshire, and Massachu- 
setts, chiefly of the last. 

^ In 1765 the Stamp Act was passed in the 
British Parliament. This produced a great 
excitement in Massachusetts and the other 
colonies, and it was repealed the next year. 
In 1767 taxes were again laid by England, 
the mother country, in the shape of duties on 
imported paper, tea, colors, and glass. From 
that time alarms in the community, interrup- 
tions in business, and contentions between the 
officers appointed by the British government 
on the one part, and the legislative bodies of 

What other war broke out soon after, and how long did it 
continue t 

How was the year 1745 distinguished ? Give some ac- 
count of the fortress of Louisburg and of the forces to 
which it surrendered. 

In what year did the Stamp Act pass the British Parlia- 
ment ? What was its effect, and when was it repealed ? 
What articles were taxed in 1767 ? What events succeed- 

m2 
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the coloDies and private citizens on the other, 
continued without ceasing till the revolution. 
The war broke out in Massachusetts in 1 776, and 
this State was for almost a year the seat of hostil- 
ities, which consumed its wealth and destroyed 
the lives of many of its citizens. In^the cheer- 
ful sacrifices and sufierings of Massachusetts, 
however, the neighboring States took an ac- 
tive and generous part. After bearing with 
firmness the first onset of the war, when it had 
passed out of the State, and during its contin- 
uance, Massachusetts was called upon by Con- 
gress for far the heaviest contributions of any 
of the colonies except Virginia, for its support. 
The year 1786 is memorable for Shays* 
alarming insurrection, caused chiefly by the 
oppressive debts contracted during the war 
by individuals and corporations throughout the 
Stale and by the State itself. After the insur- 
gents had held conventions, interrupted the 
proceedings of the courts of justice in several 
counties and collected a considerable armed 
force, and thus greatly alarmed the govern- 
ment and agitated the community, they were 
at length entirely put down and dispersed by 

ed from that time till the revolution ? Where did the war 
break out 7 How long was this State the seat of hostilities, 
and what were their effects 1 What was the conduct of the 
neighboring States ? What part did Massachusetts take in 
tiie war after it had passed out of the State T 

When did Shays' Insurrection take place, and by what 
was it caused ? Describe the proceeoings of the insur* 
gents and the final result of the rebellion. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



GENERALIZATION OF THE STATE. 203 

the Slate troops under General Shepard and 
General Lincoln. 

In 1807 an embargo was laid on all Ameri- 
can vessels. After the repeal of the embargo 
law other commercial restrictions succeeded 
till the year 1812. As no State in the Union 
enjoyed so much as Massachusetts, the ad- 
vantages of the prosperous commerce which 
preceded the embargo, so probably none suf- 
fered so muck Irom the consequences of that 
measure, of those that succeeded it, and of the 
war which followed them up. This war with 
Great Britain began in 1812. It was unpopu- 
lar with a majority of the people of Massachu- 
setts. The authorities of the State refused to 
put its troops at the disposal of the general 
government. Still, great efforts were made by 
the State in its own defence against the com- 
mon enemy. The war lasted about three years, 
since which time, commerce has to a consid- 
erable extent revived. The State now enjoys 
a rank among the foremost in the Union in 
manufactures, commerce, and agriculture ; in 
literature and the useful and elegant arts. 

What happened in 1807? What followed the repeal of 
the embargo law ? What were the effects of the embargo, 
of the restrictions succeeding it, and of the war, upon the 
commercial prosperity of Massachusetts ? When did the 
war with Great Britain begin ? How was it regarded by 
the people of Massachusetts ? What step was taken by the 
State governmont ? What was done by the State during 
the war? How has commerce prospered since the war? 
What rank does Massachusetts now hold among the States 
of the Union ? m3 
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The following towns with their respective popula- 
tions, should have been inserted immediately be- 
fore the generalization of the several counties to 
which they belong. 

BARNSTABLE COUNTY. 



Brewster 


contains 


1285 


inhabitants. 


Chatham 


» 


1630 


» 


Eastham 


>« 


766 


n 


Harwich 


»> 

>« 


1980 


n 


Orleans 


n 


1348 


n 


Truro 


» 


1241 


» 


Wellfleet 


i> 


1472 


» 



BERKSHIRE COUNTY. 



Alford 


contains 


570 inhabitants. 


Becket 


» 


984 


Clarksburg 


» 


274 »' 


Dalton 


» 


817 " 


Egrempnt 


n 


865 '' 


Florida 


>9 


431 


Gore, uni 


Dcorporated, 


92 


Hinsdale 


n 


822 


Monroe has been incorporated since the census. 


New Ashford 


contains 


358 inhabitants. 


New Marlboro' " 


1668 " 


Otis 


1) 


981 


Peru 


M 


748 


Richmond 


M 


923 


Sandisfield 


M 


1646 " 


Savoy 


»> 


852 
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Tyringhara contains 
Washington " 
Windsor " 
Zciar '* 


1443 
750 

1085 
150 


inhabitants. 




BRISTOL 


COUNTY. 




Berkley 

Dighton 

IPieetown 

Mfnsfield 

^«aierset 


contains 


1060 
1653 
1863 
1222 
1116 


inhabitants. 



ESSEX COUNTY. 

Bmerly originally belonged to Salem, with which 
at is nonnected by a bridge 1500 feet long. It has 
'iconsiilerable commerce, and a number oi its sea- 
^men fail on foreign voyages from other ports. Ma- 
riny of the inhabitants engage in mechanical era- 
rploynents, and a considerable portion in agricul- 
zture. Beverly has, however, been raost noted as 
takinf an active and important part in the cod fish- 
«ery ; \ contains a bank and 428i3 inhabitants. 



Borford 


contains 


906 


inhabitants. 


Hafilion 


j> 


802 


» 


Lywi 


» 


4515 


»> 


Lynnfield 


» 


596 


»» 


Maichestcr 


5> 


1201 


»> 


Aliciileton 


» 


596 


>» 


Saiifus 


99 


500 


>» 


We«ham 


»> 


572 


n 
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FRANKLIN COUNTY. 



Bernardston 


coQtains 


912 


inhabittintSp 


Buckland 


» 


1037 


99 


Heath 


w 


1122 


99 


Leyden 


99 


674 


99 


Oraoge 


99 


829 


99 


Rowe 


99 


851 


99 


Shutesbary 


99 


1026 


99 


Wendell 


99 


958 


99 


Whately 


99 


1076 


9f 



MIDDLESEX COUNTY. 
Pepperell contains 1439 inhabiUnts*. 
Sherburne " 811 " 

Stoneham " 615 ''' 



General review of the Stccte, 

Draw the shape of Massachusetts on a large scale. How 
is it bounded on the north 7 East ? South ? West 7 -Draw 
the island of Nantucket Martha's Vineyard. The Eliza- 
beth Islands. 

Into how many counties is the State divided 7 Namo 
them. In what part of the State is Berkshire County t 
Draw the line separating it from the other counties of tne 
State. How is Berkshire bounded on the north 7 East f 
South 7 West 7 

Draw Franklin County. How is it bounded on thetnorthf 
East? South 7 West? | 

Draw Hampshire County. How is it bounded m the 
north 7 East 7 South 7 West? i 

Draw Hampden County. How is it bounded on the,* north? 
East 7 South 7 West 7 

Draw Worcester County. How is it bounded loa tii« 
north ? East 7 South 7 West f 
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Draw Middlesex County. How is it bounded on the 
north T East ? South ? West ? 

Draw Essex County. In what part of the State is it ? How 
is it bounded on the north ? East ? South ? West ? 

Draw Suffolk County. Draw the islands that belong to 
Suffolk County. In what part of the State is Suffolk Coun- 
ty? 

Draw Norfolk County. How is it bounded on the north 7 
East ? South ? West ? 

Draw Bristol County. How is it bounded on the north 7 
East 7 South ? West 7 

Dk-aw Plymouth County. How is it bounded on the north? 
East 7 South ? West 7 

In what part of the State is Barnstable County 7 How is 
the county bounded on the north 7 East 7 South ? West 7 

How are Dukes County and Nantucket situated 7 Which 
way from the main land of Barnstable County 7 From Bos- 
ton 7 

Name the principal ridges of mountains in Massachu- 
setts. Where are the Green and Taghgannuck ranges 7 
What arc the principal summits of the Taghgannuck range 
in Massachusetts ? Mark their position, and name the 
towns in which they are situated. How high is Saddle 
Mountain 7 

Point out on your drawing the position of the Green 
Mountains in Massachusetts. What mountain constitutes 
the principal summit of this range ? Mark its position 7 
How high is Hoosac Mountain 7 

Where is Mount Tom ? To what chain of mountains 
does it belong 7 Mark the position of Mount Toby. What 
natural curiosity does Mount Toby contain ? Mark the po- 
sition of Mount Holyoke. To what range of mountains 
does this mountain belong 7 

Where is Wachusett Mountain 7 Mark its place on your 
drawing. How high is it 7 What hills are there along the 
eastern coast of Massachusetts 7 Mark them 7 What is 
the general surface of the State ? What parts are most 
mountainous, and what parts are most level 7 

What are the principal rivers of Massachusetts ? Which 
is the largest river in the State 7 Draw Connecticut river 
as it passes through this State. What falls are on the Con- 
necticut in Massachusetts 7 Mark them. How are these 
falls rendered passable for boats 7 

What is the ouality of the land in the valley of the Con- 
necticut ? Mark the position of the principal towns you 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



208 f^SOGEAPtfY OF MASSACRUSBTTB, 

would pafls in going up Connecticut River in MasMchu* 
setts ? For what are the several towns you have mention- 
ed particularly distin^ished ? 

What rivers flow into the Connecticut from the west t 
Draw Deerfield River and its tributaries. What are the 
names of its tributaries ? What mills and manufactories are 
there on any of the streams emptying into Deerfield River ? 

[Remark. If the places of the falls, mills, and factories on 
^ a river are not recollected by the pupil when he is engag- 
ed in the general review of the State, let him observe on 
the map through what towns the river passes, and refer to 
the accounts of those towns in his geography.] 

What falls are there on Deerfield River t Mark their 
pla^ on the river. In what town does Deerfield River 
empty into the Connecticut ? What is the quality of the 
land on Deerfield River ? 

Draw Manhan River. In what town does it empty into 
the Connecticut ? 

Draw Westfield River and its branches. Which is calU 
ed Little Westfield River 7 What mills and factories are 
there on Westfield River and its branches 7 Mark their 
places on your drawing. 

What canals are there in the valley of Connecticut Riv* 
er? Draw Montague Canal. Draw the canal at South 
Hadley. Draw the Hsunpshire and Hampden Canal. With 
what canal in the State of Connecticut does the Hampshire 
and Hampden Canal communicate? 

What rivers flow into the Connecticut from the east f 
Draw Miller's River and its branches. What are the names 
of the different branches 1 Mark them. What mills and 
factories are there on Miller's River and its branches f 
Mark their places. Where does Miller's River empty inte 
the Connecticut 1 

Draw Chickopee River and its branches. What are the 
names of the principal branches of Chickopee River? 
Mark them. Wliat mills and factories are there on Swift 
^iver ? Mark their places. What mills and factories are 
there on Ware River? Mark their places. Where do 
Swifl and Ware Rivers empty into the Chickopee ? What 
mills and factories are there on Chickopee River ? Mark 
their places. In what town does Chickopee River empty 
into tne Connecticut ? 

Draw Hoosac River. Where do its principal branehes in 
Massaohttsetts meet f What falls and natural curioaitiei 
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ate there on this river t What mills and factories 1 Mark 
their places. Where does Hoosac River leave Massa- 
chusetts 7 Into what river does it empty T 

Draw the Housatonic River. Through what States does 
this river flow^ and where does it empty ? What is the 
quality of ihe soil in Massachusetts in the valley of the 
tioasatonic 7 What are some of the principal towns on 
this river 7 Mark the places of the several towns you have 
named. In what town do the principal sources of the Hou- 
satonic meet 7 What mills and factories are there on this 
river 7 Mark their places. 

What rivers flow south from Worcester Coun^ into Con- 
necticut and Rhode Island. Draw the Quineboag and 
French Rivers. In what State do they unite^ and where do 
they empty 7 What mills and factories are there upon 
them in Massachusetts 7 Mark their places. Draw Black- 
Btone River and its tributaries. Into what State does it 
flow from Massachusetts, and where does it empty 7 

Draw the Blackstone Canal. What towns are situated at 
the extremities of this canal 7 What mills and factories 
are there upon the Blackstone 7 Mark their places. 

Draw the Merrimack as it passes through Massachusetts. 
What falls on the MerrimacK are there in Massachusetts 7 
Mark them. How far is the Merrimack navigable 7 How 
are the Pawtucket Falls surmounted by boats 7 Draw the 
Pawtucket Canal. What mills and factories are there on 
the Merrimftck in Massachusetts ? Mark their places. 
What town lies at the mouth of the Merrimack ? What 
town stands at the head of navigation on it 7 

Draw the rivers which flow into the Merrimack in Massa- 
chusetts from the north. What are their names 7 What 
falls and factories are there on Powow River 7 Mark their 

S laces. In what town does Spicket River empty into the 
f errimack 7 What factories are on this river 7 Which is 
Beaver River? Mark Little River. 

What rivers flow into the Merrimack from the South. 
Draw Nashua River ^d its branches. Mark the branch 
called Squanicook ? What mills and factories are there 
upon it 7 Mark their places, and name the towns in which 
they are situated. Mark Mulpus River. In what town does 
it empty into the Nashua ? 

In what town do the main branches of the Nashua meeCf 
What mills and factories are there on the Nashua and ita 
blanches 7 Mark their places, atid name the towns in 
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which they are situated. Where does the Nashua empty 
into the Merrimack ? 

Draw Concord River and its branches. Which is the As- 
sabet T What is the east branch called ? In what town 
do the branches meet ? What mills and factories are ther^ 
upon Concord River and its branches ? Mark their places, 
and name the towns in which they are situated. In what 
town does Concord River empty into the Merrimack ? 

Draw Shawshine River. In what town does it empty in- 
to the Merrimack ? 

Draw Ipswich River. Where does it empty t How far 
is it navigable ? 

Draw Saugus River. Draw Mystic River. How far is it 
navigable 7 

Qraw the Middlesex Canal. What towns are situated at 
its extremities? 

Draw Charles River and its branches. Where does it 
empty, and how far is it navigable ? What falls are there 
upon Charles River ? Mark their place. What mills and 
factories are there upon this river 7 Mark their places, and 
name the towns in which they are situated. 

Draw Neponset River and its branches. Mark Mother 
Brook. What is their peculiar in the source of this brook ? 
What mills and factories are there upon Neponset River 
and its branches 1 Mark their places, and name the town» 
in which they are situated ? Where does the Neponset 
empty, and how far is it navigable ? 

Draw Taunton River and its branches. How far is this 
river navigable 1 What town stands at the head of its nav- 
igation ? What mills and factories are there upon Taunton 
River and its branches. Mark their places, and name the 
towns in which they are situated. 

Draw We wean tic River. Where does it empty ? 

Draw the proposed canal from Barnstable Bay to Buz- 
zard's Bay. Mark Buzzard's Bay. Mark Buttermilk Bay, 

What are the principal capes on the coast of Massachu- 
setts ? Mark Cape Ann. Cape Co^ Cape Malabar. 

Where is Salem harbor ? Bost JF harbor ? Plymouth 
harbor ? Barnstable harbor 7 Wellfleet harbor ? Cape 
Cod harbor ?• Holmes' Hole ? 

What is the capital of the State ? Where do the General 
Court meet ? Name some of the most commercial towns 
in Massachusetts. What towns are particularly engaged in 
the cod and mackerel fisheries ? What towns are particu- 
larly engaged in the whale fishery ? 
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What two counties in Massachusetts are surrounded by 
water 7 Mark them. Which are the three smallest coun- 
ties in territory ? Point to them on your drawing. Which 
county has the most people in proportion to its size 7 
Which county is the largest in territory 7 Point to it on 
your drawing. Which county has the largest population ? 
Point UTit. 

What are those towns called in which the Judicial Courts 
are held 7 What are the shiretowns of £ssex County 7 
Mark them. Which is the largest town in Essex County. 

What is the shiretown of Suffolk CounJ^ 7 Mark its 
place. What is the shiretown of Barnstable CTounty 7 Mark 
It. What are the shiretowns of Middlesex County 7 Mark 
them. What are the shiretowns of Bristol County 7 Mark 
them. What is the shiretown of Berkshire County 7 MarK 
it. What is the shiretown of Dukes County 7 Mark it. 
What is the shiretown of Worcester County 7 Mark it. 
What is the shiretown of Plymouth County 7 Mark it. 
What is the shiretown of Hampshire County ? Mark it. 
What is the shiretown of Hampden County 7 Mark it. 
What is the shiretown of Norfolk County 7 Mark it. What 
is the shiretown of Franklin Coun^ 7 Mark it. What is 
the shiretown of Nantucket County f Mark it. 

In what part of the Stato are the most populous towns 7 
How many towns in the State have over 12,000 people ? 
Name them. Name some of the other large towns in the 
eastern part of Massachusetts, and mark their places as you 
name them. Name some ef the large towns in the interior 
and western parts of the State, and mark them as you name 
them. 

Which way from Boston is Worcester 7 Concord ? 
Greenfield 7 Nojfthampton 7 Taunton? Springfield 7 
Lenox 7 Newburyport 7 Plymouth ? Barnstable f Ed- 
gartown 7 Nantucket 7 

What towns in Massachusetts are most distinguished for 
the manufacture of cotton and woollen goods 7 What towns 
are most distinguished for the manufacture of shoes 7 Pa- 
per 7 Nails ? In what towns is salt extensively manufac- 
tured from sea water 7 

What parts of the State are most engaged in agriculture? 
Where are the most fertile lands in Massachusetts 7 What 
are the chief agricultural products of the State 7 To what 
market are the herds of fat cattle and flocks of sheep chiefly 
sent from the interior and western counties of the State 7 
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To what markets out of Massachusetts do the people in the 
western counties send agricultural produce ? 

In what county are found quarries of marble 1 To what 
market is the marble sent ? In what parts of the State are 
iron mines and iron ore found ? What places are distin- 
guished for their quarries of granite ? Mark them. What 
roineraf springs are there in Massachusetts ? Maric^thera. 

How many colleges are there in Massachusetts ? In 
what parts of the State are they situated ? Mark their pla- 
ces on your drawing 1 Which is the oldest and largest in- 
stitution ? What diyinity schools are there in the State ? 
Mark their places. What medical schools ? Where are 
their courses of lectures delivered ? Point to those places 
ep your drawing. What law school is there in Massachu- 
setts ? 

How many academies are there in the State ? Mark the 
places of as many as you can recollect, and name the towns 
as you mark them. What other means ol education have 
the people of Massachusetts ? 

How are the free schools supported ? What rank has 
Massachusetts among the other States of the Union in its 
means of education ? 

How are the common roads built and supported in Massa- 
chusetts ? By whom are the turnpikes built, and how are 
they supported ? What railroads have been projected in 
Massachusetts 7 Show on your drawing through what pla- 
ces they will pass if built as proposed. 

What town was first settled in Massachusetts ? Mark it. 
What towns were next settled 1 Mark them What towns 
were earliest settled in the interior of the State 7 Mark 
them. What race of men inhabited Massachusetts when 
white people began to make settlements in it ? What was 
the disposition of the Indians towards the white people ? 
What great Indian warrior excited the savages to murder 
the white people, and burn their houses ? What became 
of King Philip ? What towns in Massachusettts suffered 
from Indian hostilities ? Mark the several towns, and re- 
late any circumstances you may recollect of their sufferingrs 
from the Indians. Are there any Indians in Massachusetts 
BOW ? Mark the places where they are. 
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Miscellaneous Questions to he answered from 
the Map. 

What is the length of the western boandary lino of Mas- 
sachusetts ? 

[Rtmark, To answer this and all similar questions, let the 
pupil take the distance on the map with a pair of dividers, 
or with a strinff or a narrow strip of paper and apply it to 
the scale of miles.] 

What is the distance from Cape Cod to Cape Ann ? What 
is the distance from Boston to Worcester? How long is 
the State measuring firom Cape Ann to its northwest cor- 
ner? How wide is the State measuring across Worcester 
County? How far is it from Barnstaole to Nantucket? 
How nu* is it from Boston to Newburyport ? How far is it 
from Newburyport to Andover ? How far from Salem to 
Lowell? How far from Boston to Pittsfield? To North- 
ampton? To Taunton? To Plymouth? To Concord? 
To Spriilgfield ? 

[Remark. The teacher may vary or extend these questions 
at his discretion.] 

Is the State of Massachusetts in north or south latitude 1 
Between what decrees of north latitude is it ? In what lati- 
tude is Wei Ifleetf 

[Remark. Trace the line which passes through Wellfleet 
across the map to the sides and see what fisures are upon 
it. This line is called a parallel of latitude, and the fig- 
ures at its ends denote the latitude of all the places 
through which it passes.] 

In what latitude is Worcester? 

[Remark. Take the distance with a pair of dividers or a 
slip of paper from Worcester to the nearest point in the 
parallel or latitude which passes through Wellfleet. Put 
one point of the dividers on the end of the parallel 
where it is marked 4^o, and let the other extend upward 
on the margin of the map, and it will point to the latitude 
of Worcester.] 
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In what latitude is Salem 7 In what latitude is Pittsfield ? 
In what latitude is Greenfield ? In what latitude is Boston? 
Cape Ann ? Cape Cod 1 Andover ? Lancaster ? Spring- 
field ? Northampton ? Wachusett Mountain ? In what 
latitude is Nantucket? New- Bedford? Barnstable? Ed- 
gartown ? Cape Malabar ? Scargo Hill ? 

Is the State of Massachusetts in east or west longitude ? 
Between what degrees of longitude does it lie ? What is 
the longitude of Chelsea ? 

{Remark. Trace the line passing tbrouwh the town from 
the top to the bottom of the map. The line is called a 
meridian, and at its ends are tne figures denoting the 
longitude of all places through which it passes.] 

What is the longitude of Wellfleet ? What is the longi- 
tude of Charlton, Spencer, and Hubbardston ? What places 
in Massachusetts are in 73o west longitude ? What is the 
longitude of Worcester 1 

[Remark. Place a rule upon the map so as to bring the 
town and the same figures at the top and bottom to its 
straight edge, and the figures will denote th0 longitude of 
the place in degrees and minutes.] 

What is the longitude of Newburyport ? What is the 
longitude of Cape Cod ? What is the longitude of Spring- 
field? Plymouth? Barnstable? Taunton? Greenfield? 
Northampton? Lenox ? Concord ? Dedham ? 

In what latitude and long'lude is Boston ? In what lati- 
tude and longitude is Lowell ? In what latitude and longi- 
tude is Pittsheld ? In what latitude and long.tude is Salemf 
Dedham 1 Plymouth ? New-Bedford ? Nantucket ? 

IRemark. Questions relating to the latitude and longitude 
of places may be varied and multiplied at the discretion * 
of the teacher.] 



i 
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DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS OF TERMS 
AS USED IN THIS BOOK. 

Abandoned. Left with no intention of l 3turningf to it. 

Abutments. Banks of earth, timber, or stone, built at the 
the ends of a bridge to support them. 

AccUvities. Ascents. 

Adjacent. Lying next or near to. 

Adults. People grown u^. 

Aggregate. The mass formed by the union of several 
things of the same kinu. *} 'le aggregate population of a 
county is the population i* t e several towns added to- 
gether. 

Agricultural. Connected with the tilling of the ground 5 
an agricuUural town is one in whi li the people are farm- 
ers. 

Agriculture. The tilling or cultivation of the ground. 

Almshouse. A building provided by a town for those poor 
people to live in whom it maintains. 

AUematelv. By turns. 

Ambusc€Uie. A dangerous situation into which enemies arc 
drawn by false appearances that they may be attacked to 
greater advantage. 

Anniversary. Happening at the same time every year. 

Anticipated. Thought of before or expected. 

Antiquities. Very old and, therefore, curious things. 

Apparatus. A collection of curious and useful instruments 
to explain the principles of any science. 

Appropriate. Suitable, fit, proper. 

Appropriated. Used for, or set apart for. 

Appurtenances. Things belonging to something else 3 the 
^(lils and rig^ngare appurtenances of a ship. 

Aqueduct. An artificial passage to convey water in. 

Arable. Suitable for ploughing. 

Architecture. The art of building. Naval architecture if 
the art of building ships. 

Armo-ry. A place where guns and other weapons of war 
are made or preserved. 

Arms. Instruments for defence or attack, as guns and 
swords. 

Arsemd. A place for the storage of arms and ammunition. 

Artificial. Made or caused by man, not natural. 

Athenoium, A library, or a place where a library is kept. 
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Average, Belonging to each one of a number when equally 
divided, as average value. On an average means suppos- 
ing each to have an equal share of the whole. 

Ballote. Written votes. 

Bank, Several rich men are incorporated and allowed to 
print bank bills, which the^ pass for money, and in which 
they promise to pay in silver or gold the same sum to 
any one who presents them and demands such payment. 
Tne company of men form a banking institution, and the 
place where they keep their money, and redeem their bills 
IS called a iMink. 

Barrack*, Houses for soldiers. 

Batteriet. Breastworks for defence on which cannon are 
placed. 

Beach. A hard, low, piece of land washed by the sea. 

Bentfactor, One who does good. 

Bentfactione. Good deeds ; charitable offices. 

Beryl. A mineral of a pale green color. 

BUacHed. Whitened. 

BUachery. Place for whitening cloth or other things. 

Bootable. Passable for boats. 

Bow. The bow of a boat is the fore part or end. 

Canal. A long excavation in the earth filled with water, 
which is conveyed to some place where it is wanted, or 
used to float boats upon. 

CandidaUe. Persons who - ropose themselves or are pro- 
posed by others for any office. 

Cannonade. A firing with cannon. 

Cape. A point of ^ land running into the sea. 

Capital. The amount of property used in business by a 
man or company of men. The seat of government. 

Capitalist. A man of ^reat property. 

CaeuaUy. Accidental injury. 

CauMway. A road built over a low, marshy place. 

CeUa. Small rooms in a prison. 

Centtu. The counting of the inhabitants of the United 
States, which takes place once in ten years. 

Cljftrter. A law of the State, granting to a town or to cer- 
tain individuals and their successors, peculiar rights and 
privileges. 

Cnartered. A chartered ffovemment was one established 
by a written permission from the King. 

Ch%tf ioum. The largest or most important town. 

Circuit Court, An inferior court, whose decisions may ba 
revised and changed by the Superior Court. 
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CircuUoiu. Crooked. 

Civilized. Having a government of laws, and a knowledge 
of the useful arts. 

Combustible. Easily set on fire. 

Commemorate. To cause to be recollected. 

Commerce. The exchanging of one article for another is 
distant places 

CommonwecMh. A state or nation having a republican gov- 
ernment. 

Competent. Able, fitted. 

Confluence. The meeting of two streamy. 

Conspiracy. A plot formed by several for a bad purpose^ 

Constitution. A written form of government. 

Convicts. Persons ti'ied and found guilty of crimes. 

Cordage. Any kind of rope, or several kinds together. 

County. Several towns incorporated together. A county has 
one or more shiretowns with a court house and jail. In 
the court house the laws are interpreted by the judses, 
and criminals are tried for disobedience of the laws with- 
in the county. 

Crew. The crew of a vessel are the sailors who navigate it. 

Custom House. A building, in which duties or taxes on a 
vessePs cargo are paid, and permission to land goods or 
to sail from a port is given. 

Degrees. Certificates of approbation given by the govern- 
ment of a college or university tp all who pass through 
their course of study. 

Delegates. Persons appointed by others to act for them 
or in their stead. 

Depredation. Plundering, stealing or destroving property. 

Detachment. A number of troops sent from a iu'ger body. 

Dissecting. Cutting in pieces. 

Distilleries. Buildings in which ardent spirits are made. 

Divinity School. A school in which young men are educat- 
ed for the ministry. 

Dock. A deep place between wharves or in the side of a 
harbor or bank of a river, where vessels may lie and be 
repaired or loaded and unloaded. A dry dock has gates 
to keep out the tide. 

Drovers. Those who buy cattle in different parts of the 
country and drive them in a herd or drove to market. 

Embargo. When all vessels are forbidden by a law of the 
government to depart from the ports of th^ country, this is 
called an embargo ; and the law is called an embargo (oia. 



N 
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Emerald. A mineral or precious stone of a green color, 
but of different shades. 

Endowed. Furnished with a permanent fund. 

Environs. The country rouna a place. 

EquivaU:rU. Something equal in value or amount. 

Evacuation. A withdrawing from a place. 

Evaporation. When water is exposed to the sun and air it 
gradually passes off in vapor or dries up. This is called 
evaporation. 

Excavated. Dug out. 

Excavation. A large hole or ditch dug in the earth. 

Exported. Sent to another country or state. 

Extinct. Completely destroyed or at an end. 

Factdty. The officers and instructers of a literary institu- 
tion. 

Fair. When people come together at an appointed time to 
buy and sell their articles, the meeting is called a fair. 
A cattle fair is one-when cattle are bought and sold. 

Festivals. Holydays: as election, thanksgiving, Christmas. 

Forge. A place in which metals are heat^ and hammered 
into a proper form. 

Fort. A place so constructed that men may defend them- 
selves against an enemy with but little danger to them- 
selves. 

Fortifications. Places so constructed that men can defend 
themselves in them without danger, and attack their ene- 
mies who are without them. 

Frontier. A frontier settlement is one farthest removed 
from the other settlements and most exposed to enemies. 

Fntstrated. Defeated. Prevented from success. 

Furnace. A kind of large oven in which ore is heated and 
the metal melted and separated from the stone and earth. 

Giurisoned. Having men placed in it for its defence. 

Generalization. The considering together of several par- 
ticular thinffs of the same kind or belonging to the same 
Slace, which have before been considered separately, and 
rawing conclusions from them ; or making remarks which 
apply to several particular things. 

Geography. A description of the earth, its inhabitants, and 
their employments. 

Grazing. Pasturing} good grazing land is land suitable for 
pasturing cattle. 

Ha^f-shiretottm. If the Judicial Courts for a county are 
held a part of the time in one town and a part of the time 
in another, they are both called half-shiretowns. 
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Harbor, A portion of the sea almost surronnded bj land, 
where ships are protected from the violence of the wind 
and waves. 

HortictUturitt. A person who attends to the art of garden- ~ 
ing. 

JiorHcuUure, ^ The art of gardening. 

House of Correction. A place where disorderly and vicious 
persons are kept and made to work as well as they are 
able. 

Imported. Broaght from another countrv or state. 

Importer. A merchant who has his goods brought from all- 
other country. 

Impregrutble. So strong that it cannot be taken by force. 

Incorporated. Permitted by law to exercise the privileges 
of a person. 

Incurnon. The rushing of an enemy into a town or settle- 
ment. 

iMuranee. On the payment of a certain small sum to a com- 
pany they promise to pay a oian the value of his house or 
ship if he lose it. This is called insurance business. 

huturgenU. Persons who oppose with force the execution 
of the laws. 

iMurrection. An attempt of a large^ number of people to 
prevent by force the officers of government from execut- 
ing a law. 

Intercommunieaiion, Paseing from one part of the country 
to another. 

Interpret. To explain. 

hUerseeted. Crossed. Thus, one road is intersected by an- 
other when it crosses or passes over it. 

Interval. Land Ij^ing in a valley. 

Intervening. Lying between. 

Inundated. Overflowed with water- 

InvcMdt. People who have not good health. 

Invested. Beset ; besieged j employed in. 

Irrigate. To water 5 to sprinkle water over. 

Island. A portion of land surrounded bv water. 

Junction. The meeting, or the place of meeting of two or 
more streams. 

Jurisdiction. Authority or government. 

Laboratory. A place where chemical operations are per- 
formed. 

Latitude. The latitude of a place is its distance from the 
•quator either north or south . Latitude is reokoned by 

n2 
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degrees and minutes, and is usually marked on the sides 
ef a map. If the figures denoting the latitude increase 
upward, the places standing against them on the map are 
in north latitude, if they increase downward, in south lati> 
tude. 

Law School. An institution for the education of lawyers. 

Leastd. Let to be used. 

LedgM. Ridges of rocks. 

L^ Bank. That bank of a river which is on the left hand 
of a person who is looking down the stream. 

Longitude. The longitude of a place is its distance reck- 
oned in degrees and minutes on the equator from some 
known meridian, usually that of London or Greenwich. 
Lonsitude is marked on the top and bottom of a map. If 
the figures denoting the longitude increase to the left hand 
the places standing against them on the map are in west 
longitude, if they increase to the right hana they are in 
east longitude. 

Lucrative. Profitable. ' ' 

Magnetic. Having the power of a loadstone to attract iron . 

Manufactory. A place where things are made by hand or 
by machinery, 

Mant^factured. Made by hand or machinery. 

Mant^actiirea, Things made by hand or machinery. 

Map. A map is a drawing or picture of the earth's surface, 
or a part of it. A map of a town is a drawing of its shape , 
its brooks, its rivers, its mountains, and its roads. Some- 
times the places of houses are also denoted on a map. 

Margins. Borders or banks. 

Market. A place where things are bought and sold. 

Masonry. Stone laid in mortar or cement. 

Mechanical. Mechanical occupations are employments 
in making with tools things for the comfort and conve- 
nience of men. As shoe-making, chaise-making, brick- 
laying. 

MedicM School. An institution for the education of doc- 
tors 

Medicinal Spring. A spring whose waters are useful as a 
medicine. 

Mercantile. Belonging to commerce or the business of a 
merchant. 

Merchandize. Things to be bought and sold. 

Metropolis. The chief city in a state. 
Mineral. A stone or earthy substance ', generally it means 
one of an u.ncommon or valuable kind. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DEFINITIONS. 221 

Mineral Spring. A spring whose wateri have a mineral 

substance mixed with them. 
Month, The mouth of a river is the place where it runs 

into a larger river or the ocean. 
Museum. A collection of curiosities. 
Navigable. Passable for vessels. 
Nominated. Proposed by name for an o£Sce. 
Ocean. The largest collection of water. Oceans join each 

other. 
Ochre. A kind of earth used for making coarse paint. 
Ore. The metals in their natural state are generally found 

mixed with earth and stones } the composition is called 

ore. 
Organization. A settlement or arrangement of parts. 
Orthography. The art of spelling correctly. 
Overture. An offer ; a pacinc overture is an offer of peace. 
Parallel. Running in the same direction without meeting. 

The fences on the sides of a road may thus be said to l^ 

parallel. 
Paupers. Poor persons supported by charity. 
PenaUies. Punishments. 
Peninsula. A tract of land almost separated from the main 

land by water and thus nearly forming an island. 
Periodical. Happening at fixed times. 
Permanent. Lasting. A permanent settlement means one 

that has existed a long time without being abandoned. 
Piles. Timbers driven partly into sand or mud and stand- 
ing upright. 
Plague. Pestilence > contagious disease. 
Plantation. The settlement at a place. 
Police. The government of a city. 
Polls. The whole number of male citizens above the ace 

of 16 of sound mind and not paupers, constitute the polls 

of a town. 
Pond. A small collection of water surrounded by land. 
Population. The whole number of inhabitants. 
Precincts. Boundaries, limits. 
Precipitately. In extreme haste. 

Professional. Belonging to the business of a lawyer, doc- 
** tor, or minister. 
Projected. Planned. 
Prolific. Yielding abundance. 
Proprietors. Owners. • 

n3 
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Pmi qf Entry. A town where there is a castom hoose 
and officers to collect money for the government from the 
owners of vessels in which foreign goods are imported. 

Quarry. A place where stone may be split or dug out of 
the earth. Sometimes it means to split or dig stone from 
such a place. 

Quartered. Soldiers stationed for a time in a place are said 
to be quartered there. 

Railroad. A smooth road, with rails of iron, or of stone cot- 
ered with iron at the sides, on which the wheels of car- 
riages may turn with great ease. 

Ransomed. Bought back with a price. 

Redeem, To receive back by paying money. 

Refund. To pay back. 

Repeal. /To repeal a law is to unmake it. 

Revolution. A change made by the people by violent means 
in their form of government -, or tJie war by which this is 
done. 

River. A large stream of water flowing through the conn- 
try into another stream or into the ocean. 

Rope Walk. A very long but low and narrow building, oc- 
cupied by rope makers, who begin to spin at a wheel at 
one end of the building a thread of hemp and pass off 
spinning to the other end. Afterwards these threads or 
yarns are twisted together, and being doubled several 
times form a rope. 

Sachem. An Indian Chief. x 

Salubrity. Healthful ness. 

Sand Bar. A long heap of sand frequently raised at the 
mouth of harbors or rivers, so as to obstruct their en- 
trance. 

Scalped. Having cut the skin from the top of the head with 
the hair upon it'. 

Seaports. Towns situated on bays or harbors, to which ves- 
sels come up to load and unload their cargoes. 

Seditious. Seditious resolutions are those designed to de- 
feat the purposes of government. 

Senate. The highest branch of the General Court. 

Senators. Persons chosen by districts to form the Senate of 
the State. 

Shambles. Places where butchers kill their cattle or sell 
their meat. 

Shiretowri. A town in which the Judicial Courts for a 
county are held. 

Sites. Places used for building upon, or which might be so 
iijsd. 
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8kirmi$k. A little battle. 

Smelted. Melted so that the metal is obtained by iUelf. 

Square Mile. An extent of land or water measuring a mile 
on every side. 

Staple. The staple commodity of a place is that of which 
most is raised and sold. 

Sterility. Barrenness. 

Subordinate. Inferior in power ; holding power given by 
others who have the right to take it away. 

Summit level. The highest section of a canal. 

Superintendence. Oversight or management. 

Supreme Cottrt. The highest judicial court in the State. 

Surmounted. Got over. 

Surplus. What remains after their own wants are satis- 
fied. 

Surveyed. Examined and measured. 

Survivor^ He that is left alive when another or others ex- 
posed to the same dangers have perished. 

Suspended. Stopped ; generally, hung up. 

Tanneries. Places in which leather is made. 

Temperature. Decree of heat or cold. 

Tested. Tried and proved. 

Theological. Connected with the knowledge of religion ; 
as a theological institution is one in which men are taught 
religion to fit them for ministers. 

Theology. Religious knowledge. 

Tide. On the sea coast the waters are continually rising or 
falling. For six hours in succession they are swelling 
and spreadingover the shores. This is called the flowing 
of the tide. For the next six hours they lessen and pass 
off. This is called the ebbing of the tide. The two reg- 
ularly succeed each other. 

Tomahawk. An Indian hatchet. 

Torrent. A stream running with great violence. 

Tow, To pull along through the water by a rope. 

Tovm. The word, town, means not only the portion of the 
earth's surface included within its boundaries, but also the 
buildings on it, and the people who live in them. Thus we 
say of a town, it is rich or well built, meaning that the 

Eeople who live in it possess great wealth, or that the 
ouses are handsome. 
Township. That portion of the earth's surface enclosed , 

in the boundaries of a town. 
Tract. A piece of land of considerable extent. 
Transportation. Carrying. 
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THbutary atreafnt. Small streams running into larger ones 
7Hp Hammer. A large hammer, which is moved bj water 

power, and used for forging heavy articles of iron. 
TSiition. Instruction. 
Uncivilized. Barbarous, savage. 
University. Several colleges or schools connected together 

for instruction in all the sciences. 
Unrivalled. Uneoualled. 

Vats. Large, shallow boxes made of boards or plank. 
Vested. Placed in ; given to ; as the power of making laws 

is vested in the General Court. 
Vicinity. Neighborhood. 
ViUage. That part of a town in the country which is thick- 

ly settled. 
Water Power. The force with which water descends from 

a high to a lower place, and which by being applied to 

the tumine of awheel may set machinery in motion. 
Water Privilege. The valuable advantage of water power. 
Wharves. Works of earth and timber or stone built out 

from the shore into a river or harbor, so that vessels may 

lie at their sides. 
Wigwams. Indian houses or huts. 
Wilderness. Wild uncultivated land. 



Errata. Page 11, line 18 from top, for " west border/' 
read east border. Page 30, line 21 from top, for " westerm 
border," rsad eastern border. 
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